

NY 100-4931 

COMMUNIST PARTY, USA; INTERNAL SECURITY 
17TH NATIONAL CONVENTION- 
REPORT OP SA JOSEPH V. WATERS 
DATED 1/8/60 AT NEW YORK 


VOLUME III' 
(of 3 Volumes) 





io 




V' ; 


s V 


J * * 


-H* r ... 

ft / ; 


. 1 
1 / 




FILE STRIP?: 
QN < 


NY 100-4931 


Morning Session 
December 12, 1959 

NY T~1 advised that this session convened at 
10:37 AM, ■ o ' ' 

ARCHIE BROWN: The Presiding Committee proposes Comrade 
~ ~ CLARENCE HATHAWAY. for Chairman of this 

morning's ‘'■•session* This, proposal adopted, 

CLARENCE HATHAWAY: I will not deliver a' speech so I will 

~ go into the regular order of business. 

JAMES JACKSON- : We have a very extraordinary greeting to present 

to our convention which both in size and content 
Indicates the large and high attention this great Party and ; 
this' great people display towards our deliberations. JACKSON 
then read the following excerpts from the greetings of the ' 
Communist Party of China. ' 
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The Communist Party of USA 17th National Convention; 
Dear Comrades: 

On behalf of all of its members and all the 
Chinese people * the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of China extends its warmest fraternal greetings to the 17th 
National Convention of the Communist Party USA. The 17th 
National Convention is being held on the 40th anniversary of 
founding of the Communist Party USA. Throughout this (interim ?) 
forty years, the Communist Party, USA has proved itself to be 
(in ?) the glorious (post ?) of vanguard of America’s working 
class, the most loyal and faithful representatives and the - - 
of the American people; 

The struggles of your Party in (America ?) are by 
no means isolated ones. Your allies are everywhere; Your pros- 
pects are very bright indeed; The situation in the United States 
where (new bom ?) forces are still - (in ?) an inferior 
position while the - forces have upper hand is definitely a 
temporary phenomenon which will certainly change towards 
opposjfe position in time; In time the American people, under 
the influence of the Marxist-Leninist education and Socialist 
movement, will increasingly realize that their basic interest 
lies in united struggle against monopoly groups, in defense . 
of. democracy and peace, and for social progress and friendly 
co-existence of all peoples; 

The future belongs to the American people; May 
the 17th National Convention of the Communist Party, USA 
achieve full success; May the Communist Party of the USA 
under the leadership of its National Committee in raising 
high the banner of Marxism and Leninism, achieve new 
successes in its efforts to strengthen unity of its (race ?) 
and also unity of the working class for peace, democracy,, and 
Socialism for the American people; 

It is signed "Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of China, Peking, China;" 
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Chairman HATHAWAY: Next is the organizational report by 

~ Comrade (PHIL) BART. 

PHiL BART: Because. of the time designated by the Presiding 

Committee, we have decided to forego the report 
on organization and deal specifically with the amendments and 
changes in the main resolution..; that section... of the 
resolution dealing with Party organization. We realize .;. 
convention preparations -r not presenting a full discussion 
prior to this meeting. The resolution presented here for 
adoption is a product of a number of different resolutions 
the work of the convention committee,,. The resolution 
on Party organization . . . supplements Section 6 of the ©raft 
Resolution. 


The committee discussed changes in light of the 
report by Comrade (GUS.) HALL here. The amendment’s main 
stress is on importance of developing the united front movement. 
In Section 6 of the resolution, paragraph 4, there is a new 
addition. It deals with the united front of Socialism... 

Further on in the resolution we have laid stress.;... in 
Party organization and its relation to the mass work of 
our Party; It points out that the problem of Party organization 
is . . part of developing because organization. ; is the 
instrument which can play a vanguard role in the' class struggle. 
This is the reason — stress. 

The last paragraph . ; resolution a question of 
criticism of the leadership in a constructive manner is a- means 
td‘ help improve the individual work of , . comrades and the 
work of the collective body of the Party. We call attention 
to the fact that, and I quote ” ;;;. question of leadership.* 

This approach Is in the light of mass work... Page 3 of 
this resolution is completely changed except for ;* first 
and last paragraph. That deals with the struggle against 
opportunism , . arid the Negro ; ; working class ; . to influence 
our Party.;; 
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We had a very interesting experience oust this 
morning wherein a letter (received) from Columbia College 
Political Assembly . * asked for a. speaker., does the Communist 
Party have a place in the nation. This is a very important 
question, a question of real concern... The aim of the . 
ruling class is directly to intervene . . . influence people to 
their duty .. in class consciousness and class ideology., 
in a time when capitalism was able to , . one group as ^ 
against another in order to take advantage of such conditions. 
We are sick . . They are exerting all pressure upon the 
country as a whole for a class of people which conflicts 
with the interest of the working class and is directed 
towards weakening the labor movement and - of the people. 

Capitalism does not operate through - violence, 
but utilizes most advantageously, to gain its objectives 
through winning the people's ideals. The only assurance - 
is the constant struggle for a correct Marxist line - 
therefore, there can be no let up but the recognition that 
this is a constant struggle . . . 

. These are some of the changes that we have made 
in this section of the resolution that I have presented to 
you and will propose that you adopt these changes as well 
as the whole section.... We are also presenting a resolution 
on Party organization, a companion - in this section on 
the general resolution... I would like to indicate to you 
some of the changes that vie have made in the copy that is 
before you. The Draft Resolution on Party Organization... 
page 2, paragraph 2, which deals with a number of things, 
we propose to take out...*. On page 5* paragraph 7 > our 
line is at the top of the page, the sixth line..;.. 

We propose to add .... the Party's training 
program must give special- emphasis to the development in 
leadership of women especially Negro women. There are 
many ,. in this position. I think this . . will be a 
considerable help to our Party. I cannot, for lack of time, 
go into this .. and therefore, would like to make a motion 
on' ... resolution on Party organization. 
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Me propose that this document . . for discussion in 
all clubs of the Party and that further that the discussion 
will be to establish organizational principles and methods 
of Party organization to accomplish this. The leadership 
on all levels will have to take up the - established 
organizational principles and methods...- Me propose: 

(1) that the doctrine of Party organization be discussed at 
all clubs in the Party... (2) following discussion... 
each district will hold a large meeting for organizational 
conferences to finalize discussion and to adopt proposals 
to further strengthen the organizational status of ouf- 
Party and its leadership, I want to say that while this 
convention is .... that the press - representing the public 
is also very much interested in this question. 

There is represented close to 6000 members on the 
basis of dues payments. ThiSi.. does not embrace all those 
that consider themselves >. and are in fact Party members 
but for one reason or another. have lost contact through^ 
disorganization..... Some districts have been reorganized 
but . resulted in many thousands of our members being cut 
off from our organization..,.. Dues payments reflect .... 

70 to 75 percent of our membership .. 85 percent is 
considered unusually good. Outwardly with the present 
status of organizational work, the percentage of dues 
payments is lower than it should be. If all of this 
is taken into consideration,..,, a challenge to all of 
us to overcome this looseness of organization arid Specially 
the work and inspection of this convention . . . ; we can estimate 
that our actual membership can be very close to 10,000. 

Our Party has made so^e slight improvements, 
increasing its strength but this is very small, I would 
estimate that the downward curve -has ceased and the curve 
now is upward. Me want to propose ., present to you the 
organization of a recruiting drive to be conducted immediately 
following the convention. There is ... popular request .... 
such a recruiting drive can be a successful one and crown 
many of the decisions and work of this convention, so that 
we will make the 17th Convention, the convention to build 
the Communist Party. I think I have kept to my time, so 
I will stop right now* 
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Chairman HATHAWAY; The questions will be on the report and_ 

~ * the adoption of the resolutions as amended. 

Before the next speaker, which will be BETTY GANNETT, of New 
York, BURT NELSON has an announcement to make for his committee. 

BURT NELSON; I asked the Constitution Committee to assemble 

in the room beyond as soon as possible. We have 
a problem before ns (laughter.) 

Chairman HATHAWAY; Following BETTY (GANNETT)., (TOM) DENNIS,- 
- 1 — o.f Detroit, will be the speaker, 

BETTY GANNETT; Comrades, one of the important facts of life, 

which we must recognize at this convention is 
that our educational work, is not (geared) to help implement 
and realize the Party 1 s mass life. So. long as our educational 
work is developed and isolated from the mass tasks of the Party, 
so long will it remain abstract, academic, and unrelated to' 
life. The understanding that Marxism-Leninism serves as a^ guide 
to action applied concretely to each new change in the rapid 
development of events in our country and to the testing, of our 
policies in life. 

It Is impossible in a few minutes to deal with 
the need and the means to unfold a systematic fight for 
mastery of Marxism in t all levels of our Party, and, why 
in the complexities of this rapidly changing world of 
ours, it is essential for a serious Communist to constantly 
refresh their knowledge in the light • of . study, of new 
developments, new problems, new theoretical propositions 
that arise as a result of the swift changes of events;, 

Let me Just • say here that no one in bur Party can have the 
pretentiousness of being. a finished Marxist. 
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The renewal of our knowledge Is a constant day to 
day, month to month task. Especially important is the need to 
address ourselves to new theoretical questions raised by the 
experiences of the Socialist world, the colonial liberation 
movements of today, the expediences of the working class of 
other countries and the specific and concrete new problems ^ 
of Marxism that reflect themselves in our own country. This 
is all the more important because revisionism can^- 
the whole body of Marxist science where in their insistence to 
take an American look at Marxism, they rejected the universal 
validity of the principles of Marxism. 

• We too have to take an American look at Marxism, 
but with a definite Objective, to see how the universally' 
valid principles' of Marxism can help us better Understand the 
realities of American life, the specific manifestations of our 
American capitalism, particularly in its present day reality, 
the specific character of the bourgeois Democratic heritage, and 
the specific forces in our country. 

The exact level of working class consciousness 
and the specific way in which to weld the unity of labor and 
its allies are shaping upi We will, after this convention, 
have to give a great deal of attention in order to raise the 
maturity and quality of the work in the entire Party. 

What I want to emphasize here,' however* is the urgent need for 
our Party to engage in the battle of the minds of the people, 
and in the first place the working class. In unfolding Our 
(mass line) many of the speakers emphasize the need of developing 
actions on the basis of the level of understanding that exists 
among the people. Other speakers at' the convention stress, the 
need of study and correctly estimating the moods snd issues 
agitating the people as well as correctly estimating what 
are the issues and what forms of struggle are required in order 
to develop unity of action around these issues. We have not 
similarly raised the indispensable deed which no other force 
but we Communists can perform, that is how to eliminate, the 
misconceptions, prejudices, and Illusions that exist among 
.the people in order to enhance their fighting capacity and 
advance the forms, of struggle. 


-4-08- 


NY 100*4931 

Our ruling class spends literally hundreds of 
millions of dollars every year to degrade, corrupt, befuddle, 
and dominate the minds of the people* It would be idiocy 
on our part not to realize the poisonous influence of these 
ideas and how they hold back and retard consciousness* Vie 
know, of course * that together with illusion and misconception 
there is much questioning among the working people* Many doubts 
are now prevalent* 

We know too that Premier KHRUSHCHEV* S visit to our 
country did much to break down the hostility and misconceptions 
about the Soviet Union and the minds of the people are open, 
there are willing ears to listen to the talk about Socialist 
achievements and need for United States and Soviet friendship* 

Of course, it is a must for our Party to propagate the ideas 
of Socialism, to popularize Socialist achievements and what 
•Socialism, will mean in our country* Here too, we . have much 
to learn oh how to do ft $ how to translate our propaganda, for 
Socialism in language and forms that workers can understand 
and especially in terms of their own experiences. 

But, if we would consider this our only task in the 
field of mass education,, we would seriously fail in our 
responsibility. We have to address ourselves to the ideas 
that becloud; the minds of' the people, to those ideas which 
prevent them fromiig^tihg most effectively for their immediate 
needs today* In order to lift the present level of understanding 
to a higher level, it is nooossary to address ourselves to 
those ideas as they express themselves in the process of mass 
work in the struggles whether it be on peace, peaceful 
co-existence, the i 960 elections, the Negro rights, school 
desegregation, or housing* These are specific ideological 
problems that we have to overcome . . 

The chairman advised me that I do not have* time 
to go ahead so I merely want- to indicate that these are 
questions that are related to the illusions- Created In 
connection with peoples capitalism, to wages, and prices, 
to mutual interest "between' management and corporations. 
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We- Communists should be taught not only to be the 
best fighters for the needs of the people, but enlighteners (ph)’ 
of the minds of the people. 

Chairman HATHAWAY : Following Comrade TOM DENNIS, of Detroit, 

will be (BEN) DOBBS of Southern California. 

TOM DENNIS: Comrades, I served on the committee which drafted 

the documents you have and I fully support the • 
documents as presented to you; I would just like, to speak for 
a moment, in rather summary form p'n just one aspect that was 
raised in the documents and that is, there is a mention there 
of the form of organization in Michigan, namely the council set 
up. I would like. to just sort of summarize for you the 
principles on the thiiiking which went into this approach, to 
organize because as it is presented there it does not. mean 
very much, it has to do with primarily the problem of 
effective leadership' to our Party organization; 

First of all the problem we face there and I 
don’t think it is Unique, is that we did not and could not 
maintain a large force of full-time cadre who had the time 
to service the organization. Secondly, our organization was' 
considerably smaller than it had been in previous years • 

Thirdly, with the attempt to bring about a mass outlook, etc, 
it was necessary, we felt, to involve a lot more people in 
the: active leadership of the district. So we have an approach 
which I think could serve both (in terms) of the national 
orientation as well as each state; 

Our first idea and problem was how to overcome 
a long-standing problem of the gap between leadership and 
membership. Now this council. set up was designed as follows: 

The councils, city or state, were divided into- what 
we termed councils made up of the club chairman plus the 
members of the State, Committee, who were active or assigned 
to- that particular area which this council covered; This « • 
brought together the state leadership because our concept of 
the state, leadership is not just an officer or two, but the 
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entire State Committee. We brought them together into one 
body i.i i i See, we have had the proposition where the people 
who were at the- point of production were the ones responsible 
to ultimately, carry out the- policy and they were not being 
directly involved in the ' formulation of that policy.. We 
felt that this problem had to be overcome and this was our 
attempt to overcome the problem. 

Further it brought the leadership closer to the 
membership and to the problems of carrying out policy which 
they had decided upon. It i's, not -so -easy to carry out some 
of the policy you have decided upon if yOu are not there, 
where you have to work it out. Therefore,, sometimes you 
stop and think if you are in that position as to whether 
you should decide on a particular policy or not because, you 
do not see it being carried out. The other facet of this 
was that these councils had what we might term a semi-autonomy. 
What I mean is that in the areas in which they work> whether' 
it be industry or in a particular community, they had the 
responsibility, and the. authority to develop""- policy and 
tactics as related specifically to their area within the frame* 
work of the overall policy of the state and national organization. 
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TOM DENNIS CONTINUED : This was designed to develop and to 

free the initiative of the lower 
organizations who were directly involved in carrying out 
and meeting with the masses of the people. We felt that 
would enhance collectivity in which you could pull together 
the specialized knowledge and abilities of more of the member- 
ship and the leadership of the district which included club 
leadership under this heading. To mold it better and there 
you would be able to get a much better synthesis of the 
abilities and so forth of the district. 

Now our experience on it has been spotty and I 
think it is important to indicate because it also brought 
out certain problems. The problem of lack of readiness 
of some of our comrades to take advantage.* let’s say* • 
because of training and past practices* of being responsible 
for deciding policy in a particular area. Now this is a 
carry-over from our past methods of work and it is a 
weakness. It. tended to make it extremely difficult to 
realize the outlook or objective which we had in this form 
and haven't as yet realized. We have been operating on it 
for a couple of years now. Next in this problem of weakness* 
we had a problem because we came up against the fact that 
the past methods of work had tended to stunt initiative 
« . This was a real problem and still is a problem. 

Also we had the problem of bending the rod the other way* 
in some areas they took the ball and really tried to run 
with it to the extent that they almost became an autonomous 
republic. 

So you see you have problems and they tend to 
separate themselves from the overall state organization,, 

I think* however* that with all of these problems it really 
requires this kind of a setup in order to come to grips 
with oui? method of work* and to really release the initiative 
and leadership and the collectivity of the Party organization. 

Chairman HATHAWAY: Comrades* (BEN) DOBBS* I understand* is 

tied up in a committee. We will have 
Comrade MORT (SCHEER) of Buffalo followed by Comrade GERALDYNE 
LIGHTF00T of Chicago. 
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MORT (SCHEER): I am very honored to be representating here 

my area from Buffalo* I am also honored 
to introduce a resolution from the Party organization com- 
mittee, which I will do after a few brief remarks, 

I think a new kind of unity is developing in our 
Party and I think it is evidenced not only at this con- 
vention but has been evidenced at all the conventions I 

have participated in from county, state and how on a national 

level. This kind of unity is not the unity of the past 

where differences were not frankly discussed, and not the 
kind of unity compromising with revisionism, but it is' a 
new unity. It is a unity based on the principles, of Marxism- 
Leninism, based on confidence in our Party, based on frank 
discussion of differences, overestimates and policies and 
through this interchange arriving at a line which we will 
all go out for to fight amongst the masses. 

This is a new situation in the Party- which better 
equips us to meet the new situation that is developing in 
the country and the world. This new situation is very 
evidenced in my place,.' my home town, Buffalo, The estimate 
of Comrade GUS HALL in his report that the class struggle 
is sharpening is very evident in Buffalo, Just to give a 
few example's from the big steel strike of over 25,000 workers 
in Buffalo, there are a number of other strikes ih smaller 
shops. Shops that have not been on strike in years, vney 
are not Just one or two day strikes but long strikes sq that 
the whole strike struggle is a class struggle. In addition 
there .is the tax question, the whole attempt to shift the 
taxes even farther onto the backs of the workers has exploded. 
The whole attempt to shift the tax burden on the small home 
owners and away from the real estate interests and the 
private utilities and so forth. Also the attacks? at the Negro people 
have sharpened greatly in Buffalo through the type of 
re-development and rehabilitation programs that are taking 
place. The Negro people are being squeezed more and more 
ipto smaller slum areas because of the whole Jim Crow system 
of housing segregation. 
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Well,,, just to examine the reaction of the people 
reconfirms . • GUS’ (HALL) estimates on the (fight hack) *. 

Just in the past two weeks in Buffalo, 10,000 people protested 
against the tax increases and flooded City Hall so that the. 
mayor had to get on television. They abandoned the attempt 
to increase the tax assessments on small home owners,, 

On the attacks on the Negro people, a mass petition 
campaign and a march on City Hall developed to save the homes 
of the Negro people and public housing projects which they 
are thinking of doing away with in Buffalo. All steel locals 
niet and voted in Buffalo to resume the strike and in one 
steel local to go beyond the Kaiser settlement. 

The UAW in our area alerted all its members in the 
trade union movement to come to the support of a Negro family 
that broke the Jim Crow barriers in the city of Tonawanda, 
by being the first family to move into that area. All of 
these new developments which are taking place on a local 
level in Buffalo, I think, are taking place nationally. These 
developments are shaking up the politicians and are shaking 
up the local union toward bureaucracy in our area. This 
new situation has created tremendous possibilities for the 
Party and .for the people to go from the defensive into ah 
offensive. 


The Party in Buffalo throughout all of these 
struggles has been playing a vanguard role to one extent 
or another, as I am sure the Party throughout the country 
has been playing a vanguard role throughout their struggles 
in different localities-. However, we are not yet a decisive 
force in these struggles. Our correct estimate and our 
correct line on the steel strike for example had a very 
important influence on the steel workers, yet, because of 
the size';.:;,;-, of our Party organization in the. steel mills, 
and among the steel workers, we are not able to bring that 
full- estimate and full line into fruition. We were not able 
to change a defensive struggle into an offensive struggle 
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or even to raise the level of mobilization of the workers,* 
to the extent that it would be possible if there was a 
strong Party in that steel industry in Buffalo „ Therefore 
the workers are suffering defeat not only because of the 
offensive of big capital and not only because of' the (retreating) 
policies of the labor bureaucrats but the workers and the 
people are suffering defeats because of the small Communist 
Party and the fact that the Party has been under attack over 
these last 12 years. 

I think we were right' when we said a long time ago 
that the attack on the Party is the first attack and then 
there will be an attack on the labor movement and the people 
generally... Not only that but the attack is developing into 
full force and to the extent that we can rebuild the Party 
is the extent that we will re-equip the people to meet this 
attack and go on to the offensive* • 

Hence the building of the Party becomes decisive 
hot only for ourselves in any partisan sense but decisive 
for the people because the people are not getting the type 
of leadership they need a This does not mean that there 
aren't leaders moving in a progressive direction. .This is 
not any blanket condemnation of the leadership*, but if the 
people are getting adequate leadership* they do not need 
a Communist Party. They need a Communist Party precisely 
because they are not getting adequate leadership. 

In Buffalo through these struggles we have been 
able to recruit and to develop groups of non-Farty and. 

Party workers to study the question of Marxism, I think 
this resolution here is very very important for the whole 
Party and I am very proud to , introduce the resolution on 
the building of the Party. I just want to add one word 
in regard to the resolution on building the Party. That 
is* it is not just enough to increase our Party quantitatively* 
that is important* but we have to Increase our Party 
qualitatively. 
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This means that in the recruiting drive, each area 
in my opinion should single out what steelworkers, what 
auto workers, what basic workers can' • he recruited in this 
drive,® It means singling out what women, Negro women, youth 
both Negro and white, Puerto Rican and Mexican American 
people can d be recruited in this drive,. That we just don't 
have a quantitative approach to this drive but a qualitative 
approach. 

Now, .the motion on. Party .building. campaign* i The 17th 
Convention will become known as the "build /?'■ the Party convention 
3 he political, economic and social struggles wnj-eh are emerging 
In this period demands that our Party begin the process of 
rebuilding® There is much evidence today to indicate a 
widespread interest in our Party* Wherever our Party has 
begun to initiate struggles in the interests of the people, 
our Party has not only been stabilized but is beginning to 
recruit new members.® This 17 th Convention proposes that a 
recruiting drive be organized immediately following this 
convention with the increasing of oup membership by 10 per 
cent by May Day* We propose that each district will discuss 
the proposals for the recruiting drive. We'll work out 
plans and methods and inform the National Office of it? 
goals by January 30* The National (Office) will organize 
the details of coordinating and giving leadership to this 
recruitment drive®. 

Today amongst the youth, Negro and white, there 
iq a growing curiosity and interest in our movement* Amongst 
the workers there are many who are seeking the counsel and 
advice of the Party in the problems confronting their unions* 
Amongst the people who left our Party are those who have 
remained active and will be interested in rejoining our ranks 
on the. basis of the' policies emerging at this convention® 

We propose that the national leadership^ the 
incoming NC, make themselves available to participate in 
this drive by visiting individuals and meeting with groups 
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■ for the purpose of recruiting into our Party.,, We propose that 
each NC member shall adopt a personal quota and shall inform 
the National Office* We propose that this example be duplicated 
by all district committee members* We propose that every club 
in the Party discuss the recruiting drive and adopt a club 
quota. We propose that when contacts are- not yet ready to 
join the Party/ that Marxist study groups be formed,. We 
propose that the ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN pamphlet Horizons 
of the Future" be utilized as an introduction of our Party 
to potential recruits. We propose that May Day meetings be 
organized in every district of ' the Party where possible and. 
that these methods mark" i the conclusion of the recruiting 
drive , - 

The delegates to- the 17th Convention pledge them- 
selves to set ah. example to the entire Party and fight to 
build our Party, .’'Every' national officer elected by the 
NC shall be assigned to a district to participate in that 
district drive. The 17th Convention will become known as 
the convention which led to the rebuilding of the party. 

Chairman- HATHAWAY: To avoid complicating matters later I 

— think this resolution here has the 

approval of the Organizational Committee, If there is a 
second to the motion we can act here and now* Are there 
any objections to this, proposal? If not, all those in 
faVor will signify by showing your cards. Contrary, This 
resolution is adopted-. Now Comrade LIGHTFOOT of Chicago 
followed by Comrade (THOMAS) NABRIED of Eastern Pennsylvania. 
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GER ALDYNE LIGHTFOOT: I want to "be one of those who join 

in welcoming the resolution on Party 
organization. In my opinion, the resolution answers a use, 
to tackle and answer the many questions that are raised today. 
How can we, as communists, make a greater contribution in 
the united front and how can we, as communists, do better 
in building the Party of Socialism in our country? 

First, I want to limit my remarks to only 
two aspects of the resolution, one on the renewal of left 
initiative, and the other on a role of a communist in a 
united front. I would like to concentrate the first on one 
organization in Chicago, that in my opinion is beginning to 
do the job that should be done in helping to build the 
organization -under that initi^ive, that is the Afro-American 
Heritage Association, which no resolution . . . has heard 
about. It is getting great response in the Southside. 

Its objective is one, to (reverse ? ) the history of the 
Negro people, to relate their history to its origin in Africa 
and to ... to our struggles with the knowledge of our 
contributions to civilization. 

What form does this organization take? Last, 
year there were- . . . mass meetings, at which two of the meetings 
Dr. (W.E.B.) DUBOIS spoke, one E. FRANKLIN FRAZIER (ph) spoke 
and another, l do not remember the name but one of the . . . rep- 
resentatives from (Niana, there was a reception there. Each 
one was very successful and it seems that people were most 
interested because a number of the, you know the whole 
objective of the meeting was to imbue confidence in. the 
Negro people in order that they could make greater contribu- 
tions in the struggles today. Coming up to Negro History 
Week, LANGSTON HUGHES (ph) is coming and the possibility . . . 
has made quite a study of that ... Two meetings, mass meetings, 
within one week is the objective of the Afro-American - 
Heritage Association during Negro History Week. 

In addition to the large meetings there are 
smaller discussion groups that ane constantly organized 
with the objectives that I have mentioned above. Thirdly, 
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the Association is in the process now of setting up hook 
shelves in numerous public places like beauty shops, barber 
shops and places where people congregate, where they can 
buy books and the book committee is called "Bans", books 
about Negroes, that will be distributed throughout the 
community in order that Negro History material will be 
easily accessible to the people in the community. The main 
objective of the Heritage Association is to try to seek 
participation of Negroes and white friends of democracy 
around the- . . . One, Negro history, and this comes from 
reading a little brochure that the Association is putting 
out. Negro History Week, a week each year founded by CARL 
WHITLEY (ph) in February, whereby birthdays of FREDERICK 
DOUGLAS, and ABRAHAM LINCOLN appear. The second named 
date is Afro-Freedom Day, . April 15th each year, adopted 
by the all African (continent ?) as a day dedicated to the 
freedom and independence from imperialism and colonialism. 

We feel that freedom and • independence ’ of 
all Africa, helps the cause over the world of independent 

thinking and inequality And the third date they 

make,' that the Association is helping to popularise is 
September 27 th > the day of the address of the Emancipation 
Proclamation, which was a blow not only against slavery^ 
of Americans- of African descent but was also a blow against 
slavery in the world 

The other point is in. relation to the role 
of communists in the united front, and I have to limit it 
because I have used up most of riiy time. I would like to 
urge that you accept this not as a personal thing but I am 
only using myself as an example because it is very difficult 
for me, as GERALDYNE LIGHTF00T, the wife of CLAUDE LIGHTF00T, 
to work in any organization hardly without being known as 
a communist. Usually when I go where people know you are 
not, they say what is your name, my name is GERALDYNE 
LIGHTFOOT. Are you, I say yes CLAUDE LIGHTF00T*s wife. 

But there were some vepy interesting experiences that I have 
had within the last year or year and a half, It was 
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necessary to become a member of the main Negro women’s 
organization and so I too Joined a federated club, one of 
the federated clubs. That was last year in December. A 
week later, the leader of the federated club had me to 
come over to discuss something and she asked then - she 
said, "MTS.- LIGHTF00T, what is your husband’s name?" I 
thought that maybe I could work in that organization for 
a month or two, you know, and let the people know me 

before I said my husband's name is CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, 

you know-. She said. Oh, I am so glad because I have so much 
respect for the communists. It could have been just the 
opposite if she did not have respect for the communists. I 
would have had a very rough time, but during that year we 
worked very closely together attempting Just as much and 
no more or less than the average member in the club, but 
carrying our load as a member of the federated club. But 
as a result, this woman plus another shop steward in this 
club has gotten a subscription' to "The Worker" and I told 
one of the members in my Party club that I was going to try 
to recruit. She said, "wait a minute GERALDYNE, do not go so 
fast, take it easy;" But I think there is a possibility 
of recruiting at least one of these members within a year 
or year and a half time. My time is up. 


CHAIRMAN HATHAWAY: Comrade (TOM) NABRIED of Eastern 

Pennsylvania followed by JIM WEST. 


TOM NABRIED: Comrades, GUS HALL’S report and the many good 

speeches that have been made since his 
report lay the foundation for unification and consolidation 
of our Party and for the Party to move forward and unfold 
its mass policy. I think that in this light our Party at 
this convention has made the tunning point and is now in a 
position to move forward. Yet, we must recognize that we 
still have many difficulties to overcome. In my own district 
that got started a little late I would say, moving toward 
overcoming some of the damage done by revisionism. 


- 420 - 


HOC: DMO - 4 


NY 100-4931 


Nevertheless, we do consider that the Party there is consolida- 
ting itself and moving ahead. 

During the process of fighting for the Party, 
reorganizing its leadership, the Party did succeed in 
carrying out some work. It has not been a stagnant 
situation. ' During that- period, the Party has participated 
in helping to elect the first Negro Congressmen from 
Philadelphia to Washington. The Party's .membership at 
various levels, not evenly, are participating in various 
forms of mass work, in block organizations, civic organiza- 
tions, trade unions, et cetera. Only recently there was an 
election taking place in a trade union. Comrades working 
there got together and discussed what was possible to be 
done. Well, that union had an all-white leadership. After 
some discussion at the last minute the comrades decided 
that at Negro must run, arid so a group of communists and non- 
communists got together and worked out some strategy and 
tactics on how to do it. Well, the result wasthat in this 
local where we had had an all white leadership ever since 
the local had been in existence, the Negro won in that local 
.for Vice President and was one of the highest vote getters. 

This was done mainly because a program of activity was 
worked out as to how to achieve this particular Job. 

Further, the Party is also engaged in work 
in civic organizations and particularly, I would say, on the 
west side of Philadelphia, where the Party organization 
there is working with a group of people who have already 
forced certain cooperations on the part of city officials 
in helping to get -Negro teenagers Jobs. In this sense, 
they are also developing activity now challenging the 
Democratic Party in that area, to nominate and to elect 
Negro representatives in an area where Negroes have not been 
elected before. These are some of the activities. 

Now as .to spme of the shortcomings. While 
we can say that we have moved ahead on these positive issues, 
we still have weaknesses within the Party organization 
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and that is, I would say, between leadership for the district 
arid section scale and leadership to the club. I think, 
comrades, that this is one of the key questions that we talk 
about unfolding a mass policy. We must work to strengthen 
the club, that is the link of the .Party organization to the 
masses. So often in our. district where we have .work going 
on in many instances, it is done by one or two individuals • 
from a club but not involving the club entirely as an 
organized group. Therefore, we. find that the tendency is that 
the club Sometimes iS neglected and does not get the benefit 
of the fruits of the work that many of these comrades are 
carrying on*. SO I think I would agree with BETTY (GANNETT) 
that one of the key questions before us today is carrying 
on an educational campaign designed to bring education in 
on the issues and the policies or the immediate policies 

of the Party. But back education from classes, 

classics and Party material so that the foundation of our 
comrades will be on a solid base and not Just on current . 
issues that the Party happens to be struggling oh* 

I believe in that way, comrades, we will 
Strengthen Our Party organization and we will be in a position 
to move forward much more rapidly in unfolding a united 
front policy from below. 


CHAIRMAN HATHAWAY: Following Comrade (JIM) WEST, Comrade 

' ■ 1 ; *■* JUANITA from Northern California. 


JIM. WEST:. Comrades,- the members of the committee were.. 

of the opinion that the convention should hear 
the letter that Comrade PHIL (BART) referred to in hiS remarks. 
A letter addressed to the Communist Party of the United 
States of America at this hotel, at this convention hall. 

We feel it is of interest to you in that, among other things, 
it offers its own small confirmation of all that has been 
said In (delivery of the part ?) here. It is also a Small 
measure of the power of attraction which is inherent in our* 
deliberations to the American people and in reading it you 
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might want to think back a few years as to where we were 
a few year's ago and ponder on the significance of this 
letter in contrast to that time. 

It is from the Columbia College Political 
Assembly, John lay Hall, Columbia University, It is 

dated December 11th and reads as follows: Communist Party 

of the United States of American, Mr. EUGENE DENNIS, c/o 
Theresa Hotel> 125th Street and 7th Avenue, New York, New 
York: 


"Dear Sir, 

"The present condition of the American people and 
what measures can be taken to alleviate their 
troubles are issues of great concern. These issues 
and their relation to the activities of the Communist 
Party are largely matters where vague impressions 
and not knowledge, are possessing the public’s thoughts 
• and actions. The Columbia College Political Assembly 
offers an invitation to you to address the undergraduates 
of Columbia University on this subject, ’The Future 
of the Communist Party - Does the Communist Party. Have 
a Place in the Making and Re -Making of Our Society 
with a View of Greater Social, political and Economic 
Equality for all Our Citizens’. The date will be 
chosen at your convenience. 

Sincerely yours. 

Corresponding Secretary." 

Comrades, this is not so much a report on 
the miscellaneous resolutions, as they are called before 
the committee that prepared the documents, as a brief 
report on the resolutions which came In over and beyond 
those resolutions adopted by the districts and which were 
sent to the National Office which dealt specifically with 
problems of Party organization and all of which, in one way 
•or another, helped produce the documents that yon have 
before you.. 
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Fourteen resolutions were received from 
clubs, regions and districts in addition to the. minutes 
and proceedings' of state conventions for a whole number of 
districts. A resolution from Michigan called for the 
formation of regional committees, such as the Southern 
Region. And in its own words, says to assure the maximum 
collectivity in democracy in work, the National Committee 
should require frequent meetings and constant practical 
guidance by the National Committee members in their own 
areas. There should, therefore, be established in four main 
regions of the country. West, Midwest, South and East, 
regional committees consisting of all National Committee 
members w^io reside and function in these areas. Such 
regional committees should be oSLegated political authority 
by the National Committee" to initiate and guide work in 
their respective regions in accord with established 
national policy. 

. The Committee proposes, first, that in 
the resolution on Party organization, this idea is 
incorporated. Secondly, we referred this idea to the 
Constitution Committee with a proposal to include an 
enabling clause giving the National Committee the authority 
to set up regional committees , In addition, it proposes 
that the resolution from Michigan be referred to the incoming 
National Committee for action.' 

There is another resolution calling for 
moving the Party national center to Chicago. The committee 
proposes that^this be a special point, especially since 
there was a l6th convention decision on this question and 
since the outgoing National Committee had a number of 
deliberations on this question andundoubtedly will want to 
report on its findings ' to this convention. It, therefore, 
proposes the presiding committee report out on this question. 
Also the resolutions propose improvements and amendments 
to the section dealing with the Party in the main resolution 
as well as other proposals to strengthen the Party and its 
ability to realize its guiding role, These include proposals 
relating to the relationship of leadership to ‘membership. 
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on the Party’s mass educational work, on the need to 
strengthen the Party’s ideological and theoretical 
work, oh the role of the Party club, on the inner situation, 
on the role of communists working in the mainstream, on the 
need for a differentiated approach to those who left the 
party. 


We believe that you will find that most of 
these proposals are incorporated either in the new draft 
of the Party section of the main resolution or in the 
resolution on the Party organization' or in the resolution 
on the Party building campaign, which was already adopted 
by this convention. In addition,, since many of the 
resolutions contain concrete proposals and ideas, the 
committee also proposes that they be referred to the incoming 
National Committee for further consideration and action.- 


CHAIRMAN HATHAWAY: 


by Comrade RHODA of New York. 


The next speaker is Comrade JUANITA, 
(from Northern California), followed 


JUANITA WHEELER? I am here this morning, comrades, 

to present to .you a resolution 
on the work of women in the Party. A committee of eight 
women and with. Comrade PAT (possibly PATTERSON) of New York 
making a valuable contribution. The committee consisted 
of four women from New York, three from California, north 
and south, and this I must, add comrades, we were not divided, 
and one from Washington. There were a number of resolutions 
presented to this committee., from California, New York, New 
Jersey and from East Pennsylvania and Washington. We were 
not able to include all the ideas presented in this 
resolution but we tried at least to give this convention 
a stirring point on this question. This committee endorses 
ahd recommends the ... article in the "Party Affairs" on this 
question. In addition, we recommend to this convention 
the resolution for their adoption. 
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This is the resolution. In order to 
achieve and fulfill the hold ideas for our Party and the 
people r s ... in this convention for peace, security, civil 
rights, the future of our youth, political voice in the 
strength of our working class Party, we must under (stand?) 
and seek the, full participation of women. Women are 
already in motion fighting lack against exploitation, 
discrimination In the home, in shops, on the farm, and 
against the bar for full participation in the economic, 
social, cultural, and political life of our country. Ninety 
precent of the women are housewives, 3 5$ of all women also 
hold Jobs outside of their homes. They are unpaid labor 
as housewives and underpaid labor as workers and are the^ 
source of super profits in big business. Of the 22 million 
women who work-, only 3"! million are organized. Their 
average is 60$ of men* s wages. They are forced into the 
lowest rate Jobs and have few opportunities for upgrading. 

Negro women workers are subject to extra 
exploitation. Their average is ■§ of that of white women, 

62 % of their Jobs are limited to domestic and servants 
work.' These degrading conditions and barriers to better 
working conditions of women will Continue to effect the 
working standards of all workers unless, the trade unions 
undertake a consistent campaign for the rights pf women 
workers. Not only is, it necessary to organize the unorganized 
and extend minimum wage benefits but it is necessary to 
undertake a special campaign to wipe out the pay differential, 
upgrade women workers and open the doors of Job opportunities. 
Puerto Ricans and Mexican- American women are also at the 
lowest rung of the Job and pay ladder in light of manufacture 
and industry and agriculture. 

The family tax payments have gone to pay off the 
super profits of big business and the war budget- at the 
expense of decent housing, schools, health, recreational 
facilities and full programs for our youth. The cold war has 
been the biggest beast in the minds of our children. War 
psychology has put the stamp of approval on force and violence. 
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War scares have made him unsure of the future. Women 
can take, a war budget and turn it into a peace budget. 

....... community work can help convert bombers into schools,.' 

houses and a decent life. Negro, Puerto Rican and Mexican-? 
American women face the ghetto problem of small, smaller 
than average, pay checks to meet exhorbitant prices and 
rents. The worst housing and school conditions- raises the 
tax upon themselves and their families and are in constant 
battle with the slum atmosphere of dirt, disease and deteriora 
tion. This is a spreading epidemic that infects- our whole 
society. White womens and society as a whole, in their own 
interests must undertake concrete plans to eradicate it. 

More effective programs for progress can be carried out by 
encouraging and using the power of women as a political force 
in the i 960 elections. We must help bring into action the 
vote of Negro and poor white women in the South, the Puerto 
Rican and. Mexican- American women’s right to register in 
Spanish and all women’s rights- to political participation 
and representation. 

The main barrier to understanding this status - and 
need of women is the concept of the weak-kneed, weak minded, 
unstable woman. Big business uses male supremacy as the 
means. of carrying out this concept in order to guarantee its 
super profits from this whole group of underpaid workers . 

Women in our country are highly organized in social, civil, 
church, religion, political, professional, business community, 
historical and auxiliary organizations. Most of these 
organizations have movements for peace, civil rights, economic 
security, civil liberties > youth problems and women ?s rights. 
United action among women’s organizations on the above 
issues can be a powerful force in support Of the American 
working class and the people’s movement, an integral and 
necessary part of an anti-monopoly coalition,. The Party 
has long recognized the special exploitation of women, their 
status, special needs and the value of e.licting their 
vigorous fight back in behalf of the working class and broad 
people’s movements.- But participation has been uneven , 
inconsistent and of late, not at all. .- 
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Therefore, we propose to this convention the 
consciousness of the status of women, the rights of women, 
the role of women should he drawn like a thread through 
every aspect of Party work. Number two, set up a national 
women* s commission with all deliberate speed, also 
commissions in districts wherever possible.. Number three, 
the Party has the task of putting forward a program that will 
bring forth all women in work and leadership with special 
attention to the problems of Negro, Puerto Rican and Mexican- 
American and Indian women. Four, an ideological and popular 
program to understand the sources of discrimination against 
women. Five, a program' to understand and popularize the 
role of women under socialism. Six, conferences and 
discussions to develop local and national programsof work 
and the status of women. March 8, I960, the whole world 
will celebrate the 50th Anniversary of International Women's 
Day, born in the USA. 

We can take this occasion to renew these ties 
with the international women's movement. We will also 
celebrate the 4oth anniversary of the women r s right to vote. 
We ask everyone to help us make these celebrations a big leap 
forward in recognizing the hold and power of women’s 
activities arid organizations. The tremendous value and 
impact of the United Women’s Movement and a program for the 
fights of women that will encourage them to add their ■ 
militant fight-back with the people’s movement against the 
common enemy, monopoly capital, for a peaceful world, 
economic well-being, unequality and soon the goal of 
socialism. I would like to move that this convention adopt 
tftis resolution. 


CHAIRMAN HATHAWAY : It has been moved and seconded that the 

convention adopt the resolution on work 
among women. Ace there any further counter proposals? If not, 
all those in favor will signify by showing your cards. All 
those opposed. Unanimous. I think, comrades, that we -r 
comradesfRHODA of New York, was called I believe as the next 
speaker. 
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RHODA (Possibly GADSO$ : I would like to address ray few, I 

hope brief, remarks to the women’s 
question. An earlier speaker on this question mentioned 
three elements of this. These being male supremacy, 
feminism and passivity. And I think I would like to emphasize 
this question of passivity, because this is a large element, 
a large reason why this question is not taken up. Women 
themselves,- unfortunately, and even Communist women this 
is true of, are guilty of passivity on this whole question. 
Frequently they will fight on the Negro question, the 
trade union question, on many other questions which are 
very important, there is no question of this, but will not 
fight in this field. Complaining of male supremacy or even 
of feminism is not sufficient. The women themselves must 
set the example. They must set the example for the men and 
they must set the example for the Party. The women them- 
selves must fight for the understanding, number one, that the 
American standard of -living where it exists, and we all know 
how uniform this is, but where it exists the American 
standard of living would be impossible without the labor 
of women. Without the second salary, the ... and so-called 
conveniences would be impossible. Not only did the women 
work before they were married and of course 50$ of them work 
while they are married, but another interesting figure is that 
62$ of all American women between the ages of 35 to 64, and 
62 is the retirement age for women* are working. 

The resolutions submitted by the women's 
committee mentions celebrations of International Women's 
Day and in New York last year we had such a celebration* and 
I am sure other sections of the country also celebrated this 
day. However, I have always felt that celebrating Inter- 
national Women's Day was not really dealing with the women's 
question, or at least limiting it to a celebration of this 
day, any more than celebrating May Day is the only way of 
dealing with trade union questions. Women must address 
themselves, and women in the Party in terms of programmatic 
work, must address themselves to specific demands of women, 
among which is the question of leadership in unions. There 
are such unions in general although this is of value, but the 
ILGWU for example, the women's trade in the garment trades 
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where the^e are many women, the dress making trades, unions 

where you have over 90$ composition of women, and you do 

not have one single woman in top leadership. ^ 

t 

This should be a major programmatic demand and 
I am sure we have comrades in these industries and this should 
be a concentration point for them to work on. Another demand, 
something that exists in many, not only the socialist 
countries,, but exists in many capitalist countries, Australia, 
Canada, and some of the better lot countries, and that is 
family allowances for large families, a certain allotment 
for the first child, an allowance for the second child, an 
allowance for- the third child. This will help to take some-., 
of the pressure off women and would enable some women to stay 
home who are Just forced, to work and would begin to recognize 
the legal responsibility of the government in terms of the . 
need of women and needs of children. The women’s committee 
was indebted to comrade PATTERSON for drawing the attention of 
the committee to the declaration of the rights of the child 
as adopted by the United Nations and I think that foremost 
among our demands that we raise with all of the women’s . 
organizations, regardless of class lines on this question, is 
a demand that the United States Government implement the 
declaration of the rights’ of the child in this country, right 
here at home in (casting ?) the safety, the health, the 
education of all American children, including all minority 
children. Now Just working on this one demand it seems to 
me presents a wide open field. There is much work that can be 
developed tinder this type of a slogan. I think it is important 
too that we stress among white women and among white Party 
women that their own self interests are involved in fighting 
for the rights of minority women. The immediate example of 
this that comes to mind is the ROSA LEE INGRAM (ph) case 
with. which I am sure that most of us are familiar. This 
sort of a defense of the rights of women crosses all class 
lines and, of course, all national lines . 

In the work of the women’s committee, I was 
very happy to discover that Washington and other medium size 
districts had- already done considerable work on this question 


- 430 - 


HOC: DMO - 14 


NY 100-4931 


and they had resolutions to introduce and some of them 
already have women l s commissions in operation. In this connec- 
tion, I think that the New York organization, of which I am 
a member, as the largest district in the Party, should, 
•critically examine their . . . inattention to this question, 
and, of course, I include myself in this criticism. 

I would like to make a motion to the convention 
that an abstract, which is a short version of the discussion 
article entitled, "The Fight for Women's Rights Today", that 
appeared in the "Party Affairs" in December, 1959# be added 
to the draft resolution as a substantial, part of the draft 
resolution as a task before the whole Party. 


CHAIRMAN HATHAWAY: At this time, I understand that there is 

a delegation from the Garment Workers 
that wants to present our convention with flowers. I might 
say, comrades, that from my earliest association with the 
Party, and they go back a long time, we have always had 
strong and loyal support among the garment workers of New York 
and in other sections of the country. It is ...... in 

dealing with many of the problems of the working class and 
the garment workers of the country have faced, that our 
Party has always played an active part in giving them help 
and guidance. So on behalf of the Convention, we want to 
give our thanks to the garment workers and our sincere 
appreciation, for the flowers that they have submitted. 

. Now comrades. We have had a lot of discussion 

on. this question. There are, a large number of comrades that . 
have submitted requests to be heard but i think that a time 
has been reached where we have to act on these motions . So 
if there is no objection, at this time, we will act on the 
report of the committee on the recommendations that they have 
made . The first motion of the committee is that the 
convention adopt section 6 of the general resolution entitled, 
"The Communist Party as part of the. . - that the Communist Party 
is part'. of the political resolution". All those in favor 
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of that will signify by showing your cards . All those 
opposed. Unanimous. 

Do I understand that Comrade CANTOR wants to 
make an amendment? 

ESTHER CANTOR: On the report of the committee on the 

Communist Party on page 2, the 5th 
paragraph* I would like to add a sentence after the . paragraph - 
The Party must examine the whole struggle for legality. 


CHAIRMAN HATHAWAY : Okay, go ahead. 


ESTHER CANTOR: That sentence as a form of an amendment to 

the committee report. The reason for it is 
that, comrade chairman, there is a need for Such ah examina- 
tion ........ and there have "been, considerable discussions' 

within our ranks as whether or not our Party is- most effective 
in mass thinking of the American people in defense of Commun- 
ism . . . i . . Party advocates social change and that this is 

many aspects of mass struggle, the struggle for the 

fight for legality 


CHAIRMAN HATHAWAY: 

— T— 

on this question. 


I understand, the chair understands that 
Comrade- (EVELYN) WIENER wishes to S peak 


WIENER: Well, first I would like to say for the 

committee that we accept the amendment .made 
by Comrade ESTHER. Secondly, comrades, the chair agreed 
to let me have the floor to make some general remarks on the 
Party and the discussion here. First comrades, I think 
that we are having a wonderful convention. I think it is truly 
gbMtg to be- the convention that the whole thing in 

operation, and- is the convention to build the Party. I would 
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like to make several points, the first on the central 
nature of the Negro question which was dealt with by 
Comrade CLAUDE (LIGHTFOOT) . 

At our New York State Convention, and it Has 
been two and a half years since the reconstitution of the 
Party, we have fought and fought hard to make this question 
central. One of the impediments has been that many of our 
white comrades have been in the mainstream, and lost the 
paddle, the paddle that comrade GUS (HALL) spoke about 
never losing. It has been an uphill fight, a sharp ideological 
struggle to convince, our white comrades about the possibility 
and the necessity to again, become a Party that is known as a 
crusader for Negro rights. Very often we do not have the 
confidence of getting up and fighting on this question in 
the people's organizations. Where we did have the confidence 
we have gotten thrilling experiences. 

• ’ It Is the thinking of our New York State 
leadership that in order to save the public school system 
of New York, we must fight for the integration of schools 
and we have won some Important successes along these lines. 

1400 children were transferred from JIM CROW schools to 
Glendale (ph) and we were successful In helping defeat a 
fascist movement that tried to stop it. Just last week, we 
got an announcement that 1000 children of Harlem are going 
to be transferred to schools which are the best in New York 
City- because they have a school on Park Avenue. We know 
that the real estate interests who have fought hard to 
keep this a lily-white community are organizing to defeat 
it, but our white comrades In the Party have had the 
thrilling experience of getting support from PTA^ presidents 
and all kinds of organizations to welcome the children of 
Harlem into the fancy Park Avenue community . 

Secondly, comrades,. I would like to dea^ 
with the question of the fight for our Party. I think, 
comrades, . that a special spirit was added to this convention 
by the remarks of comrade ARCHIE BROWN. When we entered our 
convention, someone said, someone who has a little bit of that 
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cynicism that GUS argued against, said to me, .what the 
devil is the matter with you? Alright you are proud of 
that DAVIS, he is in . your county, hut now you act as - if 
ARCHIE BROWN is yours, in fact you even act as' though LILY 
(ph) is yours. Well, it certainly is, comrades, and we are very 
proud of it. Comrades, I would like to deal with the question 
of leadership, t think that the resolution on the Party 
which states that the main weakness of the Party leadership 
on a national and district level has been the failure to come 
abreast of the pew developments, with analysis, policy, 
program and tactical leadership to most effectively equip 
our Party s,q that it may play its full role to influence 
and contribute to the mass developments shaping up today. 

Many of our leaders remain isolated from our Party 
membership and the mass movement. I think that this is a ■ 

correct criticism of our- leadership. Comrades, this con- 
vention and the conventions which preceded it, have some 
important lessons for us. It is this ...... which gives 

such confidence in the. future of Our Party. The membership 
will fall into the struggle valiantly to save our party is 
today rising to the occasion and help- to think for cur 
Party and helping to mold policy for our Party. That is why 
every resolution is enriched with the thinking of the many ‘ 
conventions. We in New York are particularly proud of the 
contributions that' our Harlem comrades made to the resolu- 
tion on the Negro question. We are proud of our Party in 
Harlem which was smashed by the revisionists and today is 
beginning to establish itself ameng the people. Everytime 

I see the ...... I remember a meeting of '. BEN DAVIS, 

comrades . But we know that our Party in Harlem is going 
to grow to the extent that the whole ' Party is imersed in the 
Struggle for Negro rights. Comrades, this convention, in 
addition to helping develop a line for our Party, -is going 
to elect a Sew leadership. What kind of a leadership do we 
need? We need a leadership, first of all, which remembers that 
in this, the Strongest capitalist country, that it is 
socialism that is on -the ascendency and draws from that the 
confidence in our class and our Party. 
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We need a leadership that "breaks with 
bureaucracy, but also a leadership that. does not abdicate 
leadership but leadership that leads. We need a leadership 
as our Party committee on organization. There is one comrade 
that kept saying I am not the best leader but then he said, 
if in my shop three years ago I went to the convention and 
I got in trouble because I played sick, so this year our 
Party made a decision that I begin to come out openly as ' a 
Communist. This year I discussed- with the workers in my shop 
that I was e°i n S to a Party convention and they raised money 
to send me and said they would protect my job if I have any 
trouble. That is the kind of leaders our Party has to be 
refreshed with. 

One word, on the recruiting drive. We welcome 
it, we are very happy about it. I would like to say that our 
state organization voted in two years ^ime to double its 
membership. Jn this convention, I would like to, in the 
name of the New York County delegation, the Manhattan 
delegation, challenge the Chicago delegation in victory in 
the recruiting drive. I- would like to say particularly for 
I am instructed by our young comrades, to particularly pledge 
to build the Party among the youth. They would like to 
express their challenge to the Chicago youth and I would 
like to say for our comrades in .Harlem, we pledge to build 
our Party in Harlem and will challenge you on the Southside 
and- especially we want to build our Party among great 
heroines of Americans today, the Negro women. 


CHAIRMAN HATHAWAY: Comrade PART has a proposal to make on 

behalf of the committee. 


PHIL BART : The committee, has in its resolution, 

a section dealing with constitutional rights 
as part of the general fight of the working people to restore 
the Bill of Rights; however, we do not oppose the amendment 
which I wan,t to read once again. What I read from was page 2, 
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5th paragraph. The committee accepts this amendment as 
follows: I will read itj deleting the part that was . 

already indicated. The Party needs to re-examine the 
struggle for its own legality - this sentence to he added 
to this section. That would he on page 2 at the end of the 
5th paragranh. That sentence would read and I repeat it 
again. The" Party needs to re-examine the struggle for its. 
own legality. 


CHAIRMAN HATHAWAY: A question has been called for. All 

those in favor signify by showing your 
cards. Those opposed. Adopted. The next motion - the 
motion on the resolution on Party organization. The 
proposal to use that as the basis for Party discussion, 
et cetera, as presented by the committee. Ready to vote? 
All those in favor show yopr cards. Opposed? Adopted. 
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Chairman HATHAWAY: 


SOL (ph) (possibly SOLOMON MONRQY) from 
Southern California which will be followed 


by reports of "The Worker", 


SOL ( MONRO Y) : Comrades, the document that I am going to 

* present to you has been a document which has 

taken over one year to prepare* There has been numerous 
discussions and this document is presented to you from the 
comrades, Mexican comrades, in the Southern California area, 
mainly Los Angeles, I must mention at this time before 
commencing that one of the highlights that the Mexican 
comrades had in Los Angeles was the visit one evening that 
GUS HALL had with us on his trip to the West Coast., He 
spent an evening with the Mexican comrades. It would be 
amiss then in not giving credit to a comrade who during the 
period that this document was being developed, an able comrade 
who gave leadership and was the guiding hand to the Mexican 
comrades in the Los Angeles area, namely a comrade who has 
done a job beyond what I consider the regular call, that is 
BEN DOBBS. 


The Mexican-American people are located in the 
Southwest and constitute the largest national minority in 
that area. Our Party can only reflect the Southwest if 
it is rooted among the Mexican-American people. This is 
true not only because of the historical development of the 
region but because today there are approximately four million 
Mexican people there. Substantial progress can only be 
made in all sections of the working class movement, the 
labor unions* * , independent political action, etc., when 
the * * significance of the Mexican-American people is 
recognized. 


The. Mexican-American people constitute an oppressed 
national minority with strong ties of language and culture. 
They suffer discrimination and chauvinism and the entire 
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pattern of the national oppression* There are several distinct 
features of the region and the Mexican-American people that 
requires study and analysis* One of the features is that 
it is heterogenous, that among the four million many of them 
have been here for the past three centuries and because they 
became a conquered people when the United States forcibly 
wrested the Southwest from Mexico in 1848* 

A second segment of the group arrived in the United 
States in the waves of immigration from Mexico that began 
the turbulence opened up by the Mexican Revolution that 
racked Mexico from 1910 to 1917. Immigration from Mexico 
has continued in large numbers since then, reaching a yearly 
peak of 65,000 in 1955. 

The second feature of the community is its still 
existing popular use of the Spanish language, the continuing 
influence of the culture .of Mexico* 

The third feature is the relatively low standards 
of organization as a people* This is seen in the fact that 
there is no Spanish language or bilingual press that plays, 
the same role as does the Negro press in the Negro liberation 
movement* Further, the strong continuing tie with the 
Catholic Church that plays no part in the fight for equality 
and integration* 

The Mexican-American people have been deprived of 
a long experience in the hard school of parliamentary and 
electoral struggles* The middle class, the professionals 
and the bourgeoisie form an almost insignificant percentage 
of the Mexican community* In Los Angeles alone there is 
not more than two dozen doctors, the 1950 census counts 
twelve*. Lawyers are found in similar small amounts-* There 
are reputed to be two architects, two dozen social workers, 
etc*. The business man is found primarily in small ^ one or. 
two people retail businesses* The overriding distinguishing 
feature is the working class composition of the Mexican- 
American people* In the Southwest they constitute the 
vast majority of mining, smelt ing, refining industry as 
well as in the agricultural fields* 
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In many parts of the country they are a vital part 
of the basic industry* In Los Angeles* -for example* they 
already constitute what might be described as the working 
class* as the heart; o'f the working class* They are the 
major part of the working class inC organized industries 
such as steel* auto* longshore* furniture and food processing 
as well as in others including the skilled trades. 

In some other industries such as garment and 
electronics there are over 50*000 Mexican womens This 
(polarization) has created the (stage) for a large stable 
community. This fact' together with the influence of 
nationalism in Mexico increased educational and economic 
opportunities and have created a trend which is increasing 
the unity of various elements of the community as well as 
increasing the consciousness of the people with special 
problems , 


National' expressions of the growing identity in 
group consciousness are the National Community Service 
Organization, and the American G. .1* Forum. Both are broad 
social action organizations* liberal in character and they 
are the first to arrive on a national scale and involve the 
banner of an anglo-type mass organization* . 

.The growing feature of the Mexican-American com- 
munity is the desire to take part in and influence the 
major people's, organizations of our country. This is true 
in .those trade unions where they are organized. There is 
a growing core of leadership developing ip those unions. 
Politically* the community is almost- all democratic with 
the exception of certain counties in New Mexico where 
political affiliations tend to be more of a traditional 
family tie* The community* although it is as high as 95 
per cent Democratic* does not have the Party prejudice and 
the insoluble ties to be found in other communities, perhaps 
this is because of its relatively new political newness. ^ 

— for instance* produced' some of the largest demonstrations 
ever seen in the Mexican community of Los Angeles. Even 
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though Democratic, the Mexican community is still largely 
inactive politically*- over half of those eligible to vote 
are not registered and participation in Democratic clubs 
is limited to a small organized element* 

Perhaps this is because the history of the Mexican 
people is a revolutionary one and not a solid or parliamentary 
history. In those parts of the Southwest., where the Mine 
Mill Union has fought -for. representation in. political activity* 
it is found that there are Mexican-Americans on city councils 
and other governmental bodies,, 

. Oh. education* The economics of the community* 

the language and the cultural 
differences and the lack of a special approach by the 
educational systems have contributed to make the Mexican- 
American community One of the most poorly educated groups in 
the country* The 1950 census reports that whereas the overall 
median number of school years is 12.1* it is only eight years 
•for the Mexican people in the urban areas and four years in 
the rural areas. 

A recent survey showed that the schools start 
Mexican children who in the majority of cases know no 
English with a curriculum in English, We should, demand' of 
the school systems a bilingual education to overcome this 
unequal status of the Mexican-Amer ican - children. The 
survey also showed that the lack of understanding* counseling 
and assistance for adjustment for high school education 
resulted in a large number of students either being dropped 
or quitting school. ' We should demand adequate staffing of 
this counseling service by Mexican-American personnel to 
solve this problem and to force the schools to encourage 
more liberal arts, education for the Mexican-American youth. 

The insidious American destiny theme that runs 
through the curriculum* the- distorted version of the history 
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of our relationship with Mexico soon creates in the Mexican 
child a gnawing sense of inferiority,, American history 
versions must be •corrected to give the true picture of 
American imperialism and the valiant history of Mexico. 

On immigration* There is almost no Mexican 

family that does .not have 

some sort of contact with immigration problems. Even those 
who have been here for generations are subject momentarily 
to be questioned by the Immigration Service and frisked* 
mind you* and if found without proper identification to 
. be locked (up) until a friend or a relative can be contacted 
for identification. 

Others know of neighbors* wives and husbands sent 
out of the country in the middle of the night and — — 
activity to bring them back. In 1954* for example* over a 
million people were given voluntary departure to Mexico. 

The figures have dropped since* but the insecurity and 

the harassment remains in the day to day life of the Mexican- 

American, 


There is a growing resistance to this persecution. 

In Los Angeles* for example* the Los Angeles Committee for 
the Protection of the Foreign Born highlights the brutal 
treatment by the Immigration Department that has brought 
this problem to the attention of the world. The Community 
Service Organization conducts citizenship classes which 
have been instrumental in the growing fight against this 
constant harassment. There is the fight to repeal the 
Walter-Mc Carran Act and that should be emphasized. 

On Migratory Work. The imperialistic exploitation 
of Mexico by the United States is so great that there are 
millions in Mexico who have never held a job. Those who 
do not have work have such incredibly low standards that it 
is really true that the bad conditions in the United States 
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are preferable to them. It is safe to say that as long as 
the economic pressure brought about by the disparity 
between the two countries continues# there will be an ir- 
resistible movement of workers to the. United States 0 The 
— are contract workers who are bought yearly for seasonal 
work by the large growers in the United States. I would 
like to quote now a short paragraph by CHARLES ADAMS. (ph) 
from "Forbidden Neighbors"; 

"In the case of the migrant Mexican# we have a 
unique kind of internal colonialism. The native worker works 
hard for pitiful wages# suffers the social inferiority of 
a native in the eyes of his master and the community and 
lives under the sub-human conditions so often characterized 
of native colonial life. The difference being the traditional 
and new colonial natives are kept with us within distance 
when we want them and then driven out of the community when 
they are no longer needed." 

Ou.r treatment of the r— as one Catholic bishop 
put it — it is a crime that calls for vengeance.* Hpusing 
conditions are intolerable ih many areas. Cheating on 
wages# non-payment of wages are a common pattern. The 
American Trade Union movement for a long time has taken the 
attitude of fighting the entire program on the grounds that 
it was lowering their standards. But lately# more and more 
of the union leadership is beginning to realize that it 
must f.ight for better conditions of these workers and for 
solidarity with' them and to organize them. 

The struggle for higher standards is a key 
demand because we shpuld never be put in the position of 
fighting a fellow xrorking class and deriving a narrow 
nationalistic ground .of his right to work. 

On Representation. Another issue that goes 

hand in hand with the trend 

toward organization has come a strong and universal demand 
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for representation*. Electoral victories in Texas are greeted, 
by all sections of the community ffromthe newly arrived im>- 
migraht to the resident of many generations from Texas to 
California., New Mexico has one Senator and one Congressman 
but the lack of representation in the Southwest is appalling* 

In California* for example* with over one million Mexican- 
Americans* they are not represented by even one elected 
official in the state or county government and not even by 
one legislator. 

The drive for representation extends to every area 
of Qommuhity life. The G. I, Forum is essentially a middle 
class organization* who. felt called upon at its last con-^ 
vention to congratulate the International Union of Electrical 
Workers for having appointed a Mexican business agent. 

The Labor Movement. The — - of so many workers 
of Mexicah-r American* places a special problem before the 
Trade Union movement. ' Recent developments in the fight 
for F.E.Fo (fair.. employment practices) ahd minimum wage laws 
in California emphasize, this point* the special responsibility, 
for an energetic campaign to organize the agricultural workers 
which Is beginning to take roots. Every such movement in- 
cluding the building of a broad citizens 1 committee should 
be supported. 

Of special importance to the Party is a drive to 
organize those unorganized industries with a high concentration 
of Mexican women.. In Order to make this a reality* the unions 
should recognize the special problems of these people. Conr- 
ce.ssions must be made on the question of language* the 
struggle on immigration problems* and a need for their 
cultural expression. There must also be a recognition of. 
the growing demand for representation on all levels of union 
leadership. The most important legislation demand is the 
fight for the minimum law of $ 1.50 an hour already put forth 
by . the Labo r-Moy ement * 
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Other issues that unite this regional community 
are the need for real Fair Employment Practices* to end 
discrimination in housing and the need to create more 
opportunities for higher education through the support of 
scholarship funds and a demand for state scholarships and 
state facilities to meet the economic problem faced by the 
low income families in attaining higher education* 

' The Party* The general isolation of the Party 
is sharply demonstrated in our isolation from the Mexican- 
American* people in the southwest 0 Our Party has an important 
history in organizing, and -leading struggles of the Mexican- 
American people, © root the Party in the Southwest is to influence 
the largest national minority. The NC together with the 
Southern California District Committee should guarantee the 
following': 

That they be responsible for the development of a 
Southwest Party region with its first task being the re-r 
establishment of the Party innthe Southwest and that the 
NG consider the assignment of an organizer for this, purpose® 
That Illinois* Indiana and Northern California examine the. 
activity of their respective Party organizations, in respect 
to the considerable Mexican- American communities located _ 
within their areas® That the NC be responsible for specific 
organizational proposals designed to assist the political 
development of the Mexican-American cadre. Our Party must 
Seek to initiate the development and the examination of the 
problem that will lead to. the unity of the two largest and 
most oppressed national minorities* the Negro people and the 
Mexican-American people. 

The fight for equality* the move to organize > the 
stability and working class character of these, people means 
that with increased special attention the. Mexican ^ people 
can become a powerful ally in the people's coalition in the 
struggle, for socialism. 
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Chairman HATHAWAY: The motion is to adopt the report of the 

~~ 7 committee. Motion adopted unanimously. 

The chairman is asked at this time, just before the press 
report, to recognize’ Comrade KETTY (ph) of Northern California- 
on the Indian question* 

KETTY JOHNSON: • Comrade HATHAWAY is incorrect*, 

' ’ I have two resolutions. 

They are both very short and very important. In order to 
implement GUS HALL’s keynote speech through the country, 
there is no section of our country we can overlook, no 
matter how small and no matter if they are not represented 
here. To our District Convention in Northern California, a 
Japanese -American came asking for redress of a grievance 
18 years old, I read the resolution: 

Whereas our Party made serious errors in our work 
with the Japanese people in our country, specifically in 
its. failure to oppose the relocation centers during World 
War II, be it resolved that this convention honor those 
Japanese comrades and friends who have steadfastly maintained 
their loyalty to our Party and to the progressive movement. 

That we make every effort to rebuild our ties and to rebuild 
our Party among the Japanese in our country with special 
attention to overcoming weaknesses of the past, I mpve 
the. convention adopt this resolution. 

Chairman HATHAWAY : Motion adopted, 

KETTY JOHNSON;' . The second resolution was brought to us from 

~ — - Washington State* it is not written exactly 

the way they had it written,, but I think they will concur, 

I hope, 

Resolution op the Indian peoples Whereas the 

1 - Indian people 

are an exploited and oppressed national minority, their 
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living standards are low* their cultural activities have been 
suppressed, this minority can be brought into a democratic 
part in the struggle for a new life in the United States » 
Whereas the American Indian has been the victim of the most 
brutal oppression characteristic of a policy of genocide and 
whereas the history of broken promises and scrapped treaties 
is a shameful part of our American history. Whereas the 
policy of Anglo-Saxon white chauvinism dominates the policies 
of the American Indian in all parts of the country and in 
government bureaus and our Party has only approached our 
responsibilities in this in- a very limited and scattered^ 
manner. Therefore be it resolved that this entire question 
be put op the agdnda of our Party’s next tasks and take all 
necessary measures to participate in a broad movement to^ 
determine sfceps necessary to a solution and to a correction 
of our weaknesses in this field,, I move this resolution be 
adopted* 

Chairman HATHAWAY: Motion adopted. Now, comrades, we come 

to the report on the press and' the chair 

understands that there are three reporters to be given ten 
minutes each. Comrade GEORGE (MEYERSf) of Maryland is the 
first reporter followed by Comrade (WILLIAM L.) PATTERSON arid 
then by Comrade (JACK) STACHEL, 

GEORGE (MEYERS): Our committee was made up of representation 

_ _ . £ rom , Michigan, New York, Illinois, Ohio, 

Maryland and Minnesota* We had a' very stimulating exchange 
of opinions, experiences and ideas and I hope that in some 
way the very fine experiences of the comrades on the. West 
Coast with the "Peoples World" can be brought into this 
convention. 

We acted on a number of resolutions that were 
submitted and they will be incorporated in Comrade PAT’s 
(PATTERSON) report following my remarks*. 


- 446 - 


NY 100-4931 


Comrades, X think our main job here at this convention 
is to strengthen the organization around "The Worker and 
that is our primary concern rather than the content of the 
paper, although the comrades on the paper had a meeting 
recently in which they were self -critical. But I still think 
our main problem is content- , but I .would like to tell you 
a little about what content is meant to the work of the Party 
as far as "The Worker" is concerned. We have had a whole 
number of experiences presented from different parts of the 
country but I would like to tell you that in our district m 
Maryland which is a small district, highly industrialized, 
small Party, this, paper has been invaluable L e 

would like to pay special compliments to The Worker for the 
kind of stories they have been carrying on.;?steel » I Know 
lust what that meant down there,, you know with the vacuum 
that's been created in this period, of tremendous attach 
against the unions and the inability of the union leaders 
to present the proper answer based on a class conscious 
approach. Where we had been able to get The W or e3 ? 
workers including lower level trade union leaders, uni 
officials, etc,, the paper has been well (received?; . 

There is a whole number of • examples of just what 
is happening with the paper on its own. For loaner, 

auto worker down there by accident started reading t P p * 
Well* after a while,, he started to subscrioe to it or at 
least to get it regularly.,. Because of the fine artipl 
armearine there bn the socialist countries, the Soviet Union,, 
etc., a S group of six auto workers having no c °n n ® c ^° n ^ ha “ 
soever with the Party, got in a car and took a day off to 
come up to New York to see the Soviet exhibit.. 
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GEORGE (MEYERS) CONTINUED: Well, that is the way in which 

the question of Socialism' can 
be Veby well raised among the workers. Another example, a 
different example, where "The Worker" was being sent to one 
of the unions there, more or less regularly, an auto union, 
and the union official would throw it away when he got it. 
Then he found a couple of things he was interested in and 
started reading it, leaving it around. Well, the point 
here is that this is a union in which there is a large 
number of Southern white workers and those articles on 
Henderson drew those workers in. They used to come into 
the union hall to read "The Worker", particularly to 
see what was happening at Henderson. They were very 
excited about it and demanded 'to know how come this 
did not appear in other papers. But in that same issue 
the paper (carried ?) the story of the horrible thing 
that happened in Mississippi around the killing of 
.PARKER (MACK CHARLES PARKER). Here was the question, 
of organizing the Southern Negro and White. ..... So I 

do not think content is our main concern here but 
organization. 

There is many .opportunities. Comrades, and 
the thing that is lacking is pur ability to take 
advantage of that and I believe that the pressure of 
the membership and the desires of the leadership to 
move ahead is being reflected in this convention and 
we are going to take care of that. 

I just want to say before PAT (PATTERSON) 
takes over, that the meaning of "The Worker" as far 
as our Party is concerned, is that it is not just an 
arm of the Party, it is the life blood of the 'Party. 

I do not think that without a strong press that our 
Party is going to be very anemic and with a strong press 
we will have a lot of good strong life blood '.gushing 
through us. It is going to be a definite help in 
rebuilding the Party and in helping the Party's work 
in the mass movement, ' I think that iS' the way we 
have got to look at our paper and we have got to 
build that press. 
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WILLIAM L. PATTERSON : Comrades, I, for one, deeply 

“* " “ regret that the pressure of 

work of this convention forces us to give so little 
time in discussing what I believe the most important 
question that has been brought before oup convention. 

I want, in opening my remarks, to deal with the Draft 
Resolution on Party organization. I want to read 
first from the first paragraph, the. Party is rallying 
in unity around policies, for mass work, for peace, 
democracy and security. It is consolidating its ranks 
on the basis of universal - principles of Marxism f- 
Leninism as applied to. the specific conditions of 
American life. Comrades, T want to say firstly that 
this will not be done without building "The Worker." 
Secondly, Comrades, I want to come up to the (third ?) 
paragraph of that same resolution and I would rewrite 
it this way in relation to "The Worker" : The 

(opportunities ?) and the possibilities growing from 
our correct line will come to naught unless we grasp 
one other essential, the need of the Party to build 
"The Worker" in every phase of its activities. To 
use "The Worker" in the unfolding of its mass policies, 
in fulfilling this task our Party could, in the 
conditions shaping up, almost overnight, become a 
large and influential force in our country. 

That precisely. Comrades, is the manner in 
which the approach to the building of "The Worker" 
has to be regarded by this convention. Without 
building "The Worker", no things of the mass activities 
that our Party has historically outlined here in this 
convention, the building of the Party itself, will not 
be successful. I want to make just a nwiber of 
concrete proposals in that regard. ..... We did not 

fulfill the quota we had nationally, a quota of 
$75*000 for "The Worker", only $65/000 was fulfilled-. 

We are asking this convention to see that upon' return 
to your respective conjmunities, that the $10,000 
necessary to the ' completion of the quota of 1959 be sent 
in. 
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We also request this convention to demand of 
the incoming National Committee to fix a drive for 
funds for "The Worker" in the first part of i 960 ., and 
we want to propose , dear Comrades, that this drive 
begin on the 36 th Anniversary of "The Worker," 

January 13, and extend to May the 1st....... 

That may be $75,-000 or $100,000. I fix no definite 
sum here but ask this convention to instruct the 
incoming National Committee to establish a small 
committee for the building of "The Worker", a committee 
of three. I want to say that in this respect, I would 
like to be presumptious enough to name one figure on 
that committee. My feeling' was that JACK STACHEL 
should have made this report in full. Without 
JACK STACHEL’ s work, not only in the editorial phases 
of "The Worker" but particularly in the management of 
"The Worker," we would not have a "Worker" today. 
Comrades, the manner in which he has developed 
activities in (strengthening ?) and building "The 
Worker" will be extremely helpful in the accomplishment 
of this task. 

There are a number of concrete proposals that 
are coming before this convention in relation to "The 
Worker". We believe. Comrades, that at the present 
time, the favorable opportunities presented us will 
-enable us to take "The Worker", which today has 
some 13 ', or 14,000 circulation, 4,000 of it outside 
of our own country, and raise this slight circulation 
without any difficulty up to 20, or 25,000. This means, 
however, that our Party as a whole must take this 
responsibility, that the responsibility must be 
fixed in every District, upon that District leadership, 
that every member of our Party must realize that in 
the development of the activities with which he is 
concerned, the use of "The Worker" is one of the 
most important steps for him. 
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I want to just outline a couple of steps that 
came up before our committee. "The Worker" has had and 
always will have editorials dealing in the most effective 
manner., with the grave problems before our country. 

These editorials can form leaflets to be discriminatingly 
distributed among those forces -of the working class, through 
sections of our people, the Negro people, the Mexican - 
Americans, Puerto Ricans and so forth, as a leaflet not 
only bringing to their attention "The Worker" and its 
value, but giving consciousness to the development of 
their work in American life. We must (hold ?), Comrades, 
that "The Worker" can be used in forums, in mass 
meetings and in every other respect. 

"The Worker" becomes one of the main 
ideological weapons to counteract: the poison of the 
metropolitan press, against socialism, against 
our Party and against peaceful, co-existence with the 
Soviet Union, As such, we should canvas every (main 
street ?), every community in which we live, to 
libraries, to schools and to professional groups. 

"The Worker" should be sent, perhaps first gratuitously 
and then fallowed up with letters asking the recipient 
how they regard this, paper and asking them to send in 
a subscription for it. 

There are a number of other (tasks ?), Comrades, 
that came before us or proposals that came before our 
committee. One was that the midwest, within the nearest 
future, by May 1st, have a midwest edition of "The 
Worker." With this. our committee was in full and 
complete agreement. Undoubtedly, the midwest edition 
of "The Worker" will be a tremendous factor in 
galvanising the (attention ?) and strengthening 
the. appreciation of "The Worker" among the working 
class of the midwest. 
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Another thing that came before our committee 
that must be given the utmost attention. Comrade 
(GEORGE) MEYERS In opening up said that the major 
question was one, a political and organizational question. 
Undoubtedly, the major question is an organizational one 
and there are several districts that came here that have 
already organized a - volunteer press builders. That 
is the Detroit district for one, and other districts have 
organized the friends of "The Worker".,..... And in 
every, district there must be - regardless of the size of 
the district - there must be a press director. ... , ^ 

But around this press director we should conceive of 

■two further steps in organization. One, the organization 

of an inner committee' for the devefOpment of "The Worker" 

and "Worker" activities. Two, the organization of 

other committees which will promote and build "The Worker. " 

JACK STACKED: Comrades, among the many honors and 

privileges that f have had in this 1 
Party, I think that the motion I am going to make now is 
the most important. The only other one of that nature 
that I would like to recall is in 1929, when I had the 
honor to move the change of Our name, at that time, 
from Workers’ Communist Party to Communist Party of the 
United States 

Today X have the honor fo move, to present a 
motion, to reconstitute our "Daily Worker" and to try 
to do it by i960. I have my name on the list for some 
time but like other Comrades, I can say that it was 
not possible to Speak. This ‘ is ray first opportunity 
and for that reason .1 think I can do it within the 
(ten ?) minutes. 

I want to make 'a couple of general remarks* 
before reading the resolution and making a comment or 
two on it, First of all, I am (voicing ?) a unanimous 
opinion here, I say that this is not only a new 
(world that we have invested iq ?), a new year in the 
struggle for peace in our own country, but this is 'the 
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beginning of a new year for our own Communist Party of 
the United States. This was already symbolized (not 
only ?) in the very excellent report of Comrade GUS 
HALL, but in the many speeches, discussions and 
documents that we have adopted. 

This convention has already been made, by 
many Comrades in different ways, and I agree with all 

of them Certainly this convention, if it did 

nothing else, would have a great accomplishment for 
itself. Comrade BAHT (ph) (possibly PHIL BART), has 
already informed us that this convention should be 
known as the convention for the building of the party. 
Certainly this convention will be known as the convention 

that to organize the piost serious struggle on 

the central task confronting us, the fight for peace 
and co-existence, and every other task will add to it 
and must directly be coordinated with it and included in 
the i960 crucial elections...... 

This convention has already Clarified meny 
questions which has emerged in the course of the 
convention, questions which have, been amplified, 
developed, modified by the membership, and I must 
say that in all of the thirty-seven years of my 
membership in the Communist Party, In this convention 
I have participated in more discussion than at any 
other time. i had about eight discussions of my 
talk. I attended as a delegate at the convention of 
my section, to the splendid convention of our Party 
in Manhattan County, in New York State and now the 
National Convention. With every conventibn the 
issues become clearer > the Party becomes more 
united, and this is a great promise toward bur 
future work. 
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I think also Comrades, that four questions 
have emerged, central questions which will need 
further clarification. Among them surely is the 
question of the anti-monopoly coalition. It is 
clear, many views and many ideas I could associate 
myself to, for example, that the view of the 
Comrade from (Ohio as most clearly 

expressing my own views. 

I also believe that this question will 
occupy a lot of attention in the coming period. In 
all these questions^, including emphasis on the 
part for peace, I would say that the observations 
of MAO TSE TUNG (ph) would be very valuable to us. 

He has observed that in dealing with questions of 
strategy, to overestimate the strength of your enemy, 
leads to opportunism., and we have a lot to learn from 
that. Comrade GUS HALL has emphasized the significance 

of the new phase You will have to recognize the 

ascendency of the socialist world against the - 
colonial struggle. Also, the struggles of the 

working people, including the people of our country 

that to overestimate the power of the enemy would lead 
to rank opportunism. Comrade MAO TSE TUNG (ph) also 
says, to underestimate your enemy, in the matter of 
tactics leads to sectarianism. ..... 

With ..these general comments, I want to read 
the resolution on the "Daily Worker. " The Party 
crisis foliowing the l6fh Convention resulted 
in the loss of the "Daily Worker. " This brought 
to (an end ?) thirty-four years of uninterrupted 

publication The present - conditions in the 

struggle for peace, civil rights, economic security 
and civil liberties greatly improved conditions of 
our Party and makes it an urgent necessity in 
(realizing ?) the goal. The 17th Convention, 
therefore, authorizes the incoming National Committee 
and the Executive Committee and officers to discuss 
with the publishers, management and editorial board 
"The Worker", and other interested groups and 
individuals, in the building of the "Daily Worker" in 
the shortest possible time. It expresses the hope 
that this. goal, you must try to exceed before the 
i960 (elections ?), in time to play a role...... 
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The convention instructs the incoming National 
Committee to designate a special committee charged with 
this responsibility, working along this direction. The 
convention further decided that it afford on the 

prospects and plans after. of all sections., to all 

members of the incoming National Committee and to 
the State organizations, ninety days after the 

adjournment of the convention. I think that we 

must not set our sight low either. I anticipate 
some Comrades who will say, well, we all agreed we need 
it, but we do not have to discuss that....... I just 

want to say on this the following. We believe, those 
of us that are close to the situation, that those 
difficulties without being able to meet even the 

weekly bill We are not unaware of , that. . . . . .but 

we believe the difficulties can be overcome. We 
believe the problems involved can be overcome, but 
this does not mean it will be an easy task. This 
means that it will be a task which will require great 
sacrifices. One of the- things which will show 
whether we are able to start or not will be 'how 
we accept and carry out the proposals for the drive 
for 20,000 readers, as well as the fund drive which 
will be initiated..,..,. 

But Comrades, let us recall this, xvh'ile the 
"Daily Worker" plan was launched in 1922, and realized 
in January, 1924, sure our Party was a little larger 

than now, it had 12,000 members If we take 

seriously what we discuss in our documents, in the 
report of Comrade HALL. .....we could realize this 

objective, a birth of the "Daily Worker" long 
before the Bighteenth Convention. We must strive 
that it shall be realized in time to play a role 
in the crucial i960 elections. 
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CHAIRMAN : Comrades, the question is on the adoption 

of the committee (report ?) and the 
resolutions they, submit. All of those in favor 
signify by raising your cards. Opposed. Unanimous. 
Now Comrade GUS HALL. 


GUS HALL : I think that we will all agree that amongst 

all the messages from our brother Parties, 
that historically the messages and greetings that have 
played a big part in our life are the greetings and 
messages from the French Party (laughter). Therefore, 

I want to read the present message to this convention, 
from the French Party. To the National Convention of 
the Communist Party, USA, from the Communist Party of 
France. Dear Comrades: The Cultural- Committee of 

the French Communist party in the name of the Communists 
and the democratic forces of' France warmly greet 
the Seventeenth Convention of the Communist Party of 
the. USA, and hope for its success in the working for 
the betterment of conditions of the American working 
class and the peace of the would. The new situation 
has. brought into the world, first of all., by the 
policies of peace and success in the struggle for peace 
of the Soviet Union, the camp of socialism and then 
by the irresistible strength of the peace forces 
of the world, among whom the friends of peace in 
the United States who have taken their place despite 
the most difficult conditions of the struggle. A 
call of Comrade KHRUSHCHEV for peaceful co-existence 
and the peaceful cooperation of all States, his 
proposal for a complete disarmament through the armies 
of the major States and the destruction of atomic 
arms, have touched and have stimulated the spirits and 
the hearts of hundreds of millions of men, women and 
young people over the world, as well as in the ■ 

United States. 
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Comrade NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV' s trip to the 
United States, his discussions with President 
EISENHOWER, have had a profound and lasting influence 
on the opinion of ( Central) American people, more so 
than on the attitude of important men of politics 
and .business in America and other countries. 

General DE GAULLE himself has invited 
Comrade KHRUSHCHEV to Prance. Our French Party 
must operate under the difficult conditions of 
BE GAULLE’ s personal power but it is more -and more 
being followed by the masses. We struggle for a 
peaceful solution and negotiation for the war in 
Algeriaj we- struggle for the liquidation of the cold 
warj peaceful co-existence and disarmament. For the 
abandonment of the project to test an atom bomb 
in the Sahara. 

We struggle at the same time for the 
restoration and revitalization of democracy ahd 
for the satisfaction of popular demands through 
the united struggles of. labor. 

Dear Comrade s* the Communist party, USA 
is the only organization of the proletariat that can. - 
to the people, an exalted objective which will unite 
the people to struggle with confidence. The 
magnificent success of the USSR reveals the 
great superiority of the socialist system which the 
capitalists and their- lackeys can no longer oppose, 
is the greatest assurance of peaces This policy of 
peace is supplemented by the united action of the 
people, will destroy the leading defenders of the 
cold war. 
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The Communist Party, USA, has shown in the 
course of the last two years beyond doubt that it 
was able to resist all assaults and (vanquished ?) 
enemies of Marxism - Leninism in their own ranks. 

The Communist Party, USA., has also remained faithful 
to the principles of Marxism and Leninism after the 
fighting spirit of a Party based on the uncompromising 
defense' and the interest of labor and all the people. 

That is why',; dear Comrades , we are certain that the work 
of your convention will mark a new victorious phase 
of the glorious struggle of the Communists of the 
United States. Long live the 17th Convention 
of the CP, USA, Long live peace. Long live 
Communism. For the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of France. JACQUES DUCLQS, 

(Applause) . 

Now I want to make the proposals as far as 
the Presiding and Nominating Committee on the election 
of the National Committee, But I want to say a couple 
of words in the approach on this question. I think that 
possibly after we review this convention, that we will 
conclude that one of the basic reasons for its success 
was the decision of the' leadership some time ago that 
our Party is not in a position to make all 
corrections at the convention that are necessary - 
that, however, this convention will be a big step 
in the process of rebuilding our Party. 

I think that it is this approach that has given 
this convention a certain outlpok and a certain way of 
handling many difficulties we face. That there are 
many things that we will ultimately make decisions on 
including such problems as more basically reviewing 
the work of the Party for the past two years. I want 
to say that even this kind of a decision we make based 
on the fact that we are not ready for it. .We will 
have to do it some day, but in this stage of the process 
of rebuilding this Party, we are not ready for it and, 
therefore, we did not propose it any further than we 
did in the introduction. 
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I am saying this now because in the election 
of the leadership and the method of nominations , the' 
size of the National Committee, all have to be fitted 
into this type of a problem. That' is that we have 
come a long way in unifying the Party and I think we 
will all agree that the way it looks * this convention 
will be a further step in this process of re- 
unification and mobilization of the Party.. But, 
when seeing that, we must know that there are still 
many problems - that it is not completed - it 
is a process and there are many leftovers of the past 
period that we still must take note of and consideration 
of with our proposal. 

I am saying this not only for myself, I 
am saying it for the leadership and for the Presiding 
Nominating Committee in whose name I will make 
these proposals. In other words* generally there is 
a feeling - that the size of the National Committee 
could be smaller. But because of the leftovers of 
the past period, the lack of full confidence in the 
leadership of the Party, and this was- expressed in 
State conventions, in resolutions, in most of the 
major conventions, a certain lack of giving a full 
power that really should belong to a convention in 
the sense of the democratic centralist type of 
organization. 

But, as I said, this still exists, so in 
order to overcome some of these feelings that still 
exist in our Party, we are proposing a larger 
National Committee. ..... The same thing applies 

even to the methods of election and nomination,. 

In other wards, this is the process and of course the new 
constitution will, I am. sure, go further into this 
question. Secondly, we have the problem that the 
referendum lifted a clause in the constitution of this 
quest'iqn and, therefore, the committee has to come forward 
now and make proposals for nominations and elections 
of a National Committee for this specific convention. 


HCO:gmm 

(13) 




NY 100-4931 


Then the Constitution Committee will come forward on 
its constitution on a more permanent constitutional 
basis for the future convention. So these proposals 
are strictly for the election of the leadership in this 
convention. 


Number one., that the size of the committee 

should be approximately 50 That is the 

proposal - 50. I said approximately, in the end if 
we have to put one or two. . . . of course I am sure- 

we could be flexible. They should generally be 
divided. .... .and I’ll discuss it later. Thirty-f-ive 
directly from the State organizations, or nominations 
from the States, and fifteen will go into an 
overall - what is that name - enlarged - yes, 
that is the word, enlarged. I kept talking about 
a (pool ?) and the Comrades objected. I just could 
not think of the other name. I do not know, there 
does not seem to be anything derogatory about pool. 

So here are the concrete proposals. 

That some time, this afternoon or this 
evening, if possible, the district caucuses should 
meet and the district or State caucuses should • 
make nominations for .a National Committee in twp 
separate categories. That is, the so called at 
large category of leadership, I think that X should 
stop here momentarily - of what the purpose of 
this at large will be. Well, I would say it includes 
two problems that must be taken into consideration. 
Number one, it includes. the Comrades who are in 
the National (Staff ?) and have been working in the 
National (Staff ?) up until now. And secondly, it 
must provide for a certain balance in the . composition 
of the National Committee. In other words, balance, 

in the sense of composition of Negro Comrades 

In other words, it will have such an overall at large 
category to take care of this thing. So - the 
caucuses r* should nonftnate two categories, 
number one into the at large and secondly, for the 
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State or district. This will become clearer as I go 
along. So>. the first category Is at large and the 
second category is for the district members of the 
National Committee , or at least the nominations of 
the districts for the National Committee. And it 
is the that in making these nominations, that 

the delegates, should elect them according to 
preference, in other words, from one on down. 

Following these nominations by the caucuses, these 
will be. brought back into the Nominating Committee 
or the Joint Committee that we have elected for 
that purpose. We will study it in the sense of 
composition and balance and so on. The committee will 
make additional nominations, if necessary. Then, this 
report or this list from the Nominating Committee 
will be brought into the convention. 

It will be read and opened up for additional 
nominations, so there will be full opportunity for 
district delegates to make nominations and for the 
Nominating Committee to look at it from the sense of 
balance and make nominations and then additional • •• 
nominations from the convention itself. Now let me say 
so that is the so called method. That then will be put 
up on the ballot and the ballot will look something 
like the following. It will have the at large 
category, and if it is agreed fifteen votes for 
that category, it will most, likely have more listed 
but vote for fifteen. Then it will have each State 
and there will be a box for each state delegation. 

In other words, for example, we will say 
Ohio, and after I give these proposals...... All 

these states, thirty-five will be divided and the 
Ohio delegates have the right to elect two members 
of the. National Committee...... The whole convention 

votes on the whole National. Committee. 
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Now I would like to give you the figures so 
that each State will knew approximately how much: 


New York State 

Eight 

Southern California 

Three 

Northern California 

Three 

Illinois 

Four 

Michigan 

Two 

Ohio 

Two 

New England 

One 

'Eastern Pennsylvania 

One 

New Jersey'. 

One 

Maryland 

Two 

Wisconsin 

One 

Indiana 

One 

Minnesota 

One 

South 

Two 

Oregon 

One 

State of Washington 

One 

Kansas - Missouri 

One 

Total 

Thirty-five 


in other words, that is how the committee 
members will be distributed and we will open, it with 
the Nextf York delegates. Just as an example, the 
New York delegation will go ahead and nominate in 
the overall category as many as they want. Not 
nominating for a minimum of eight but for as many 
as they 'want, for their .State delegation. All 
these names will be listed on the box for New York, vote 
for eight as well as all the other State delegations and 
the whole convention will vote oh such a ticket. 
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Now actually there are many weaknesses tQ this, 
hut I think that if (we ?) turn it over to the Nominating 
Committee, and I must say we had a lot of discussion on 
this.. s ... I think we will elect a leadership that can 
lead thie Party. Finally, according to the present 
constitution, this convention must decide whether to 
give the permission for the right of the .National 
Committee to elect its officers. The presiding 
Nominating Committee so recommends and moves that 
this convention will give the incoming National 
Committee the power to elect its own' officers. X 
think it is clear why this should he done.. In other 
words, the officers will he responsible to the 
National Committee. The National Committee can elect 
them, the National Committee can remove them. ..... 

So that much for the nominations and elections. 

X only have one additional thing, (informant 
noted that HALL was interrupted from the floor and asked:) 

Unknown Male: How about at large? 

HALL : Oh, yes, what Is that? 

Unknown Male ; That it is - to nominate at large. 

HALL : Just nominate as many as you like, that's it.' 

Unknown Male : Another question. How about the present 

provisions for the Communists who are 
still in jaiil? Are they in this category? 

HALL: No, No, No. We discussed this and decided that 

we will handle it 'like it was handled before. 

Whpn these Comrades are available to the National 
Committee at that time weUl -have the right to' 
include them. 
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•Unknown Male ; I would iike to propose that the balloting 

7 be held separately on the 15 at large 

and after that balloting is completed then 
the balloting on the rest. Because there 
may be some delegates nominated for- the 
committee at large who may not 1 be 
elected and then it may be the desire 
of some district to place them in 
nomination on a different slate. 

HALL ; I would say that when the Nominating Committee 
brings back the slate and looks it over on the 
question of balance * at that time this will be 

taken care of I don’t think it should 

be separate. 

Now Just let me say about the National Committee, 
a few words because we have had some discussion ori this 
question and it caught up on the question of 

As you probably know., the present National 
Committee looks a bit thicks but what we are repeating 
I would say is around 40 because there were some 
(deceptions) from the committee that ypu Comrades elected 
(laughter). So the committee has actually been around 
that size. Comrades should know that it costs on the 
average of $4,000 per meeting to convene the National 
Committee. Well, that is a lot of money and we also 
take that into consideration. Those proposals hint 
that the National Committee will become a different 
type of a political party in our work, and Will 
really revert to the role of a national leadership 
that the National Committee should be. 
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In other words, a basic policy making organ 
for the Party. Therefore, I propose the slate that the 
National Committee will most likely meet twice a year. 

It will meet In...... for a week when it will go into 

all the basic - in a basic sense and set the policy 
of the Party over a six month period. There Is a 
feeling that things do not move fast enough.;, that if 
you meet more often than six months, it steps up the. 
course you are to follow. 

Then I propose that we have a National. 
Executive. Committee that is a little larger than 
the present one some place in the field of 14 or 
15', but leave it up to the National Committee. The 
National Committee will elect the National Executive 
Committee, a committee tiiat will meet every six weeks 
or In that particular area. Thirdly, that, the^ 

National Committee will also set up a secretariat 
of five that would be the operating, direct daily • 
leadership of our Party in order to guarantee that 
we would not be floundering- and guessing as to what 
is the daily type of leadership. In other words, 
that is the type of a leadership setup that we 
propose and I say again that we should keep in mind. . . . . 

that I think our Party will. do. .... .when it moves to' a 

higher plane. It- is our feeling that it does meet the 
present stage of the molding and rebuilding of our 
Party in the best possible fashion. (Applause). 


CHAIRMAN: You have heard the report of the Presiding 

T ’ and Nominating Committee. Is there a .second 

to the motion? (Seconded from floor). 
Questions? 

Unknown Male from floor: Who will nominate? 
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CHAIRMAN : It will be nominated by the delegates, in 

your delegation meeting. Are we ready to 
vote? 

Unknown Male from floor : I know that this. ...... .is not 

the only area. ... .'.but I 

noticed that in a talk about 
• the regions there is no 

representative-, * Is any 

consideration being given 
to improving that situation 
there? 

HAL L: I would say that there are a number. Me have some 

Party organizations that we are not proposing to 
have a National Committee member from. This' is 
including Pittsburgh, Rocky Mountains, Denver area, 
Connecticut-, Utah, in other words, there are 
places where we have some party organizations 
but it is the feeling that they are not cohesive 
enough. They are not on the level yet that they 
should get a member. I might, say that in 
everyone of these areas, there are things 
moving, and like I mentioned at the Nominating 
Committee, that I feel absolutely confident 
that at the -ne?it convention that Pittsburgh, 
for instance, although they are having 
no member oh the National Committee, they 
will be in a position to demand three. 
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UNMALE PROM FLOOR: Comrade GUS HALL,. In the report the proposal 

' for increasing the functions of the members 

of the National Committee was not mentioned, is that the thinking 
of the committee? • 

GUS HALL: Yes, that pertains to the work of the National Committee 

on the basis that X explained. There is a proposal 
coming in that we will have regional type of organization and 
the National Committee members, in thej particular region, plus 
other leading comrades, will meet in between and function on 
a regional basis'. 

UNMALE PROM FLOOR: Comrades, I would like to speak very briefly 

and make an amendment to the report. I had 
assumed that the scale of representation is based on membership 
with special consideration for the industrial state, which was 
done at the Sixteenth Convention. I am sure" there might be 
discussion about this in the presiding committee before this is 
reported; However, I think there are imbalances; Unfortunately, 
we have had no report on membership here to ’the convention as 
to specific districts, but Judging by the delegations here I 
think we could pretty accurately gauge the membership. Now 
on that basis a couple of comments. 

CHAIRMAN HATHAWAY : First make yoUr motion, comrade. 

UNMALE : All right, I will make the motion, an amendment. I 

think the 35 is too large. I think the idea of cutting 
It down further is good, A committee of 50 is still excessive. 

I therefore move that we reduce the representation of the states 
or districts, the — representation from 35 to 3Q and that we do 
it as follows.: That we reduce Maryland from 2 to 1; that we 

reduce Illinois from 4 to 3; that we eliminate the member from 
Oregon;, that we cut New York from 8 to 7- that we cut Northern 
California from 3 to 2.... 

On the last National Committee Oregon had 
representation but (for ?) the past year and one half their 
National Committee member never attended the meetings. We 
were told that it was that they Just could not affort it*. 

Now realistically I have heard nothing that indicates a change 
in the situation and I think, therefore, it is impractical to 
give them a member if they cannot attend and cannot participate. • 
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Secondly, on Maryland, I do not know what the Maryland 
membership is, but I believe from what I have been told in the 
past and what I have seen here of its delegation, that it is no 
larger than quite a number of other districts which have been 
given one delegate, including for instance, Washington and 
Minnesota, 


I am sore if we examine the list of membership and how 
many delegates the different districts were eligible to send here, 
we will find, that Southern California is the second largest district 
in the country. For that reason, I do not quite see why they 
should not be at least on a par with others and (should?) insist 
on having the second largest representation on the committee, Wow 
I do not know what the membership of Northern California is but 
I will . 

CHAIRMAN HATHAWAY: I do not think, comrade, that we have to 
7T drag this out. I think you have made your 

point. 

I3NMALB: Alright. I have made my point, I have made ray message. 

CHAIRMAN HATHAWAY: Is there a second to the amendment'. Seconded. 

— . All-2?ight, Mr. chairman of the committees. 

GUS HALL': Now let me first say that the reason I take _ the _floor 

on that point is on the question of Maryland. Some 
other districts for the south said they would like to suggest 
that we have Maryland, one and add one more to the south which 
has so many states involved, but they only have two, I would 
like to suggest on these minor shifts you let the committed 
... , but on the main question, let me tell you something. I 
myself was of the opinion originally that it should be a smaller 
size. When you start working in all the details into it ... it 
becomes a very direct problem. There are many problems that do 
not show up on the face of things and have to be taken into 
consideration. 

Now I will states further on some of these districts. 

It is true they are small, but it so- happens that it is the 
weakness of our party that so many of* these small districts are 
basic, industrial, heavy industrial districts. In someway, ^ we 
have to preserve that;. Now 1 might say further that there is 
another protest from the New York Steering Committee ...has 
already lodged a protest that they want to increase theirs 
from eight i 'SO that there really are a lot of problems and I 
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would say that if the happy 'medium* and I think that the type 
of medium that will be workable is (sine? ) , X would urge that 
we accept the proposal as submitted,* • 

CHAIRMAN HATHAWAY: The question is on the adoption of the amend- 

’ ment. All those in favor raise. their cards. 

All those opposed to the amendment raise your cards. .The amend- ' 
ment is defeated and the question is now on the report of the 
committee. 

UNMALS PROM FLOOR: We are considering an amendment. Would it 

be possible to amend the report in the 
following way .in the proposal for apportionment so as the. states 
,. not cut down in the organization, but would it be possible 
to reduce the at large from 15 to 10 and leave the table of 
organization as ; is. ’It would still make it possible -for the 
states to retain their representation as presented here. . ., .- 

CHAIRMAN HATHAWAY: I think comrade HALL, has already, answered 

that question in his explanation.,. The. question 
is on the report of the committee. 

UNMALE:' I would like to know how the committee determines the 
delegation based upon membership. Did they take into, 
consideration the membership of the area and use a membership 
giving them the right to representation on this or was it 
primarily around the Industrial question? 

GUS HALL:' No. -We take into consideration many questions.. For 
instance I would say that possibly, take Southern 
California or California put together, that actually . • if you 
put it strictly on membership basis would deserve one or even 
two, I would take one additional comrade. But here we took 
into consideration the limited size of .the committee, and there 
is only so many and secondly the distance that would' have to be 
traveled, the distance to New York City. There were a.' whole 
number of reasons that we took into consideration. 

CHAIRMAN HATHAWAY:- All right lets vote. All those in favor of 
r " the committee report and the proposals will 

signify. by raising your cards. All those opposed. It seems to 
be, -I beg your pardon, one opposed.: Now are there any abstentions? 
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— eight abstentions. Now before we ad j ora there are several 
announcements. First the Peace Committee will meet immediately 
upon adjournment --<> Secondly, the Conpittee on National Groups 
will meet up here immediately on ad j oumaient . If there are no 
other announcements I will adjourn until 3:00 p.m. 

This session adjourned for lunch at 1:55 p-im. 

Afterhoon Session 
December 12,’ 1959 

T -1 advised that this session convened at 3:27 p.m. 

ARCHIE BROWN: We are proposing that comrade GERALDYNE (LIGHTFOOT) 

from Chicago be the chairwoman for this afternoons 

session. 

CHAIRWOMAN LIGHTFOOT: The first speaker Will be ... . 

GUS HALL: I would ask permission from the convention for the 

Constitution Committee to be excused from this session. 
The Constitution Committee is going to take up constitutional 
questions — . Constitutional questions are involved and the 
presiding committee suggested that the Constitutional Committee 
meet with a sub-committee of. the presiding committee. So will 
all members of the Constitution Committee please proceed to the 
back room;, 

CHAIRWOMAN LIGHTFOOT:' Could we have a little order now* The 

next speaker will be BILL ALBERTSON who 
will give a report for the youth group.. ' 

BILL ALBERTSON:' Comrades as you can see I am hot reporting for 
: ’ the Youth Committee. I am' reporting for the - 

Committee on Youth Affairs.. Gur committee has in its delibera- 
tions produced- what I believe can be considered really a collective 
document, guesh ^he proof of that is the fact that nObody .got 
everything he wanted -into it but. everybody got something of what 
they wanted into the document. We have before us some 18 resolutions 
on the youth question coming from state conventions and other 
party organs. ' The work of the committee in selecting and bringing 
together the best of the state resolutions and formulating them 
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into a party policy on youth work. I would like to report , , 
it is coming forward with such a policy unaanimously to this 
convention. .Whether you call this a resolution* or a report* 
or a document* or a thesis* the Committee on Youth Affairs 
would like some serious discussion oh the question* especially . 
after so many years of our party 1 s neglect* to approve the 
line in this arguement and as much of it as the convention sees 
fit. 


We are not making a report on the party* s work among 
youth nor in its present status. The document -.itself will reflect 
the stage at which the party is in its youth activities. The 
weaknesses within the document are the weaknesses in youth 
activity and youth work generally. It is I believe* a reflection 
of where the party stands in its youth work at the present stage. 
The resolution or document (follows?): As the (learned?) people 

enter a' decade of shagp struggle for peace* democracy and 
security* American youth are showing powerful beginnings of a 
new upsurge. Coming out of the period in which they felt the 
greatest impact of' Me Carthyism and the cold war* in which the 
drives of conformity and the fear of speaking out weaken and 
$n some cases destroyed their organizations and prevented the 
development of an experienced leadership. 

They entered the new period with a march of 26*000 on 
Washington to demand immediate school intergration* with a 
delegation of 400 to the Vienna Youth Festival* with widespread 
sentiment and organization among them for peace* against com- 
pulsory R.O.T.C, * for exchange with the socialist countries* 
against loyalty oaths * for Federal scholarships c Every 
section of the country can point to signs of the upsurge. 

One area .reports its local young democrats — breaking 
with their long dominating (path?) of leadership and entering 
the struggle for a progressive platform. Another reports 
youth participation in the (play?) against right to work laws. 

In many others* the youth march still marches forward with 
teenage organizations of Negroes and whites continuing to . , . 
forms which represent the most widespread youth activities. 

Action of support for strikers and food collections have taken 
place and the youth are coming to socialism and to our party. 
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The Sputnick and the socialist peace initiative had 
a prof ound effect on the youth reared on a diet of cold war and 
Soviet hate. The youth membership of our party is growing 
faster than any other section, multiplying in some ares ten 
fold in the past two years. Our party, feeling/need to advance 
the democratic movement of youth have with the rest of the 
party begun ifte process of breaking out of isolation and to point 
with pride to accomplishments in the youth march and in other 
struggles. 


Groups of youth interested in Marxist, study and action 
have appeared in a number of cities among college students, 
teenagers and other youth. But this new upsurge is still evident 
unevenly in a great variety of forms, on a variety of issues, and 
in a variety of geographical, areas. The task before us is to 
help to bring about national movements around specific issues. 
Today’s youth .had to — deprived of organizational experience, 
lean heavily on (panel?) support which was not always forth- 
coming especially where it is most needed. Youth particularly 
Negro, Puerto Rican and Mexican- American are — from two to 
four important formative years lost in the draft, insecurity 
and the lowest pay with limited chances for advancement ' on the . 
job and Jack of social, recreational and athletic facilities. 
Thsy (tempted?) youth from solving their problems.. They had an 
educational system characterized by overcrowded public schools. 
Incapacitated by segregation, noth and south, trade schools which 
cost much but teach little. Denied of some of the best teachers 
by witch-hunts and offering curriculum designed to produce an 
anti-union, anti-Communist and Chauvinistic population. 

Monopolyls answer to the problem and challenge of 
youth is bend them to its own task. - It shows youth a (world?) 
of moral restitution, brutal culture and a future of dog eat 
dog and nation eat- nation. When some youth respond to this as 
so called juvenile delinquents, monopoly answers with an iron 

hand for them and all other youth -with simple police brutality 
for the working class and minority young people. The greatest 
responsibility for answering the monopolies lies with the trade 
unions. The steel workers have Issued a pamphlet on trade 
unionism for high school students. Some locals opened their 
facilities to their sons and daughters and — in education and 
trade unity. Many locals and some internationals supported the 
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youth march, but on the whole there is a lack of trade union 
■initiative on the youth .question,. Increasingly adult community 
organizations are working for a bright future- for their children. 
Parent-Teacher Associations and other school funds are providing 
adequate school facilities and teacher's salaries.. Community 
groups strive and provide more recreation. Larger numbers of 
adults undertake to sponser teenage socials and sports. Some 
have tried to provide after school jobsland job training facilities 
Some act on juvenile delinquency in what amounted to be a very 
effective manner. The reports from the trade unions and adult 
community organizations for the winning of youth, for democracy 
and peace and away fpoui monopolies necessitates the envelopment 
of the party as a whole on the youth question. 
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BILL ALBERTSON CONTINUED : Comrades still stained by their 

teens — is a question for the 

young comrades. The problems and outlook of today's youth 
will automatically leave them after their 30th birthday 
but will leave their mark for their entire life 0 The 
significant gains of the Party in youth membership and 
influence helps guarantee our Party's growth. It is true 
that youth represents the future of the Party and the Party 
is the bearer of the future for American youth® The Party 
is the vanguard of the working das? and therefore of its 
youth as well as the working class also. It should riot and 
does- not relegate this vanguard role to any- other group or 
organization® To do so would mean to set more than one 
(center?) of Communist leadership., more than one Communist 
Party, '/ 

The work among youth is the work of the future® 

The present generation of youth led by the working class 
is the guarantee for .success in the struggle for peaceful 
coexistence® They are also our Party of the immediate 
future, .Without full attention to their needs and development, 
the Party jeopardizes its own existence , , , Youth work 
shall be placed next to labor and the Negro people's movement 
as our major area a? mass work. 

First attention must be paid to the existing mass 
movements and organizations helping to build them based on 
their own programs and winning them for united action for 
peace, integration, support for labor and political action. 
Special attention shquld be paid to bringing the question 
of peace to (fulcrum?) especially to the working class 
people and should be extended to those youth setting up 
local youth councils for peace, friendship and exchange® 

Many more adults can be involved in youth work and 
organization such as parents, antir-delinquency committees,, 
youth service, settlement houses, etc® These are also 
important areas of mass youth work® Consideration of their 
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own youth problems must become the concern of all people’s 
organizations and major among such organizations are the 
trade unions. Organizations by units of their sons and 
daughters would be of inestimable value to both the youth 
and the labor movement,. The solution of the special problem 
of xrorking and unemployed youth have become a major concern 
of the trade unions themselves. All possible encouragement 
and aid should be extended on a local basis as well as on a 
national scale to the Party and non-Party youth in their 
efforts to set up Marxist youth organizations . 

Encouragement and aid should be extended to 
students organizing Marxist clubs eand other .club groups 

-r- .. The building and development of teenage groups and 
clubs of all kinds should be encouraged. The education 
and youth divisions should prepare a special educational 

program containing a party to include amongst others 

— — full-time and other types of schools, material for 
classes, discussion groups and self-studies, etc. 

The — ideological campaign throughout the whole 
Party. Beginning on March 1 and ending on May 6 on . the 

youth question , the purpose of this campaign is to 

develop our understanding of this question and to the 

whole Party membership for it to be used in all areas of' 
activity. The material for this campaign shall be issued 
by the Education and Youth QOmmittee. The Party can find 
both the opportunity — t for speaking directly to non-Party 
youth on issues of the day and on socialism. Forums, debates^ 
leaflets,, meetings, etc. should be encouraged to the fullest 
degree. State commissions are urged to • .in < every level 
of Party lead e ^ s b-ip in all divisions and committees.. 

The incoming NC within a period of no more than 
30 days after the adjournment of this convention shall 
appoint a fuil-time director of youth affairs and establish 
a functioning national commission on youth affairs composed 
of youth and adult members. We urge that at 'a discreet 
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period of time those state committees which have not done 
so shall establish a political and organizational respon- 
sibility for youth affairs. The NC among other things 
■ shall issue a regular national -r- youth : bulletin for a 
Marxist youth organization, 

A Marxist youth organization is essential to the 
development of a mature American youth movement* — — help^ 

— — - democratic youth groupings and movements in the direction 
of support to and alliance with the labor and Negro people's 
liberation, movement* It must contribute to the task of 
helping .to unite the present generation of youth against 

monopoly* It tens of thousands of young people to 

the cause of socialism. The conditions for the establishment 
of such an organization must include the existence of a 
substantial number of non-Party socialist minded youth who 
are ready to join with Party youth to set up such an organization* 

It is desirable that as many of these -r^be. ’ 

participating in the activities and struggles of existing ! 

youth movements arid organizations. The formation of such ; 

a national organization today would be premature and there- , 

fore doomed to isolation since the conditions for the formation 
do not exist in a sufficient number of areas ip our country. 

We urge every state committee to develop this 
mass work through education and action and —?• — i that the 
conditions for setting up local Marxist youth organization 
will emerge as rapidly -as possible. Our work must — - that 

existing .mass movements and organizations* our agitation for 
our Party youth program and our educational facilities 
amongst youth will help guarantee such a victory^ We look 
forward to the emerging of a "national organizationally in- 
dependent socialist organization of youth which is dedicated 
to participation in the every day struggles for the im- 
mediate demand and needs of youth which consistently conduct 
agitation and education for socialism amongst youth and^ 
educate — — membership in the science of MarxfsnHkeninism* 
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Such an organization — the growing i will have 

to give serious consideration in policy and organization 
to the interests and other differences existing between 
working and — — • youth* student youths and teenagers* Through 
its educational* cultural* sports* social and political 
activity it should be made -.as attractive as possible to all 
young people* from those who agree to all of its principles 

and activities to those who want just the of socialism 

or just to participate in one of its various activities# It 
should be sufficiently flexible to include all except 
conscious anti -Communist racist and the dead end set. 

The struggle for the needs* desire and aspirations 
of American youth is a struggle to which this convention 
dedicates our whole heart. Our participation in thes e s t r.uggl e s 
will help unite youth in alliance with labor and the Negro 
people against the enemy of all,* monopoly .capitalism* To 
enhance this struggle we present for the consideration of 
American youth the following youth program: 

The right to learn* to become educated, free 
education and educational facilities from kindergarten to 
college* elimination of all forms of • discrimination* in- 
cluding the quota system and guarantee full integration at 
all levels of education* Federal school financing to 
guarantee : - ■ 


A. All necessary improvements in physical plans* 
facilities and staffs to eliminate inequality . created by 
discrimination* • 

B. Expand into college of grants — funds* and 
part-time work projects free of all loyalty provisions* 

C. Free night school from public schools to 
college for those unable to attend full-time institutions * 
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D. Decent wage standards for teachers. 

E. Expanded vocational training to include needed 
work because of growing automation and a non- discriminatory 
job placement program. 

JF - The.reviewsef present curriculum textbooks, etc. 
together — provision of education foor higher skills, an 

accurate picture of labor and minority groups •* contribution 

to American life, education for socialism. Academic freedom, 
the elimination of all restrictions on the right of students 
to organize, to listen, to discuss, to debate, to evaluate, 
to conclude and to act, the restoration of all political 
^rights to teachers where they have been curtailed so that 
they may again become .full-fledged citizens. 

A teacher whose citizenship rights have been 
curtailed by law or otherwise cannot teach others the 
rights, and duties of citizens in a democracy. The right 

to' a job a federal youth works program to provide 

on the job training and prevailing wage rates especially 
in the new skills demanded by modern — business. 

Expansion of - — r* training programs on the job. 

The right of Negroes and other 'minority groups to participate 
in on the job training programs and to have the same right 
to jobs, equal wages and trade union membership as other 
youths have. Unemployment insurance for students who leave 
school or other youths seeking jobs for the first time, 
adequate pensions and voluntary early retirement for adult 
workers to help create additional jobs for youth, the 
right to reasonable recreation and culture, a vastly^ • 
expanded program of slum clearance and low rent housing 
developments in ail communities on a fully integrated basis, 
opening of all present housing to Negroes and other minority 
groups, legislation that makes discrimination in private 
as well as public housing a crime. 
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All public schools* parks and other public 
institutions with recreational and athletic facilities 
to remain open after school hours and on weekends for 
use by young people on a non-discriminatory basis* and the 
establishment of such new centers* Youth participation 
in the administration of all after .school recreational* 
athletic and social service center programs should be 
encouraged and developed* the addition to present teaching 
staffs of duly trained youth workers to work with these 
youths and the organization of present and future facilities* 

A people's educational 'campaign against the attempted 
utilization* demoralization and immoral izat ion of American 
youth directed against the monopolists and all cultural 
media in the glorification of war* murder* crime* brutality 
and sexual perversion. 

The opening of- trade union halls* churches and 
facilities of all people’s organizations for use of the 
sons and daughters of the members by the youth in the 
particular communities and the development of youth activity 
program by such organizations* Adult legal status* including 
the right to vote should be granted to all reaching "their 18 th 
birthday* All these rights in a world at peace. Abolition 
of the draft, of compulsory military training and service 
and of the ROTC* the ending of all atomic testing and complete 
disarmament* ' 

All funds needed for the implementation, of this 
whole program can easily come from a part of the present 
armament expenditure* The development of youth exchanges* 
students* workers* athletes* musicians* teachers* etc. 
between the United States and the socialist .countries. 

We suggest that this program will be incorporated 
in an American youth bill*. * o certain .states might consider 
incorporating or adopting into a state youth bill in time 
for . ,. youth in the i 960 election campaign* Now the 
chairman of the Committee on Youth Affairs moves the 
adoption of this report and resolution. 
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Chairwoman LIGHTFOOT: Motion seconded* The first in the 

: discussion will he DANNY (ph) (possibly 

RUBIN) from Eastern Pennsylvania* followed by CHARLENE 
(possibly MITCHELL) from’ Southern California* 


DANNY (RUBIN) :. Comrades* I think it is a very good resolution 

- — 1 te help carry our work forward* I think 

that it places youth work against the great work of growing 
troubles of our country, growing movements in the sharpening 
class struggle situation* There is against that background 
ah upsurge’ among youth. That upsurge is in its initial 
stages and the question of — for it will go but exactly 
what direction is not yet determined,. There are forces on 
all sides' trying to pull it in different directions. It 
seems to me that the key in determining, that direction is 
the whole question of — r — and labor coming into the battle 
in a big way. 


I think the resolution singles out some of the 
following objectives in bur work: 


The building of democratic youth unity movements 
around a‘ specific need of youth? taking into account the 
present le^el with respect to issue's, and organizations* 
guiding and direction and deepening this movement, , c 
basing itself on work among working class and teenagers 
and also taking into account the fact that today Negro 
teenagers are — — the democratic youth movement. 

The second objective is to show in the process 
of the concrete struggle who the enemy of youth is, that 
it is monopoly and that youth has become even more a part 
0 f __ — . anti-monopoly coalition,. 


Another objective is in the problem of this 
country's struggle to try to show the youth that ---- 
side of labor . . , Another key point in it is that 
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—i — ■ for youth perhaps more* so than- any. other section of 
the people * .. the greatest motion, is in the struggle 

f 03 ? Negro rights, especially integration* We have: a great. 
Job of contributing to fu3?ther this movement *»**-•• On. 
that as a. — --speeding- up- the- process of developing' 
democratic youth- movements, increasing the numbe3? of' 
socialist youth in our country and the number' of' youth in. 
our- Party*. The problem- of helping iri the aiding and' . 
building of such a youth organization- (is to): he careful 
to avoid left' arid right errors » It seems to me that the- 

left — error to make the- youth organization irito a- 

vanguard and a substitute- for'the Party* 

Secondly, .- to. undertake a f 03?matiori of the youth 
league on- an actual basis with only Party. . . rather thari 
developing * * a sizable number of rion-Party people. - I. - 
think by doing that we want to avoid what seems to me a 
right error,- that is conceiving of the youth league as- 
something .that will not -come for a. long long tsjjie »• *-■' • ■ 

Another big objective for our Party is in making 
contributions, placing the youth- question -in a positive 
way in a center of national attention and to develop all 
for ms of corist3?uctive activity on the needs of youth* 

This of course means that in the first .place to help ■ 
guarantee (that) the labor movement plays a big, role and - 
struggle to improve the conditions of youth in determining 
the basic direction we are going. Now to do this it seems 
to me, our Party has to go forward on the question of 
everybody becoming involved-, I know that if .we stay there 
long enough, each special area of work « 0 someone comes 
forward and says, let ! s make this the work of the entire 
Party and then some comrades begin to feel my. God we’ve 
got so many things to do it’s very difficult. Only the 
problem there is that we ought to consider youth work as 
something to the — — of our main objective and , • . « 
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So we see many organizations fight for better 
goals* recreation^ charities* etc* so that in our work 
along these lines we strengthen the main (course?) of our 
work . . . The parents in the trade unions will get into 
the area. I think the unions have to face the fact that 
when they are under heavy attack as they are today* it is^ 
very important to have youth on their side « « « I • think 
we have a number of good examples in the country that we 
should fight in order to begin to expand*. For instance* 
there are some areas i .* take up the question of apprentice- 
ship training and pay close attention to the privileges in 
contracts and • „ training programs . . 0 . We also have 
examples of unions opening up their halls to their sons 
and da ughters but- there is too little of that. In all 
this* guarantee that our work actually goes forward. We ^ 
have to make sure that we have a functioning youth commission 
and a functioning national youth director in order to give 
concrete leadership •to these developments « » 0 With that 
I think you will see a greater surge of democratic growth. 
(Applause). 

Chairwoman LIGHTFOOT : CHARLENE .(MITCHELL) followed by ^ 

Comrade' AL (possibly AURELIO ALDE2MA) of Southern California. 

•CHARLENE MITCHELL: Comrades* first of all I think that 

' TT7 — comrade BILL (ALBERTSON) in his opening 

remarks really said what was true in this committee. I 
think generally it was a collective work. A number of 
comrades worked on every section and it went back into the 
committees and came back again „ « ©- Generally I think in 
r.o miyig out with this unanimous document which is quite a good 
document and they did a tremendous job. I think that one 
of the things that might be be missing and it was necessary 
that it be missing but the people who speak* the young 
people generally stress some of these things which is the 
growing movements . . in their areas „ 
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For example in the resolution that we looked at 
from all over the areas and also from the Chicago Con- 
ference on Youth, we thought there was just tremendous 
things happening among the young people «, Although we 
do not want to overestimate the things that are happening,. 

1 think it is very necessary for us to look at the growing 
things that are happening among the young people. The 
report I would say * * . links up youth with everything of 
American life, with the trade union movement, the struggle 
for peace, etc, and how all of these movements and struggles 
for the rights of the youth are linked together. In this 
sense I think that the Party must look at this youth report 
pot as just another youth report • I hope we will 

feel the desire to speak when ■ they get the ^ floor on . 
the question. For example a number of Communists are in^ . 
mass organizations, trade union movements, women's organization^ 
and the like,. Now in the trade union movements I think it 
has been pointed out a number of times so I want to go into ; 
the women's organizations because here is a question in the 
minds of mass mothers. This is a question that is directly 
faced every 'day, the struggle for » their "youth, for,, 
their fa m ilies , , ,, the struggle on all their deraanas 
for peace and their general rights. 

Now on the last question , , • that is on the 
question of a youth organization, I want to agree with the 
way the report places it and with the way Comrade DAN 
(possibly RUBIN) placed it. That Is we as a convention, 
should welcome the emergence of a Marxist youth organization, 

I think that we have ’ to be very aware that' nationally we 
are not in a position to see the emergence at this particular 
moment of such a youth organization •* • « • I think it is 
going to be a very, important fight then in the organization 
for the fight for young people* The young people like 
adults, even more so, are quite a bit inquisitive about 
changes in society, etc. These young people like to have_ 
more than just the fight of the immediate demand?, which xs 
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the very thing they must fight on now and this is going to 
be the thing that will establish the basis for a Marxist 
youth organization, . «• 


AL (oossibly AUKELIO ALDEZMA) : Comrades I do not like the 

u - ' position I have been placed 

in * * • so that what I am going to do is take you back to 
the discussions that have already taken place and have 
already been approved, I also asked for the floor thas_ 
morning on t]ie Mexican question so that is what I ^ will deal 
with at this time. For the past 10 or 12 months in the 
Southern California district, the district has endeavored 
to promote discussion on the Mexican question . * * • 
program has gone so far as to form a Mexican _ caucus and 
I might add that it was formed with a view in the • future' of. 
giving it the status of a commission. All of this is fine. 


X would like now to express my observations of 
the discussions that were conducted in the meeting which I 
had the privilege and opportunity to participate. First, 
let me say that I present these views in addition to the 
resolution on the Mexican question. Some of these views have 
already been mentioned in the resolution and I would like 
to emphasize them here. Up until now we have discussed 
the Mexican question from the standpoint of the working 
c lass, its advances and relationships with organized labor 
which is the way it should be from a Mexican point of view. 

I agree with its approval, the resolution on the Mexican 
question deals with this aspect of the Mexican question. 

In discussing the resolution, we must take into consideration 
that this, is the first real attempt to deal with the Mexican 
question in the past five years that I know of. At least 
it is to my knowledge, however, it may serve as a good one 
because it starts with the working class, their problems, 
their struggles to .greate a better world for themselves 
and their children after them,. 

Oh the question of the American Mexican community, 
there is one factor that we must study and understand if 
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we want to deal with the question of doing work inland on 
behalf of the Mexican- American people in the Southwest 0 ' * 

I have no doubt that we as the- Party are most interested 
when it is a matter that involves — « The facts that we 
as a Party should know includes all points and questions 
raised in the Mexican resolution « These are the points 
I would like to make, that we try to analyze the situation 
of the Mexican people. We must take into consideration 
the following, question? the extent of political representation 
15 years ago and. what has been the gains even though meager 
as they are? nevertheless they are gains through struggle 
and I know the Party has played a role in these struggles. 
Consequently the economic advances made by the Mexican 
people in general?, not only from the standpoint of wages, 
which of course has given the Mexican people some sort of 
— - to the extent that many concerns now cater to Mexican 
trade. 


Others have set up 'departments or branches to . 
deal with .the Mexican trade. I would- like to say that in 
order to' formulate a program to do work we must know the 
extent of this economic growth. This is also necessary to 
more accurately estimate the potential of the Mexican people 
in the struggles that lay ahead. I agree finally? the 
question of' discrimination and police brutality and for 
that I only need to refer to you the petition sent to the 
United Nations by the Committee for the Protection of the 
Foreign Born* There you will see the whole story of 
discrimination and brutality against the Mexican people and 
you will also, find documented cises. I n Conclusion I would 
like to. point out that in my opinion the following are the 
issues that the 'Mexican people feci most sharply and 
they are ?, 

1*. political representation at all levels of 
government. 

'2, Opportunity of employment and all the related 
advances such as wages? etc. 
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3. Equal opportunity of education and I am sure 
that the Mexican people are willing to fight on these issues* 

Chairwoman. LIGHTF00T: There- -will be a — _ - * • 

— ' ‘ ' 1 change in the speakers. . ■» • 

CONNIE (LNU) from Brooklyn rather than MARK (ph) from New 
York followed by MINNIE (LNU) from New York. ■ 


CONNIE (LNU): I was very happy to hear the resolution that 

was presented . . » and what I have to say is 
more in relation to the New York Conference of Youth which 
took .place last Saturday on the formation of a Marxist . 
youth organisation. I saw so many young people that I did 
not know existed. Young people* extremely capable people* who 
have big ideas* who are really able to fulfill the idees 
they have about this organization. They want to organize 
large masses of working class youth within New York in a 
Marxist youth organization and I am sort of concerned about 
the e xami nation of working class youth because I feel with 
very advanced thinking young people* they are not quite 
awar§ of* the gap or the differences that exist in working 
class youth as opposed to student youth or people who 
have had more experience in the adult world of activity? 


We soft of have to know what youth is* what it 
contains. It is a big job because it is not just a . . . 
freedom feeling or a question of the thinking period for- 
young people. It just has a lot to do with the growing 
up.- of how. to be a persOn* physically developed and it is 
an accumulation 'df a lot of information I J is not 

completely a formed thing. They are affected by what 
their parents are confronted with* They feel xv* They 
react to it in a lot of different ways but they do not have 
the same relationship to the ruling class that the adulc 
members in society have. Even young people who are starting 
to work at 14 or 15 and who contributed a lot of money to 
the family* they still don’t have the same direct relation- 
ship to the ruling class. Therefore they always have the 
prospect of their own family .... 
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This class identification is true of middle class 
youth as well. It is still in its tender forming stage 
because here in university csmpuses and at middle class youth 
organizations you Will find the middle class youth taking 
that — stand.- -• and position in the interest of working 
class people. Still they are not living the sort of things 
these kids in my area* Bedford-Stuyvesant, really ar^ con- 
fronted with and feel very deeply, you would think that 
these kids, if these kids are so advanced in their thinking, 
they should grownup to he some of the biggest and best leaders 
of the working class movement. However that does not always 
hold true, that is why I say this growing up* just learning 
how to be a person . . . emotionally growing up is . a central 
factor in our approach as to how to organize the working 
class element. Working class youth as opposed to intellectual 
youth or middle class youth are not conditioned to organization 
even in their home* they do not have the same kind of order- 
liness that you find in the middle class environment. Order- 
liness that is a product of the condition that their family 
faces. 

' ' Young people in working class communities lack an 

aw^ul lot of free time that their parents don’t know anything 
about. They participate in many activities that the parents 
are not aware of. It Is sort of an independent experimentation 
that they are either involved in some very unhealthy things 
or . . , they do not respond to organizing easily. Ti ^y 
have a sort of a lack, of interest but by the nature of their 
•own class a reaction to organization and to leadership which 
has to do with just having authority . . • • These people 
are tremendous potential leaders • . hut th ey are not 
always recognized as such by the more advanced thinking youth 
because these' kids are involved in activity that —have a 
lot of dreams that don’t always coincide with their actual 
experience in life. Dreams on the part of young people are 
not on the same level as dreams of older people, not so 
abstract. Some of the dreams of youth are very much a part 
of their real character or a potential part of their real 
character. They have to be filled with (what) Marxist and- 
the Party youth have to offer them in the way of organizing 
them. 
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I want to emphasize that when you start organizing 
things you must know and (lay?) a lot of emphasis at cultural 
and social exchange. Just'- the question of learning how to 
get along with other kids and how to get along with them on 
a real social basis. Here in New York especially where the 
majority of kids are Negro and Puerto Rican with working class 
youth, their social contact is very meager*- Even the 
language difficulties, the sometimes superficial differences 
as far as customs and lots of superficial differences in 
tradition. I am sorry it was so long but I was so anxious 
to get in the working class youth who do not know and feel 
uncomfortable with very bright young people. 

Chairwoman LIGHTEOOT: MIMI (ph) from the Bronx will speak 


MXMI (LNU) : It is very obvious that I am not a youth, my 

^ — closest connection is that of a mother and that 

of a county organize^ both of which are very c 3-° se 4o my 
heart. Every report is a temptation to deal with it further 
but in order to cover something in seven minutes I will stick 
to my needs despite the very wonderful youth comrades who 
have been participating in this program. We have participated 
with them to help and we will participate further m carrying 
out the. work they have proposed to this convention. 

We of the Bronx would like to add our voice to 
the welcoming of the convention and the delegates to the city 
. . ‘ . We hope that out of the work of this convention •— 
at some place . . that the. next convention will be held 
outside of New York in 'one of the other cities. We will join 
you and. visit you- there. 

Comrade GUS (HALL) in his opening speech of the 
convention spoke of one thing that struck him very strongly « 
That -was that the Party is coming to. an (even) keel between 
the left and right dangers, following the loth National 
Convention. The Party was held up by a tug of war between 
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the left sectarians and the revisionists on the right. Today 
the Party is standing up because the main body of the Party, 
the leadership and the membership rejected the negative and 
descriptive approach. Today we are sailing on an even keel 
based on our thinking, our work and our constant alertness 
to both dangers. It was a very strong point that Comrade 
GUS made, I would like- to pay tribute on this very strong 
point to a comrade in the leadership who has given very 
strong thinking and leadership on this question, but who is 
not an orator but is one of the finest thinkers in our Party, 
Comrade GENE DENNIS, who cannot be with us today. 

Out of this thinking one of pur programs and one 
of our discussions here in every phase of our work* we will 
find that all roads eanilead to political action, 

I would like to give an example of the work in the 
Bronx. In February we will have a special election for a 
congre s sman in the Southeast section. This is not a slum 
home of the Negro, Puerto Rican or Jewish working class 
families . « . • This work developed a year ago about 
Christmas time. There was a line in front of Sears ^ ?°nists* 
a line of the NAACP-, ' the Puerto Ricans, the trade unionists, 
the Jewish, the whites and the Spanish speaking peopl® • 

Under the leadership of the NAACP and the labor industry 
committee, supported by the churches and unions, last week, 

35 merchants in the area, agreed to the committee when it 
reviewed its — policy on Negro and Puerto Ricans coming 
in. These events also led these forces to participate i 
the youth marches, churches, youth o r gani za t ions f^d adul t 
organizations. All over the Bronx support was developed 
t o^support ° thi s move of enforcing the law of the Supreme 
Court. In the streets of the Southeast Bronx, we found 
they went out with petitions. There were open a in meetings, 
thly participated in the hospital strike, there were com^ 
munity activities to bring in food and helper- on P^pf-et 
lines They are working (on) open air meetings and they 
rested (?) SemocLti? groups fighting the machines. These 
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forces were gathered together even to force the Democratic 
Party to run a Negro congressman or run an independent line 
in hehalf of Negro representation in the Bronx* These are 
the many forces coming together* 

Our Party is organized and they will hold « , « * 

I would like to touch on one question whose committee I 
have worked' with during the entire convention* There 
are a million hands ready to help us wipe out the Sold 
war. These hands we can see moving and working* For 
instance* a recent convention* a national council a-.-. Negro 
woman spent a session on citizens diplomacy and world 
peace* Ten million women are organized at church organ- 
izations, The National County Council of Women has a 
slogan - to further world understanding and to ease the 
world tensions and build a. lasting peace. How can we _ 
afford to ignore "/these forces when we are planning; • ►' 
our work for peace. 

There are a hundred thousand women's hands working 
in shops*. ofS'CES and homes* struggling for equal pay in 
jobs. They are ready to fight the same lousy bossesfof 
trade unions* enlist their full force and ability in the 
coining class struggle,' There are thousands and thousands 
of militant bearing hands of the Negro women* Puerto Rican 
women and American women. One last wordi If you go out . 
tomorrow with a special program and a special understanding* 
.there are hundreds of Party women Who are ready to give . 
breadth to our Party with great sensitivity of leadership 
if we will only give special thought and attention to them. 

This is a convention of new thinking^ of planning 
of competent comradeship. The working class people of the 
(world) are rolling up their sleeves for a fight with 
monopoly for peace* security* equality and the future of 
youth. We are better equipped to (face) this fight. 
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DANNY (LNU) : When Comrade BILL (ALBERTSON) mentioned 
to you that the work of the Committee on 
Youth Affairs had produced a collective document 
he did not mention that it also produced a collective 
lack of sleep.. The report from the committee tried to 
point out what, is new in the youth movement that is 
related to the problems we all face. I would like 
to ask something else that is new, particularly as it . 
relates to our party moving into the work of the youth 
question..,. We can find organizations of youth activity 
on political issues., . not only in the Negro communities' 
but in the white communities as well. Youth organized 
in athletic groups,,. youth organized in special interest 
groups, like science groups, which have broadened 
their outlook due to the development of the Sputnik. 

We have a whole picture before us today of youth 
beginning to move in many different ways and around 
■a variety of issues. 

What do we see for instance in Chicago? ■ 

Let me give you a. couple of examples. The youth march, 
and simultaneous to the youth march, was (developed?) 
many small groups of teenagers around the city. About 
20 of these groups called themselves . together and 
formed the Chicago Youth Council on Human Relations, 
a representative group of these many organizations. 

We found for the first time in many years mans’" of these 
groups are moving into the NAA Youth Councils. Some 
of these groups have yet to be organized and some are 
drifting" tpward- adult •• organizations which are setting 
up youth divisions.. One of these organizations 
in Chicago by examining the work of this organization 
are. going out and looking where the youth were, in this 
particular case in industrjr, were able to evolve a 
perspective in an industry which we found had a pre^- 
dominance of youth. We also found that in Industry., 
the question was occurring (in?) the jobs... .and one which 
was integrated to the problems of organizing that industry 
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around the question of discrimination on jobs. 

These two examples pointed out one thing 
which I think we should keep clear. Comrade (PHIL) 

BART pointed out •. ' - the (centrality (PH)) 

of the Negro question...* The main struggle around the 
fight for Civil Rights, ’which has , developed in the past 
couple of years, has been the -struggle for integration, 
a direct youth issue. Around this struggle we see the 
great heroism of Negro youths. Young married people 
today... start out when- thejr are 1 6 years old and are 
coming into the major cities-up against the problem of 
segregated-', housing. For them, for the Negro youth 
and also the xvhite youth, this is a .big problem. 

Many of these industries, as I have pointed 
out, have . discriminatory policies in their hiring; We 
have in Chicago a situation where the biggest mail order 
house is in the center of a Negro community and 
yet only 3 per cent of the workers in that mail order 
house are Negro. 

Now some points with respect Id -the Marxist 
youth organization. I do not know how I am going, to do 
it in two minutes. The Marxist youth organization in the 
course of its struggle to bring this (myriad' ) -forms 
of youth movements together to develop into some 
sort of a national organization, is indispensable. I 
think that we should remember at all times and in our 
consideration of the line that is put forward in the 
document from the Committee on Youth Affairs that we 
must not make the mistake of dissipating our forces 
completely into the' question of a Marxist youth 
organization. There is one formulation in the document 
which I think is still a little questionnab-Ie and that is 
I don't' remember some of the wording but it is something 
like this, that all' districts should organize the youth 
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into mass struggles ' (in order‘d to lay the basis for a 
Marxist youth organization, I think that this is placing 
the question in. a one sided way. The reason we 
put our youth into mass struggles is to bring about a 
democratic youth movement around the important issues 
of the day and a •- reinforcement for the anti- 
monopoly coalition that w.e want to bring about ourselves:. 

The goal is not bringing about the Marxist youth. organization* 
the Marxist youth organization is one of the ways 
by which we will achieve this' goal,. We Should 
always keep this in mind. 

Just one point on juvenile delinquency. I 
think that we should remember that the, young people' 
who we refer to as juvenile delinquents should not be 
counted out. These are good kids... that if we provide 
these people with places to go* with activities they 
can participate and they can organize'^-., this will bring 
them in off the streets.... 

Chairwoman LIGHTFOOT: The, time has come when we must take 
r rT “ r ~ : T action on the. youth resolution. 

There is a motion on the floor*, can we take action on 
it now* 

Unknown. Male: As a- member of the presiding committee* 

I am. "hot going to oppose the request, I am going to say 
a couple of other things because it is going to come 
up .in the future and the comrades ought to be thinking 
about it. 

Unknown Female: it is the consensus of opinion of the 

— — delegation that the delegate from Michigan, 
the youth delegate, speak and then we will take action. 

Unknown Male from Michigan: I think that in tying together 

~ our decision on the youth resolu- 

tion that we recognize not only the general situation in 
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the world but also the task of the Party, that this is 
probably one of the most serious and one of the most 
momentous resolutions that has ever been passed in the , 
Party, I would like to take my brief time in order 
to expand, upon three things which could possibly 
prepare food for thought for all of us in implementing 
the work of this resolution and in assuring that there 
will be substantial results coming out of this ' 
convention .... 

First of all, -the resolution starts out with 
the general characterization of the youth question today 
and I would like to expand on that briefly. First of all, 
I think that as far as the youth movement today is 
concerned, we are confronted with a situation of a 
tremendous flux of transition and of change. We look about 
us and we see young people of America today coming out 
of the 12 years. o. of the cold war, of Me Carthyism, etc. 

We are confronted with a highly uncivil situation in the 
youth movement in our ’country and therefore, we are 
confronted with tremendous- possibilities and opportunities 
in the field of youth work. We have for example on 
every single front, taking into account all the basic 
contradictions that exist in our society. The facp that 
jroung people are (faithfully?), haltingly and, in a most 
difficult manner, seeking solutions to what is the 
most basic necessity of a young generation, namely 
the development’ of an outlook, of a social identification. 

Most important and the only logical work of 
the Party is the. necessity of us recognizing that the 
fundamental objective in the youth field is to bring 
young people closer and closer jnto harmony with the 
progressive democratic objectives of the labor movement 
today. To get young people, all classes of young 
people towards the traditions, the outlook, past, present 
and future of the labor movement - in our society. 


494 - 


NY 100-4931 


t 


Hals Is a tremendous job.... Secondly, in "relation to 
that, you have a number of other fields... for example, 
the past 12 years has been characterized ... in this 
concept of the great middle class. That we are 
in a class society, that there is no such thing 
as a class struggle.... The most fundamental goal 
of the young people .is the acquisition of the white 
collar .... Well, in view of that situation, 
imagine the impact that is going to develop and increase 
as monopoly in this country calls a halt to the relatively, 
and I use the' term advisedly, tranquil relations that 
exist in the class (structure?). : 

The steel strike today, where the steelmen 
are saying.... now we take the offensive. The coming 
oil negotiations for example, and we can see in the mid- 
west the fact, that this is going to have an impact on 
the' young generation.... It is funny... ‘that we rec- 
ognize that young people today must seek ah adjustment 
to the fact that the United States has a new role in 
world relations;, A role that is not a ".hot dog roll". 

For example, in the. big pas^ola controversey which touches 
young people . because they are the- ’biggest buyers of 
records and juke “box sales. It was an.lrteresting thing 
that the "Detroit News" did a survey on this problem. 

What do they uncover, the fact that the problem of 
morality is so deep that the overwhelming reaction 
of the young people, mainly teenagers, was why .pick 
on the disc- jockeys after a bunch of them were fired 
for taking money.. After all, everybody gets (theirs?')., 
this is the nature of business in relation to our society 
today. 

In the face', of this unsettled situation 
that we are moving into, we have to recognize the 
necessity of fighting to win the minds, the hearts 
of the young people to the working class. In the first 
place, a fight for a higher morality. 
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Now very sketchy , two other points 
on the question of activities. We say this with a word 
of pride because the Michigan Delegation was so forceful 
in putting this point ..across. Detroit has the only func- 
tioning youth march organization in the country right 
now. In other words, a committee which has continued 
indefinitely...,. It exists simply because the concept 
was one of continuing the struggle jointly and not setting 
up a new organization but setting up a coordinating 
group that would move oh to a community level to 
further develop the struggle for integration. I am sorry 
I cannot develop that point but I do want to get on to the 
final point, the question of a youth organisation. I 
would strongly urge everybody to veryseriously digest - 
the essence of points being said .on this question.... 
Therefore, without exaggerating the significance of 
past mistakes on problems In the puth. field, it is 
absolutely, vital for us and we in. Michigan feel 
strongly of this question, to highlight, dnd- ; td-' understand 
certain significant (facts?) on what we are attempting to 
say with regard to the formation of a socialist youth 
organization. It is the necessity of organizational 
independence, this has to be a youth organization 
that is not a "hot-house" in the convention of the Communist 
Party or anywhere else. This has to be an organization 
that makes its own mistakes, has its own leadership.... 

We say this because we move to the point, namely that 
the motivating ) force?) of such an organization has to 
be devotion to the socialist ideal... or placing the concept 
of socialism as the fulfillment of the future of youth.... 
Also in, -following them, in such a wajr thd; /prestige 
of this group can be raised to a very high level when 
you can say, well here is ,a grcxtp of young people who 
live principle. Not only do they believe in socialism 
but they struggle honestly,, forthrightly, uncompromisingly, 
on the day, to day question. 

The underlining concept involved in all this 
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is the fact that we recognize in order to achieve 
this ... the necessity of bringing about an organization 
not onljr on a 50 - 50 level - on Party and non Party 
youth but - its essence comes about as a result of the 
desire of both (Party?) and non Party. If we could 
work in that direction In the strengthening of the 
youth organization of the Communist Party, I think 
that this convention will have achieved a tremendous 
thing for the future. 

Chairwoman LIGHTFOOT: That was well worth the extra 

time. Now we will have action on 
the motion - the motion to accept the resolution on 
youth work. All In favor raise your cards. Opposed. 

It is carried. The next report will be the report by 
the Constitutional Committee by BURT (PH) (possibly 
BURT NELSON) . I' . ' • . 1 


BURT (NELSON?): The Resolutions Committee would like to 

accord recognition and express on behalf 
of all the delegates our appreciation for those 
self-less and devoted comrades who have been spending 
so' many hours with the technical work and . standing at the 
door checking credentials, correlating this flood of 
literature you have in your kits, etc,., as a symbol 
of appreciation to all of them we would introduce 
a comrade to read excerpts from a message from one o.f 
the fraternal comrades. A comrade who secured some 
36 subscriptions to "The Worker" . One of the guest members 
of our Party, Comrade REGINA. 


REGINA' BOELlGtr; 


Comrade s, It gives me great pleasure to 
read to you excerpts from a message of the 
■Central Committee of the Socialist - Unity Party in Germany. 
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Dear Comrade s. 

On behalf of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist - Unity Party of Germany, we send 
militant fraternal greetings t to the delegates of the 
17th Party Congress meeting on the ,40th anniversary of 
the founding of the Party, In the most difficult 
years of the cold war your courageous Party Was the 
foremost of the American .(.living?) mass in the 
struggle for Democratic rights, peace and oo^existence. 

The further development of the internalional situation 
rests upon the tremepdous success of the Soviet Union- and 
the United Socialist Countries, This is also due to 
the continuous struggle for peace . of the wor3d labor 
movements of the international peace movement, and not the 
least; .the struggle of the American Communists.- 

The present situation challenges the popular 
masses of the whole world with new possibilities to 
bring about,,., disarmament . conference and the 
general and complete disarmament. The doing away 
xtfith dangerous situations in which (to live?) 
and securing of the peace treaty,' Dear comrades, strong 
mutual and traditional ties bind the labor movement of 
both our parties. The democratic and peace loving 
forces of Germany are struggling against the forces of 
war, especially against German militarism. 

The main enemy would throw the people into 
military adventures. The first German workers and 
peasants r- they carried oh a struggle against 
German militarism and for the successful building of 
socialism in the German Democratic Republic as 
against the .growing of imperialism in West Germany. 

Dear comrades, we wish your convention great 
success in the (knowledge?) that your struggle for 
democracy, peace and socialism will achieve new and greater 
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proportions. The Central Committee of the Socialist- 
Unity Party. WALTER ULBRECHT, ' . . Secretary, 


Chairwoman. LIGHTFOOT: 

ri— 

Committee. 


Now Comrade BURT (PH) (NELSON) 
will report for the Constitutional 


BURT (NELSON) : Will all the delegates please take your 
constitution out of your kits or pockets 
so that you can follour the report. Your Constitution 
Committee, after an extensive scrutiny of the constitution 
as well as consulation with many members and delegates 
present here, have unanimously come to the conclusion 
that the Constitutional problems before this convention 
resolve themselves into two parts. The committee 
unanimously proposed some sort of solution to both 
of these problems. The first (area?) of the problem 
involves that which includes those immediate 
and pressing problems xvhich affect the day to day work 
of our Party and the work of this. convention. They 
are somewhat Illustrated by the fact that during the 
period of nearly three years that we have operated 
under this constitution, the actual committee found 
it necessary to conduct two referendums. One, to postpone 
the date of the convening of this convention’ because 
we were not prepared to hold it at the time the constitution 
would have made it mandatory. The second referendum 
(was) on the matter of how the National Committee should 
be elected and flowing from that a sequence of constitutional 
changes to bring the constitution into line with the 
thinking of^g^is convention. Now we call our attention 
as a first/to article one - where there is an editorial 
change proposed. ■ I scarcely think that it requires debate. 

It is the (words), the - which is meant to be your aid. 

This is an editorial change.- There may have, been some, 
truth to this thought when the constitution was adopted. 


NY 100-4931 


To get to the - of our work. In article 
: II - Purposes* section one* to add in line 5* after 
the words political activity, the following , Again 
I will call to your attention that the new material* 
what we propose to: add is underlined in the 
draft you have* that which is deleted Is in' brackets* 
and I will try to proceed slow enough so that, you 
can follow it. The first new material to he added:’ 

To attain a peaceful world* so that the America people 
and all mankind can work out their destiny, free from 
the shadow of nuclear war* to attain fuller. :* 
equality for the Negro people by banishing Jim Crow 
in realizing, the fraternal unity of Negro and white. 

You will then continue the rest of the section ss in- the 
constitution. On., behalf of the committee I move 
the adoption of this section of the report. 

Now speaking of the committee on this, we 
needed to stress and to emphasize that one of- our 
purposes is the fight for peace and the fight for 
equality* freedom and justice for the Negro people. 

Unknown Female: Just a .minute. Comrade ARCHIE _ (BROWN) 

wants to give a point on procedure now. 

ARCHIE (BROWN): Comrades, I want to propose that all these 

amendments, now mind you as BURT (PH) has 
said, there are two parts to this report. I am' only referring 
to the amendments procedure be as follows: The chairman 

will ask if there Is no opposition, if there is, we then 
propose that there shall be one speaker for* and onq 
against* limited to five minutes each and then the vote^ 
is taken. That is the proposal from the presiding committee. 
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Unknown Male: . . , pne to over- rule that 

Chairwoman LIGHTFOOT : Does any person have any questions 

~ on procedure? 

Unknown Male: I proposed at the time that we add . . . are 
there any objections.... We don't vote on one of them, 
we vote on all of them. 

BURT (NELSON) : Do I understand that there is no objection 

to the first one. OK. The next article 
we go to is item 3, on Membership.. Section 4, line 9 > 
delete "if feasible", as that is an extraneous- phrase and 
we felt it had no meaning. We could then add line 9 after 
"good standing" that "they may, however, apply for 
readmission within 6 months and upon approval of the club, 
be permitted to pay all. back dues and maintain their 
former standing." It was adopted due to the fact that 
it is a general practice but there is nothing in the 
constitution that says a person can reapply on this basis. 
Are there any objections? We will proceed. 

Article .33T, . structure. Section 2, page 
9 , the line after "By-laws", add the word "or". Line 8, 
delete "or State Committee" retain "may determine". Delete 
all that follows up- to the end of line 23. We move 
that it be adopted. Are there any objections to this? 

No objections. 

The purpose of this is to bring this section 
of the constitution dealing with the State Committees 
and their manner of elections, etc, into line with the 
methods with which we subsequently propose to elect the 
National Committee. OK, We will retain the balance 
of that page. Then on page 10, line 2, delete the words 
"at large". On line 6, delete all material starting with 
"a vacancy among members" and ending with "vacancy occurred" 
on line 12, The purpose of this is to again bring 
into line the question of filling vacancys etc. in State 
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Committees in the manner in which it is proposed to be 
done in the National Committee. If there are no 
objections, we will proceed. 

t 

Article V. National Organization, section 1, 
page 12, line 8, delete "within the first six. months 
of the year", Ihis was the provision which made it- mandatory 
that the convention shafl be held in two year intervals 
and should be held within the first six months of the 
year was (deleted?) by the first referendum that was 
taken under this constitution. 

Section 4, page 13, line 12, delete the 
phrase "at least 90 days" and add "4 months". The committee 
moved for- the adoption of this* The purpose of this 
proposal is to allow for a greater time for pre- convention 
discussion preceding the convention and to get away 
from the fact that pre-conventions have to be sandwiched 
into a 90 day period opening the discussion period and the 
opening of the convention. 

This scarcely allows time for an adequate, 
discussion of the pre^convention material in clubs. 

If there are no objections we will move to section 5, 
which was deleted by the second referendum that our Party 
conducted. We would add a new section to read "that 
'each National Convention determine the. number' of members 
of the National Committee and that election be by secret 
ballot 1 ' In behalf of the committee, I'-, move for 
adoption of this provision. Are there- any objections to 
that? 


We would add a new section 6 to read "the National 
Committee shall be elected at the National Convention 
in the following' manner: that State conventions shall 

make, nominations to the National Committee of any member 
of the Fafty eligible in their own or any othep state. 
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Such nominatins together with any other nominations, 
made directly at the convention shall appear on the 
election "ballot at the National Convention unless a 
nominee has in the meantime declined.” On behalf of the 
committee, I move ‘for an adoption of this portion 
of section 6* " 

(informant advised that from the floor it 
was indicated' that something relative to the above 
section had been, left out.) •. ' 

"i have left nothing out comrades'. 1 For purposes..: 

Of 'clarity, I separated so I will proceed. ‘‘That in 
‘"the election of the National Committee all areas of the 
county be included with due regard to the size of 
membership and the character of the State Organization.” 
On behalf of the committee, I move fcrthe adoption 
of new section 6. Are there any objections? The present 
section 6 then becomes section 7» 

Section 7 will then read: “'Vacancies 

shall be filled by the majority vote of the National. 
Committee. Members may be recalled for cause by the 
affirmative vote of two^thirds of the members of the 
National Committee-." On behalf of the committee, 

I move for adoption. 

Unknown Male: Just dne question as to meaning. Dpes 

that mean that section 7 reads only -that 
language of section 7 . . . . ± am talking about section 6 

because the first - sentence of section 6 ought to be 
deleted completely. 

Unknown Female ; Point of information* . So far, no where 

has there been anyinsertion in reaction 
to the National Committee electing its. officers. Would ' 
that come into that area? 
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BURT (NELSON) : In section 7, and it will become section 

8, and will remain as it is. This 
question was handled this imorning by this committee as 
far as the election to this National Committee was concern- 
ed. That way it was properly (disposed) of by the convention. 
If there are no objections we will go to section. 7» 


HCO:em 

( 1 ) 




NY 100-4931 ^ 

UNKNOWN MALE: On this point, 'you have there that members 

may be recalled for cause by a two thirds 
vote of members .of the National Committee . Now recall vE 
means recall by those who elected- the members of the 
National Committee. The word "recall" is incorrect, 
it should be "removed for cause." You cannot recall 
somebody you did not put there. Recall is something 
that goes back to the body that elected. 

BUR! t NELSON : X think you are probably right and your 

(full adherence.) to parliamentary correctness 
will, be so observed. Next is the question of renumbering 
sectiorS until we come to page 15* line 6 from the bottom 
where we would delete "in connection with its duties" 
and insert the words "in fulfillment of its duties," 

The present section $.0.? will become present section 11. 

On page 16, last line It will be changed to read "from 
at least 4 times a year" to "at least twice a year." 

On behalf of the Committee I move for adoption. Are 
there.;::,any objections? A brief word of explanation on 
this is that it costs a very great deal of money to convene 
every session of the National Committee. We are under 
pressure to have short sessions when we have them 4 times 
a year. If they were held twice (a year) they could 
be perhaps 5 or 6 days* It is construed within the 
meaning of this that in between Regional Conferences 
of National Committee members with other people invited 
would be held to work out a more effective functioning 
or leadership by the National Committee. This then 
is the. intent by the authorising committee. 

UNKNOWN MALE: Did the committee consider the situation 

"fKE -.'resulting from the first sentence 

"the National Committee shall elect by secret ballot 
and majority vote such officers as it decides upon. 

Officers shall be members of the National Committee 
by virtue of their office," The question in my, 
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mind is "what about the election of 1 National Officers 
by the National Committee,.'" 

BURT NELSON : Well, the Committee did consider this and 

it was the thinking of the Committee,, as 
I recall it, that this was the prerogative of the highest 
body of the Party, the Convention. Therefore, it was 
decided by the Committee this morning . , * the 
recommendation that the convention decided that the 
National Committee should elect the officers* Therefore, 
that is the manner in. which it will be done' in this 
convention, 

UNKNOWN MALE'S- That is the reason I asked the question 

about the Constitution that will govern 
the (election of officers), 

HJRT NELSON : Precisely, This stands as I understand it*. 

Comrade CARL, that it would be necessary • 
in the next convention. Now it . occurred to me that there 
was some reluctance to yield up this prerogative on the 
part of the convention. 

UNKNOWN MALE ; I would like to say that it does not 

follow from the change here that the 
convention is yielding any prerogative but I do think that 
we would be on stronger ground in the Constitution 
if we made provisions for the perogat-ive of the 
National Committee or the convention to provide for such 
an election .as we did do in this convention, I think 
we have' had some experience on occasion with our Constitution 
turning against us, by those who make it their business 
to do so and without in any way changing any thing in 
terms of our intent. I think we would be on stronger ground 
if we inserted a phrase here which would -.make it possible 
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for the National Committee to elect in the event that the 
convention does not do so. Otherwise, you are in effect 
obliged to amend the Constitution. Now we did not do 
that this time. Me had the convention by unanimous 
consent decide that the next National Committee would 
elect its officers. I think we should find some way of 
writing it into the Constitution. 

BURT NELSON: CARL, if you read the rest of that material 
.a:.;. on that page - I will read it and I think 

it covers it. "The National Convention shall elect by 
secret ballot such officers as it decides upon. All 
of. whom shall be members of the National Committee by 
virtue of their office. The National Committee shall 
name, an executive committee and shall name such other 
officers and committees as it thinks necessary" Now the 
construction put upon this in the Constitution Committee 
was that if the convention so willed, the National 
Committee could elect all of its officers and name 
all of its committees, but first the permission of the 
convention had to be obtained each time. 

CARL WINTER: W$ll, without accepting (finally) I am 

.s&tisf.ied as (to the intex’pretation placed 
upon this section by the Committee?). ' 

UNKNOWN MALE: On page .15 in describing the policy of the 
* National Committee ... remains as 
Now I have always objected to this formulation because 
on page 15 it (treats) the pre-convention of the • 
National Committee as the highest authority of the 
Party, representing the Party as a whole and as such 
having the. authority to make decisions and take action 
necessary and incidental to the welfare of the entire 
Party, to act upon all problems and developments, etc. 
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Now I have always objected to this because 
it gives such sweeping powers to the National Committee 
that they can act in every level and in regard to 
every level of the Party, Now In my opinion, centralism 
here goes a little too .far and the weakness is that no 
definition is given regarding the powers of the State 
Committee and the local organizations, such as is 
provided by many Constitutions of many Parties, I think 
this will help to create all kinds of difficulties because 
under this clause the- National Committee can act as 
to the removal of any organizer,, any member, etc. There 
is no (definition?) that the districts have a (power) 
concerning the day to day work in their own locality ♦ , , 
I think there is such a proposal - with review to the 
Constitution in the light of democratic centralism, I 
will not offer any amendments' here as .It would raise a 
new question,’ I would rather have the National Committee 
review it. from that standpoint, 

BURT NELSON :- Very good. In response to that and without 
• becoming argument at ive> c , A to outline the 
power of the National Committee, Now on page 11 in 
respect to the States section 3 pertains to this and 
section 4 and 5 separate, with' section 4 in particular. 
Page 11 ”in matters of a local, state or district matter, 
section*, county and district committees have the right 
to make decisions within the limits of the general 
policy of the Party as determined by the Constitution, 
the National Convention and the National Committee i 
We believe that that -in keeping with the general 
concept of democratic centralism and is further related 
to this section on rights and duties of members. We 
have a problem here that can be resolved by a simple 
motion, I believe; jSnd that is how quickly to (define?) 
some, of this stuff , , . 
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UNKNOWN MALE : I think in the spirit, of the remarks 

“ : ‘ of the chairman of- the Committee and 

also in the .spirit of what was said- before by- the. • 
Comrade, from-' New York,, it is simply a matter of the 
use of language as. in the case of recall and removal,, 
for- example, in which the meaning of removal was 
explained in an excellent speech*. 

It seems to me that the word "shall" is 
incorrect here as "shall" is .mandatory., required and; 

It seems to me that the use. of the word "may" would 
have been more, accurate and conveyed the Intent*. , * * 

BURT NELSON: It will be in the new section 8. 

UNKNOWN MALE: The National Committee may select by secret 
' r " ballbt or majority vote.,- --.that means, 
that each convention may act on it and may or may not 
do it that way. 

BURT NELSON; Again I do not .wish to become argumentative 
The Constitution has agreed . * , the 
idea that the convention was prepared to yield up on 
this question. They did give their- permission .as to 
what was to be done* Now if there is going. to be a 
big issue here, let us take a vote on It, No further, 
objections, can we' move. 

Now the Rights and Duties of .members,' 
Article 6, Section 1, line 14. Delete "they also have 
the right in accordance with section 2 of this^ article 
to dissent from decisions that have been made," The 
primary purpose of the Constitution Committee in 
taking this one out' was that it was redundant and the 
repeating of another section.' The motivation of 
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taking this out was not-.one of principle, " and~i£ -there are 
no objections , . . Now it appears in section 2, 
beginning with the- second paragraph, where the whole 
sentence has been deleted. We prGpoSe;/to.^ delete the 
language here as It is not within the area of the 
problem. So we- will have a vote on this if there are 
no objections. 

You will now go to line 18, same section. 

We should insert the word "should” to read "members 
should be active in carrying out the program of the 
Party", then, we would insert the word "read"' which 
will' be "to read and circulate literature, to increase 
their knowledge of scientific socialism and to attend 
club meetings regularly. " 

On behalf Of the Committee, I will move 
for adoption* ' If there are no objections I will 
proceed. 

Now section 12, page 21> line. 10, where vie 
would delete the phrase "without prejudice." We have 
been reminded in this section that there have been some 
resignations of which we feel a little prejudiced 
about (laughter)-. Iwmiove to adopt this and. if there 
are no objections we' will proceed. 

UNKNOWN MALE: I should- like ' to bring you back to 

page 19, top of the page, first 
paragraph where you speak of the guarantee of the 
right to (think?) shall be implemented by providing 
for the expression and discussion ... of Party 
publications. • The publication provided for in section 
13j does that refer- to a special publication . . .? 
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The question being asked was "does 
this section, this material, provide 
for a publication to express dissenting view," Now 
to hear out some opinions of this , , . One of the 
items dealt. with , . jn another matter and .it was 
suggested 'that we would pass this for the time being. 

We (recorded) it, 

UNMOWN MALE: Mr, Chairman I am not quite clear here 

in deleting "without prejudice". Why 
was that put in there in the beginning? (laughter) 

BURT NELSON: Well, the 'Chairman of the Constitution 

Committee will not endeavor at this 
time to develop why- it was put in there, I can tell 
you. why it was taken out. It was. taken out precisely 
because some people do resign with prejudice to the' 
Party and upon whom we have prejudice too. We do 
not propose that xve should give any one the automatic 
right to resign . We say he has the right to 
resign and that is as far. as we are prepared to go. 

Can we proceed. 

Now section 3, page 22, line 8 where we 
propose to add the language, that after "any member" 
the. language "or Party Committee." Line 13 would 
add after "in that club" the new language "clubs 
or individual members may request the help of . the 
next higher committee on such charges." In line'16 
after "trial committee"- add "of the club or appropriate 
higher $a%ty'- body. 

Section 6, page 23, line 1 we would add after- 
"any member" the words "or committee." I will move 
for adoption and there will be a word of explanation. 
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Now tfcie present language in the .Constitution is so. 
ambiguous that we have had a sequence a£>f problems 
over the Ration as to the meaning of the intent of 
the existing language. To illustrate I believe it was 
in Los Angeles * a group of Trotskyites declared that 
they Joined the Party,' were in the Party and composed 
the Party and insisted that this language prevented 
anybody outside the club from bringing in any charges. 
They had a little hassle about this' little problem. 

We had a similar situation in' Seattle and there have 
been many ingf^hces. where this language- is so ambiguous 
that you have 'to be a- lawyer before you could determine 
whether anybody could be brought to trial. The point 
on this is that whenever there are charges, a need 
for a trial, you should declare the basis. for it, 
the method to be used, y the procedure and that it shall 
be handled expediously $' There is the right to appeal 
to the next higher body. The effort here is to make 
this clear.. We make ho extravagant claim that we 
have done s.o but. this was the intent. 

UN KNOW MALE: We have had some very interesting 

experiences with this section in our 
district of Northern California . . . You will notice 
the section where it says - about charg§s being made. .. 
It makes a mandate that the charges be acted on and 
calls for the election of a "trial" committee. It 
seems that vie have all these things except a mandate 
for action ... 

Now it is true that the (f irst-|l part of that 
section can clarify it but I believe there should be 
an addition to the sentence in this section and that 
it shall be perfectly clear. Now actually I believe • ; 
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that section should he changed to read, and will he 
in perfect agreement with the intent of the committee* 
Charges shall he acted upon by the .club or appropriate, 
committees. . . This will put it in the jurisdiction 
of the club or appropriate higher committee. 

BURT NELSON; It is the •'.intent of the committee 
ssi-u* w , that we advance the problem. » . 

and as chairman I do not feel that this is 'too big 
an issue but if you want to press your point I am 
not going to argue with you* 

UNKNOWN MALE; I would like to speak against that 

? 7 ■' ' proposal* The proposal that was made- 

by the Comrade. 

GUS HA-LL: I would like to s.<&§r language developed 

in the Constitution which would take 
care of the problems - confronting the Northern 
California Party. However, we had an experience 
which was just contrary to this one,. We' had an 
experience where a : higher body ’in the Party brought 
on charges a comrade and a club' in the Party and destroyed 
years of work in the Party without the club ever 
knowing about it.,. That is what we want to - avoid and 
that Is why It,-. was originally drafted that way* • 

Now x think that 'language, has to be found that Will 
handle both sides of this question. We certainly 
do not want the' clubs by-passed and charges against 
any member of the club. We have to guarantee that the 
club is aware of it. 

UNKNOWN MALE POSSIBLY MIClflE LIMA : Comrades I' want to 

' * ' “ ■ speak for the amendment 

made by SOL (PH) (possibly SOLOMON MONROY). ' If there 
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is a procedure any place in the Party where a higher 
body can proceed against a member of a club and we 
do not know anything .about it> something is radically 
wrong «... I have seen it happen and wording, 
in the Constitution is. not going to take care of that 
matter. The point is here, you have heard what 
happened in Los Angeles with regard to the Trotskyites. 
This Same thing happened'iin Northern California in 
connection with a. certain club where the tail was trying 
to bite the dog and the higher body said that this 
individual was acting in a wrong way. -.Charges had 
to be brought against him for anti.-Party activity 
and the higher ..body has not only the right but the 
duty to proceed that way. This convention must give 
that body the right or the power, whatever you want 
to call it, to proceed to handle that question. 

Do not forget that there are procedures relative to the 
question of appeals- a31 the way up to the National 
Committee* Do not forget that and if we are not 
going to have this, we. are not going to have a Party. 

Chairwoman LIGHTFOOT:. We have had one for and one 

against the • amendment . I think 

we have to vote. 

Secretary from the Floor: Secretary reads proposed 

amendment from the minutes. 
"That the section shall say that clubs shall act upon 
charges. Now the change. To react ^-"that charges 
shall be acted on by the club or committee having 
appropriate jurisdiction. :: 

BURT NELSON.: . « * • the objection that ... 

was following line 16 after the trial 
committee. We are assuming that when charges' are 
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brought by a higher body or a trial committee or when 
a club asks, for help . . . We said * , „ all such 
charges shall be ac&ed on' expediously by an elected 
trial committee -then added, on the club for appropriate 
higher body. 

UNKNOWN MALE: Since there is no actual, controversy in 

principle, why .panit'' we- throw this 
back to the committee to work out '* .. » 

BURT NELSON: The committee did not look with favor 

on that.,. 

Chairwoman LIGHTFOOT: A question has been cabled. 

3&&L1 we vote. All in favor of 
the amendment as stated hold up your cards. Opposed^, 

. UNKNOWN FEMALE;- As I understand it, r the committee 

is prpposing that sentence which, 
reads "clubs shall act upon the charges directed against 
any member in that club. It shall be changed to reads 
"charges shall be acted on by clubs or committees having 
appropriate Jurisdiction followed by the changes of, 
the committee. . 

Chairwoman LIGHTFOOT .: All in favor of the amendment 

’ r ""“ raise your. cards. .Opposed'? 

The amendment is carried. 

BURT NELSON : I think this brings before the convention 

now, the question of accepting this part 
of the Constitution Committee report as amended by this 
amendment. Are there any questions'^ 
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Chairwoman LIGHTFOOT : A question on the motion. All 

in favor hold up yo.ur cards , 
Opposed,? Carried. Will those who are opposed please 
hold up your delegate cards again so we can count 
them. 


BURT NELSON : Now, we have an editorial proposal which, 

the committee feels somewhat strongly, would 
simplify the work of the next constitutional committee 
and would certainly simplify the work of the membership 
in trying to (bind?) (ph) that into- the Constitution. 

That is, that this Constitution be reprinted, that it 
be properly and adequately indexed. 


Chairwoman LiGHTFOOT: 
Carried*. ' 


All in favor will hold up their 
delegates cards. Opposed '1 


BURT NELSON: Now then we come to the second area of 

• ■' '■ 7 • "t. the." sproblgm' that >the constitutional" 
committee voted unanimously ancteagreed was the^-paobiem 
and. unanimously proposes a solution. It pertains to the 
section that Comrade. POTASH was asking about and some 
other items. The item that Comrade POTASH was asking, 
about begins' on the last paragraph on page 18 and 
continues on over to about one third they way down on 
page 19* It deals with the question of dissent in a 
publication for a vehicle to dissent in - it goes in 
the direction of a number of bther questions. Questions 
which the committee felt were- very serious .questions, 
questions that needed further study and development. 

We. therefore propose a motion, which is as follows:' 

That this convention goes on record as instructing 
the incoming National Committee to make the necessary 
changes so that the Constitution conforms more with 
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the basic principles of democratic centralism. On 
behalf of the committee* X move the adoption of this 
motion and I will speak on it briefly.. The committee 
spent a great deal of time pondering how to pose the 
problem that centers around this question of dissent* 
how to propose some aspect of democratic centralism 
in the Constitution, We found that we did not have 
the time to adequately work out the wording of it so 
we finally arrived at a decision in consultation with 
members of the presiding committee and members of 
delegations here that the best way to handle this 
question was, one, by a motion that firmly declared 
we* the convention* believes in the principles of 
democratic centralism and instructs the National 
Committee to work out the language of tWs in full 
confidence that the National Committee would be able 
to do this and do it far more expeditiously than we 
would be able to do it in the very limited time 
that we . have 

UNKNOWN MALE; Comrade chairman I do not think that if 
we have any provision in this 
Constitution that would giveifr; such a power to the 
National Committee that after the convention to make 
changes unless we also make a provision here that it 
goes oat for referendum after the changes are made* 
otherwise you are not acting within the Constitution. 

This is my opinion and I think that the comrades 
will share my opinion. 

BURT NELSON; The chairman of the Constitution Committee 
recognizes that this is somewhat of an unusual 
procedure as it does not say in the Constitution 
specifically how the Constitution shall be amended. 
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This is recognized. But nonetheless, we felt that 
the convention could instruct the National Committee 
to do a certain kind of a job in a certain way and 
that it had confidence in them that they could and 
would do it. 

WILLIAM L. PATTERSON: Comrade chairman, could not 

‘ comrade (PAT) TOOHEY’s remarks 

he rectified by the committee directing that a 
referendum be taken after the National Committee acts? 

How do you think on that comrade Chairman? 

BURT NELSON: ' The. convention can do as it so will£, 

..... as it so desires. The chairman of the 

Constitution Committee does not think in this instance 
that this is obligatory. 

BILL ALBERTSON : The convention j&S the highest and 

supreme body of the Party has the 
right to delegate any of it’s powers to any committee 
of the Party to carry out those powers and therefore 
the suggestion made by^the. committee is perfectly within 
order and is constitutional because it would be delegating, 
its powers to the incoming National Committee. 

UNKNOWN MALE: I do not want to speak oh this question. 

I want to speak procedure. Now this is 
not substantive and I think a substantive use of 
procedural, questions, I believe that that shouB be 
finished first and I would suggest that it would 
expedite matters if somebody would, if- they want to, 
that they make a motion on this thing and handle it 
like you did before, one for and one against and then 
vote on it. Now, once that is over and this is 
straightened away, if there is then any discussion or 
objection on the substance of the motion , .. . ,vW 
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the proposal for these events* » . . two speakers 
for and two against limited to five minutes apiece and 
then we take a vote on it. Now if you approve of 
that, there are already a few comrades who have asljed 
to speak on it and they will he heard from if- they 
want to speak in this fashion. 

UNKNOWN MALE: A point of clarification. It seems to 

me that the comrade that raised the 
question • said that some more or less hut following 
the Constitution . . . .'is the way that the Constitution 
should give members, not as it ... . It does not 
seem .... It seems to me that we do not have to go 
through the procedure suggested hy the chairman of the 
presiding committee because this convention under 
parliamentary procedure has the right to delegate 
it s.-> authority to the incoming committee and on this 
specific question the committee becomes a subcommittee 
of the convention as it relates to the question. 

UNKNOWN MALE PROM FLOOR: Comrade chairman, a point 

of information. As I 

understand the recommendation is that we refer this 
question to the incoming National Committee with 
instructions that they settle the question, that they 
come in with a drafted form on this question within 
the spirit of democratic • centralism. Is that it? 

Now one thing I want to know about is during the 
interim between that time that the National Committee 
decides this question and now do people have the 
right to go around and dissent on all questions? 
(laughter) . Do they? I want to know that now. 

UNKNOWN MALE; I would like to answer that question. 

You see, that is why it is suggested 
that you settle the procedural question first that 


- 519 - 


HCOtem 

( 16 ) 


, ^8 

WZ 100-4931 

TOOHEY raised - get that out of the way. If somebody 
wants ,;:to make a motion, let him make a motion, motion 
that people do not know what they are. speaking about, 
in order to veer one way or the other •the point that 
he makes. Let. the chair rule' on it. It is further 
suggested to the comrades .4$©#. 
does have the power to delegate arid then .we can 
decide- whether you want to delegate it Or not, 

.UNKNOWN MALE: I ajn not asking whether we ivant to or 

•V-v-v.i ■ not. All I want to know is during 

the process, during mis interim period, do we abide 
by the Constitution. 

Chairwoman LIGHTFOOT : I know r Easy does it. A 

rr-r - ruling has been asked for the 

chair, PAT, you get- up here. Parliamentarian please 
come up here.. A comrade, has. asked for a ruling from 
the chair as to whether or not the convention can 
delegate, the power to the National Committee and 
the chair rules in favor of that and so that is 
why we asked' .... 

PARLIAMENTARIAN : If the chair rules on that 

interpretation of the question, fhe 
only way that that can' be changed is .by an appeal 
against the ruling of the chair. But it is my 
impression that this question has been settled since 
there has been a withdrawal of it. If that is the 
ruling of the chair, there is no question before the 
house. Now before we send to the Constitution Committee 
that the Constitution as amended by this convention 
would be Just that until the National Committee had, its 
first .meeting to adopt this question and resolve it. 
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It they do not do it at the first meeting, then as 
soon thereafter -as possible but the Constitution, 
the language of it, would stand. 

'UNKNOWN MALE : Comrades about a point t believe -5 * 

made) is a serious question. 

He answered it by .. , . , What we are going on 
•record, it seems to me, and its the thing here, is 
that we find the present wording in the Constitution is 
not constant with the principles of democratic centralism. 
If a simple motion to record that fact that we find the 
existing Constitution not in conflict with the 
principles of democratic centralism but- we give the 
authority and we go .on record for it, it means that from 
this moment on* that the principle? of democratic centralism 
prevail but that the wording is given to the National 
Committee for its action. 

BURT NELSON : The motion that the committee made, is 

as follows: That this convention goes 

on. record as instructing the incoming National Committee 
to make, the necessary changes s.q that the Constitution 
conforms more fully with the basic principles- of 
democratic t o$ntmlisra. That is the motion and' its 
before the house. Now I would speak in brief on it. 

JJ Yimous opinion of the Constitution Committee 

that the Constitution is of a democratic centralist 
character but- that this is not full or complete in 
the language in all instances. This issue is how 
to place the language so that we do not have ambiguity 
or . . , that it cannot or can be too readily- 
misconstrued. And it is the understanding of the 
committee that the issue hene is one of langu ag e and 
working Q.ut how we state it and we did not have time 
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in the. Constitution Committee to do it. It is a most 
serious and somewhat involved question to take all of 
these things adequately. 

UNKNOWN MALE: Comrade chairman, I would like to make 

an amendment to the proposal. I would 
like to make an amendment that would read as follows: ' 

That we delete the right to dissent from this Constitution 
-and let the National Committee reword it* but we delete from 
here this section beginning* the guarantee of the right 
to dissent provided by fhe section shall be implemented, 
by the right for expression and discussion of the many ... 
until fhe National Committee is able fo come in with 
a correct formula. 

BURT NELSON: The chairman of the Constitution Committee 

understands the intent of the committee* 
this is not ah acceptable amendment to the committee,. 

UNKNOWN MALE BROMTHB FLOOR : I think the issue of 
r ^ ~ T those paragraphs. . . 

C hairwoman LIGHTF00T: Just a moment* we have a motion 

" r ' ’ " on the floor. Wehave a second 

to that. We can have onefor and one against the motion. 

UNKNOWN iy?ALE FROM*: TEH "FLOOR : I do not think the issue 

T ~' ‘ here is voting up or down 

the right of dissent but that would if be acceptable 
if during the period* as. the motion states here* during 
the period when the National Committee is working out the 
appropriate wording, the paragraph which describes the 
guarantee in terms of a special publication* that the 
la$t paragraph be stricken until they can figure .put- 
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the wording, because otherwise its a question of a 
publication which has to be published in order to discuss 
its many views and ... up in the air. 

BURT NELSON: Comrades, I understand and I fully 

sympathize with your anxiety on this. 

But ^ I do not think we should start to tinker with this 
motion now. It is the feeling of the committee that 
we should not tinker with it, even though I sympathize 
with some of the views of you. I just '.would prefer that 
you would not tinker with this. • ■. 

Chairwoman LIGHTBOOT ; All in favor of the motion, 

raise their delegates cards. 
Opposed,? The motion has been carried. I do think the 
motion has carried. . . 

UNKNOWN MALE PROM FLOOR: He asks, please state the 

motion comrade. 

Chairwoman BIC-HTFOOT : The motion has been carried already. 

UNKNOWN MALE FROM FLOOR : I want to know whether the 

votes on the amendment or. 

the motion • # . ♦ 

Chairwoman LIGHTFOOT: On the- motion. Okay. 

BURT NELSON: Comrades, I know, everybody is ti^ed. 

•If you would pay' some attention . ,. . 
we would be through sooner. This completes the work 
of the Constitution Committee i On behalf of the 
committee, I move that the committee be discharged. 
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UNKNOWN MALE: Comrades, I want to make the following 

' • ' proposal for your approval or 

disapproval that the presiding committee appoint, in 
Connection with the upcoming election, presiding 
committee appoint five spellers, one of them as 
chairman. Secondly, . that these spellers •handle 
the, preparation of ballots, their distribution, 
collection and, counting and report the results 
nt-o this commission#, ?hat is a proposal from 
the. Presiding Committee. 


Chairwoman--- Any discussion. All in favor will 

hlGHTlOOT; hold up the delegates cards. 

UNKNOWN MALE: -Now the, next proposal is as follows r 
' " rrrr r ~ Is PHIL BART (phj? I am going to 
need your help, on this one* Proposal is that when 
we adjourn this evening we adjourn into caucuses 
and when we adjourn. now we adjourn .into caucuses. 

Your . . . is your caucus for the purpose of- 

nominations. You can decide to go eat or however 
you want to do it but before the- .... 

Tonight you should try and we hope that 
you will finish your nominations and be. ready to report 
them to the presiding committee-. -Now what is that - 
well, T think the .... delegations ought to turn It 
into the presiding committee this evening, as they 
get finished or report where they stand ^ do not go 
away you have to find out where to caucus PHIL - 
the announcement r now listen carefully - the announcement 
as to where your caucuses are going to meet. PHIL 
will give them to you. Will you please pay attention. 
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PHIL BART: I suggest that there he no adjournment 

~ ~ for dinner hut that caucuses go right 

into session so that we can complete this session 
sometime in the next few hours. You have already been 
informed about evening affair. . You have all the 
information about the affair tonight before you and 
if you have not, they will be distributed $,o you. 

Now, here is the - Now I will only give them once 
Comrades so you had better take it down. New York* 
the whole left section of this hall. None whatsoever, 
except size. New England, my right, over there. ^ 
Eastern Pennsylvania, Room 1027. Now we want -• 
we gave rooms especially to those who had rooms. 
Maryland and the South, near the checkroom, on the 
left , ' Ohio, Room 927 and you get your key from 
Illinois. Michigan, in the technical room. 

Illinois, Wisconsin, Missouri, we suggest meet 
together, because the, others are small delegations 
and should have the benefit of the discussion, in 
committee room in back of the (technical) room, 
used by the presiding committee,' ^ 

. Will everybody sit down so that they 
‘ XlCHl-TFCCT " can hear what Comrade BART is saying 
and they will not have to ask’ questions or go to the 
wrong place.. Okay. Comrades in the back will you 
please sit down. 

PHIL BART: Minnesota, Room 929. Get your key from 

Illinois also. Wading ton and Oregon in 
the exhibition room, oh my left there. Southern 
California, room 829-. Northern California, Room 1026. 
Southern California r- you gave the wrong »- well r .go 
to your own room, you gave me the wrong room here. 
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Northern California is 1026. All right you have a 
room, go there. New Jersey, 914. Wait, Just a 
minute. You have room '927. 

■" Comrades we -will adjourn after this 

one announcement. In the morning there 
will be a special report, a fifteen minute report on 
the Cuban situation by JOE NORTH. I am sure that 
all of you are awaiting to hear him. It will 
be in the morning instead of tonight. 

UNKNOWN MALE: Comrades, do not forget to take all 

of your material with you. Do not 
leave any notes, do not leave your books, do not 
leave your folders, take everything- with you. 
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MORNING SESSION 
December. 13, 1959 


NY T-l advised that this session convened 
at 10: 30 a.m. ARCHIE BROW was elected chairman of the 
Session. 

ANIHONY KRCHMStm presented proposals made by the National 
Committee in that the incoming National Committee should set. 
up a national commission to guide the national group field 
work. He further proposed that a series of conferences be 
held in the national group field work and that the incoming 
National Committee should prepara a resolution on the 
national group field. All the above proposals were presented 
in the form of a motion which was carried. 

JACK KLING : A Commission on Jewish work has been meeting 

before this Convention and was working for 
quite some time to prepare a. resolution for the Party in 
preparation for this convention. Unfortunately, the work 
of the commission has not been fully completed, and while a 
draft resolution was prepared and submitted to this 
convention, to the committee that was established by the 
convention, the committee felt that in view of the fact that 
we didn't have enough time to consider fully this resolution, 
and in view of the fact that there were many questions in the . 
resolution of a debatable character which required more 
lengthy time for discussion, the commission was unable to 
act on that resolution, and the commission decided to 
recommend to this convention that the incoming NC should 
take over this draft resolution that has been prepared plus 
additional material, consider all. these questions, ■ and that 
the incoming NC should prepare a final resolution on the 
.Jewish problem, questions in this country, and "that this 
resolution should be finalized, completed by February 15th 
and at that time, submit the resolution for the consideration 
of the Party as. a whole. . ’ 
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Therefore, comrades, the first motion in behalf 
of the committee., is that the incoming NC shall be instructed 
by this convention to prepare a final resolution on the 
Jewish problem by February 15th. That's a motion. We'll 
act on that after the full report. 

Now, while the committee also felt that it's 
extremely positive that this question is being placed before, 
this convention, however, we feel also that the NC deserves 
some criticism for not being able to supply to the Party 
as a whole, a resolution on the Jewish problem before this 
convention so that the comrades in the districts would have 
had a chance to consider the problem and discuss it and 
come to this convention for action. In the absence of a 
resolution, the commission makes the following recommenda- 
tion: that we incorporate three paragraphs or approximately 

three paragraphs in the national draft resolution, and we 
have, a copy here of' the insertions that we propose in the 
draft resolution. 

Before reading the insertions, I would like 
to make the following comment, it is conceded that, it may 
require some corrections from a grammatical point of view, 
or pulling certain sentences together. The editing 

committee will responsibility, so that when we're 

voting on this we're not voting word for word, we're voting 
for the essence of the thing. Now the insertion is the 
following: 


"Among the people of many origins who 
helped to create the material and cultural wealth of 
our country and contributed to its democratic 
development by fighting for their own- rights are 
over five million Jews, the largest Jewish community, 
in fact almost half of the Jewish people. These 
millions of Jews are faced with common problems of 
anti-semitism, job discrimination, survival of the 
quota system in universities and. colleges, housing 
restrictions et cetera. It is the job of Communists 
to fight this anti-semitism and all forms of anti- 
Jewlsh discrimination. 

"As shown by the bodies of synagogues in 
the South, the campaign against anti-semitism is linked 
with the struggle against all types of racism. 
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"particularly against Negro discrimination. The 
establishment of the state of Israel to cooperate 
with the Arab states in former Palestine was a 
progressive anti -imperialist development. The 
Communist Party stands for the rights and the 
security of Israel as formulated by the Israeli Communist 
Party and all progressives, Jews and. Arabs, working 
for a good democratic Israel linked with, the countries 
of Asia and Africa struggling for their independence 
from colonialism and imperialism. The policies of 
the present government of Israel, however, its 
subservience to .American imperialism, are detrimental 
to the struggle of the people of Asia and Africa and 
Of Israel itself. Jewish bourgeois nationalists in 
the United States who seek to promote the policies of 
the State Department through the Ben G-urion government' 
are working to the detriment of world peace, of the 
American people, the Jewish people, as well as ’of 
Israel. 


"The Communist Party calls upon its members 
and all progressives to pay attention to the problems 
of the Jewish community in safeguarding the fights 
of the Jewish, people, in the building of the 
progressive Jewish culture in Yiddish and English, 
and to combat the influence of the bourgeois 
nationalists who are utilizing the Justified interests 
.of the' jews in the U.S.A. and Israel and Jewish 
communities in other lands for cold war purposes, 
separating the Jewish workers . from the general 
American struggle and from the struggle alongside the 
Negro people against, all forms of racism and dis- 
crimination. " 


Comrades-, in behalf of the commission, we 
recommend that we adopt the essence of this thingj however, 
authorising the editing committee to make whatever 
editorial changes without changing the principle of this 
insertion. 
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CHAIRMAN BROWN: Comrades, you have heard the two motions; 

one to accept the report which includes 
the three paragraphs to he inserted in the draft resolution 
and it should he edited, and the other one is' that the in- 
coming NC shall he instructed to work out a resolution on 
Jewish work which shall he submitted to the whole Party 
for discussion. Floor, is there a second to these 
proposals? Floor is open for discussion. Comrade PAUL 
NOVICE is first speaker followed hy Comrade JUNE GORDON. 

PAUL? . 

PAUL NOVICK: Comrades, let me to start off with 

a few remarks, _ a few quotations from 

the old masters which I think are important In our general 
work and particularly our work among nationalities as well 
as among the Jewish people. First quotation from GEORGL 

DIMITROV, the_ . , page 77. I quote, "The fascists 

ar e through the entire history of every nation so as to 

he able to pose as the heirs and _of all that is ex- 

alted and heroic in its past. Mussolini makes every effort 
to make capital for himself out of the heroic of 

Garibaldi". And it speaks of the French fascists, : the 
Bulgarian fascists. And now I continue the quotations from 
DIMITROV . "The American fascists appeal to the traditions 
of Washington and Lincoln. Communists who suppose that 
all this has nothing to do with the cause of the working 
class > who do nothing to enlighten the masses are the 
of their people in a historically correct , in a 

_ ‘ Marxist- Leninist spirit. Who do nothing to 

link up the present struggle with the people^ revolutionary 
traditions and past, voluntarily hand over to the fascist 
falsifiers all that Is valuable in the historical past 
of the nation. The Communists are the opponents, 

on principle, of bourgeois nationalism in all' Tts forms. 

But we. are not supporters of national realism (ph) and 
Should never act as such," from the 

there * s from STALIN'* s speech to the 
loth. Congress of the Soviet Part y from his book. 
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"Marxism and the National Question", page 204, I quote, 

"Lenin never feared that national as national 

languages because (ph) used in their own common language 
within the boundaries of a single state before the 
victory of Socialism on a world scale , Lenin, on the 
contrary, said something diametrically opposite, namely 
that," and here STALIN quotes from LENIN, "national and 
state dissOlences (ph) amongst peoples and countries 
will continue to exist for a- very long time even after the 
dictatorship of the proletariat has been established on a 
world scale”, from LENIN’S "Left-wing Communism" and 
. And now comrades — - a few remarks. 

As always active in Jewish work, I wish to 
stress before this convention the urgency of engaging the 
Party seriously at last in this work. Beneath our special 
reasons for that, there’s a population about five and a 
half million Jews in this country and they must not be 
ignored. But there S s' other special reasons. About four 
million of them are concentrated in the largest cities 
of the U.S.A., fop historical reasons which I can’t elaborate 
now, with over two million in New York, over 400,000 in Los 
Angeles, '350,000 in Chicago, et cetera. This concentration 

gives Jewish Americans^ particularly , in the 

politically economic, and cultural life of our country. Let’s 
ask ourselves therefore, is it possible to conduct a really 

effective struggle for peace without __taking into 

consideration the problems of the Jewish community? 

Another reason, social democracy in the U.S.A. 
has Its base in the Jewish community, among sections of the 
Jewish working class, mainly In the needle trades... It is from 
this base that DUBINSKY operates in the labor movement and 
the American life generally. Is it possible, then, to fight 
them at their base without knowing the particular problems 
of the Jewish masses? Of course, general problems effect 
the Jewish workers as they effect all workers; But what are 
the specific problems- In the Jewish communities? 
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You know that the Nazis have’,. ' • 

murdered 6,000,000 of the Jewish people. And there are 

struggles of the Jewish people against Nazis 
’= like- the uprisings in the Warsaw Ghetto, 
the establishment of a state of Israel which was a progressive 
anti-imperialist development . All these 

and other developments strengthen the admonition of DIMITROV 
but because of Meyerism (ph) on the part of progressives 
the ~ of the chauvinists (ph). As a 

result these justified. ' • ‘ thous and 

dollars of their people dues (ph) here . The ’ ~ 

arising of pain and anguish enterprise have been utilized 

by the in order to strengthen their . 

Jewish community, Bourgeois nationalism has' become a 
serious danger arid instrument in the cold war , . The 
founders of our (ph) so called Joint .anti-semitism (ph) 
are being used in a national and international scale, 
pn a national and international scale as shown by the 
despicable, article in "Life" magazine last week. The 
"Morning Freiheit" is getting ah editorial on this matter 
in the English section of today's issue. 

The slanderers are attempting to discredit 
the glorious role of the Soviet Union as champion of peace. 

It is abundantly clear that we are dealing with something 
which should be the concern of ali progressives. 

Unfortunately this is not the case. 
Unfortunately too many- Jewish progressives shy away from 
Jewish problems or have a disdainful attitude to Jewish 
work because of Meyerism (ph) and just shortsightedness 
. bourgois nationalists, Dubinskyites who are 

neutralizing sentiments to strengthen their 

hold upon the 'workers. How do we stand, on the problem of 

anti-semitism in the U.S.A.? the length of the 

fight for Negro rights as seen from the"'abundance pf 

South, What is the attitude to Jewish culture or 

social activities, in Yiddish and in English? Activities 
, can reach many hundreds of thousands of youths 

and adults are thrown (ph) in by the bourgeois 
nationalists. 
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There is another question of Israel and 
the sentiments for Israel and the by 

political Zionism and the Zionist "(ph)' government. And 

we got the question of Jewish culture in with 

which many progressives, Jews as -well as non- Jews, are 

concerned. How is it that in Britain we . a 

comparatively small Jewish community organ 

of the Party? . "Marxism Today" conducted a discussion for 
six months of this problem while "Political Affairs" was 
oblivious to this. Time. does not permit me to deal 
adequately with any of the problems enumerated, particularly 
the problem of bourgeois nationalism and the harmful 
use of the sentiments for Israel • or -the Jewish 

community or the general American scene '(ph) . 

I do hope, comrades, you’ll get down to these 
problems. There must be an end to traditional neglect by 
the Party of Jewish work. These are new -times, times of 
bold approach as Comrade Gus Hall correctly stated in his 
speech. I thought that at long last so 

that they can better, fight the ' cold war and do better work 
for peace and for, socialism. 


UNMALE: "Comrade June" 


JUNE GORDON: Comrades, this convention will make us 

oldsters live at least 10 years longer I 
am sure. The first opening remarks of welcome by Comrade 
BEN DAVIS through the wonderful keynote speech of GUS HALL, 
there was one thing missing and this thing that we missed is 
characteristic of our taking position today of our rightful 
v;.,.-- place to give Leadership to all the people in our. country. 
What was missing in the opening remarks, and in the keynote 
speech, and in the discussion was the old time business: 
we’re a small party, how can we do all' of this? 
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We are a big party in that we have vision and 
'are undertaking to give that leadership which our country 
is entitled to. And in doing so we are now correcting 
failures. Not only on the Jewish question hut also on the 
nationally question, on the youth question, and I am not one. 
of those that feel that the Jewish question was singled 
out for neglect.. There were many things that our 
Party did not tackle for one reason or another and I don’t 
have- time to go into it. Something happened at this 
convention and I want to make only ope point and this will 
help me. 


These wonderful flowers, the beauty that we 
are fighting for, presented by a needle worker are -very 
symbolic, for this is the year of the 50th anniversary of 
the shirt and waist-maker strike where, among the 20,000 
that went out in the general strike, Jewish women were in 
the majority and laid the basis for industrial development 
in the needle trades. And one of the placards carried in 
that strike, and we need to remember it, was expressed 
politically. The oneness of the struggle fcr economic' 
security and culture for the Jewish people, Jewish culture 
that helps to make our progressive all-American culture. 

The placard said, "We want bread but roses too" and that’s 
what we’re fighting for today. Bread but .roses too for 
all of the people. 

One of the reasons I think that we have not, 
that so much resistance among Jewish communists to Jewish 
work, is that living in an imperialist country we have to 

stand guard against' from imperialist ideology, whether 

they are Jewish imperialists, capitalists, or not Jewish 
capitalists. I want to speak about the- Jewish capitalists, 
the handful that manage to get info the lower echelons of 
monopoly capitalism like what 's -his -name, starts with a B, 

BARUCH (BERNARD), who prides himself upon being the adviser 
of presidents . But he can’t play golf with the .President; 
where the President plays golf, but he ignores that. 
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And some of the oil, lower oil, monopolies that control, 
and lead the American Jewish Committee proclaimed that the- 
Jewish people are a middle vdass people. . At this 
convention we have, to make a break with that through**- the 
Party. We 1 ve got to claim the Jewish people as being part- 
of the working class-. .And as a matter, pf fact this is' 
true., ' 


X am a daughter of a woman who was not in ’ 
the shirt and waist-makers 5 strike, but by the time I was 11, 
I w&s on the picket line with her a few years later at a 
men 5 s clothing ccnfcr actors’ shop because I was a 
basting spooler (ph) . And my father, before he died, said 
my shingle (ph) isn’t going to be a worker, she’s going 
to be a typewriter, (laughter). Every one of the young 
immigrants that came to this land, shirt and waist makers, 
outstanding among them ■ 
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;;;.;but that it is in my bloodstream because 
my mother was on the picket line with me when X was arrested. 

2* 000., 000 Jews among the 15,000,000 that came 
here, 15,000,000 immigrated from 1899' to i^20 and they,*.; 
still alive; They are our grandparents, or parents, oUr 
children's grandparents found their way to Socialism and were 
among the founders of Socialism; Jewish workers -knew . 
the. struggle for bread and groceries too and therefore, 
among the QOfo who are Amer i can-b orn Jews today, they are children, 
like myself whose parents wanted them to be not slaves 
in a sweatshop, but a typewriter; The vast majority 
of the Jews are wage and salary workers and even if not 
in basic industry, many are going into automobiles, • 
electronics and so forth, not so much in the traditional 
needle trades ; wither they are white collar workers 
or >not, they belong to the leadership of the Communist 
Party because they are insecure economically and if as 
they are;;; destined and did hot want to get killed in 
a H-bomb war.; 

Our problem is that the Jewish community is 
highly organised** but completely under . the leadership 
of the middle class and the upper bourgeoisie; Today 
at this .convention when we are doing so many wonderful 
things to chart our course, we have got to chart our 
course to inspire Jewish comrades, whether they are in 
trade unions or in other organizations, to become the carriers 
of a protective Jewish equality; . , . . and maybe other 
organizations and conclusions; They are all for Negro 
rights; There is no time to describe how they have 
been adopting resolutions and actions for Negro rights. 
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AH' Jewish organizations for civil rights. . .membership 
for mass action, being leaders they do not believe in 
organizing their middle class. That is for us today, to 
get into these organizations and give that leadership, that 
policy for ...fight for Negro rights that. . .members will not 
move out in changing neighborhoods. That is for us today. 

Let us go forward in this convention to make sure 
that the Jewish people are not so poisoned so the ... democratic 
leadership and upper bourgeoisie that when the day comes for 
a people’s democracy here in the second. .. Socialism. . .will 
not have menoheviks among them, but that they will all be 
good Communists pr Socialists. 

Chairman BROWN; 

_ — - Comrades, I know I am going to have to break 

up- several Inspiring speeches. .. 7 . minutes. I am going to 
stand up and put my hand over the mike. That does not mean 
it 9 s criticism of anybody or that is it a . . . that your 
contribution. We have got to move on here. 

Now Comrades, I think we. have come to the time 
that we have to take a vote on these proposals. Let us see 
what the will of the body is. Da you want anymore speeches? 

(A motion was .made from the floor and --paseed-I to 
postpone debate). 

Now you have two motions before you. On the 
question of adopting the three paragraphs that JACK KLING 
read off to be Inserted in the main resolution for the 
territorial change (ph, ) 

(Motion carried. ) 
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Now on the motion of instructing the incoming 
National Committee to work out a resolution for Jewish 
work to be submitted to the Party for discussion. 

(Motion carriedi) 

JAMES ■ JACKSON: 

Comrades, in the outer lobby there is a 
considerable amount of smoke.. Do not be alarmed.... 
faulty wiring in the basement. 

GUS HALL: 

™ I think you know by now that what is the core 
of the problem and that is true. . .presiding nominating 
committee. . . .difficult that we want to present to the 
convention of rather serious in nature. Rising from 
the effort of nomination which I thinki . . slowly we are 
all beginning to understand that we will have to do away 
with this type of nomination. And I am sure by the time 
the next convention comes .around there will not be. . .nobody 
around who suggests this type of discussion. However, 
one question. The work. . . .we adopted it and some problems 

have arisen because of I donof want to present the 

idea that it was the fault of the caucuses or the districts. 
Rather, the problem arises on the very system itself ? the 
divided method of. ... 

What happened was that once we began to compile 
the. . . . status of the National Committee. . < .what it looked 
like after the different nominations were read, it became 
immediately clear that there would be no balance to such, 
a committee in any sense of the word and that very important 
categories were completely out from the sell i ; ; . 
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Secondly, It became obvious that the categories 
were so serious in nature and so large that it could hot 
be balanced, ; nohow with the 15 that we designated them to 
be overall categories/ So that in short is the problem. 
That is the problem in general that we face this morning. 

• • • • that . . . .Nominating and Presiding Committee 
decided that I should make a proposal for a change of one 
....category. The categories that were picked and are 
balanced are: 


1 . 

Negro 

composition 

2. 

Indust 

rial 

3. 

Youth. 

complete. 

4. 

Women. 

Very short 

5. 

Puerto 

Rican people. 


Noitf to -this development of these problems. 

You comrades remember that we had the problem, the purpose 
of it was to balance off the National Committee, so. 
politically it balanced and to include into at least the 
main conclusions of the national staff so that we think 
now all of thxs should be done in the context of the 15 
and tnat is an absolute impossibility. There is no way 
to.^..so therefore the proposal for.... and again the proposal 
is for this specific convention. Again X say it is a real 
lesson for all of us that it is not a method of election of 
a Communxst organization. If we have reached maturity 
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And gotten out of our difficulties of the past, we 
naturally wouldn't have even proposed it because the 
Leninist leadership under the system of. democratic 
centralism would have been that the Nominating Committee 
would have brought in a slate, recommended the number and 
the whole convention would have voted on it. And, I am 
sure , at the next convention we will do exactly that, 
Because in our party we must again struggle against all 
types of ideas of federalism , all ideas about local 
patriotic interest and all that. That-has ndvplaee 
in our meeting of a Communist organisation; that the 
leadership of our Party must be invested on the basic 
political content and that is the Communist way of doing 
things. 


In view of the time element we unanimously 
recommend that Instead of 15 general categories, 
it should be 25. This will give us a chance to balance it 
and to include.*.^ Now I would like.... I think it will work 
in that generally the direction we would go anyway and 
. . . .next convention will be on that category, we will 
not need the other category at all. 

So I think that.... we are moving in, the right 
direction and therefore we unanimously suggest that you 
give the committee authority to change it to 25 from 
the 15. 

CHAIRMAN BROWN: 

Comrades, you have heard a proposal by GUS 
HALL. Is it seconded'? 

Unknown- Female 

What about the total? 
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Chairman BROWN: 

That includes raising the total to 60. 
Un known Male; 

How many were down there at large? 

GUS HALL; 


Let me add this, that as far as nominations 
are concerned for this enlargement there is no limit. 

What happened was. that the comrades did try to find 
some classification in order to justify. They just 
went ahead. . „ . everybody into the. general category 
so there is plenty of nominations and the Committee now 
has the authority to make additional, and that it will 
come up before the convention for vote. 

Unknown male; 

I will fully agree with the remarks made 
by GUS HALL, but I must see the guarantee that the 
mistake that we have made at this convent ion^ and I 
submxt it is a mistake,' I for one made the recommendation 
at the National Committee meeting that we are not going 
to elect a National Committee on this kind of a basisi 
But I cannot guarantee that at the next convention 
we are/goxng to make this mistake again unless this 
convention changes the amendment that we have made to the 
Constitution because in the new constitution we have 
made provision for a similar type of election of a National 
Committee » I request that we reconsider the objection as 
guaranteed. . . . such mistakes. 
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Gils’ HALL: 

Let me add. here that I am sure that I represent 
the unanimous opinion of the Nominating Committee if 
I move now that the incoming committee will make such 
provisions for the coming convention. 

Chairman BROWN; 

The question before the house at this moment 
is increasing the number of people in the at-large 
category, from 15 to 25, thereby raising the total to 
60. 

Unknown Male ; 

Comrade HALL , ... . inwhlmast all the categories 
you raised there are these comrades who are the least 
known, in other words , the youth category. Industrial 
candidates are the same way, mainly lower echelon people. 
Now in a general election these people would stand a weak 
chance of election. 

GUS HALL: 

This will be taken care of in the following 

way : 

W hen the Nominating Committee will bring in the 
balance, the first 2.5 will be the ones, that will be 
so called -recommended by the Nominating Committee. We 
will go into all these categories in a moment. 

Chairman BROWN: 

You will tell us who these people are and why 
they were chosen. Are there any further questions before 
the vote preparations? All those in favor of increasing 
the number of general categories from 15 to 25 and the 
total to 60, raise cards. 
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(Motion apparently carried.) 

TOM (NABRIKD); 

Comrades, I would like to say a few words 
before we go into the details of the report. Our Party/ 
is now struggling to consolidate itself and march forward.. 
But, I think, in order for us to be successful, we must 
do at. least three things % 

X. Strengthen the ideology of the Party as 
to unity, discipline and vigilance against disruptive 
ideology. In my why of thinking this means that we 
cannot go .on as we have been going in the past, whereas 
we have been debating questions . 1. . taking advantage of 
the present situation in the Party to further deteriorate 

the ideology of the Party. We must have a kind of 

debate. We must strengthen th® inner democracy of the 
Party, but, at the same time, we must guard against 
disruption. 


Wj&'cf’oted a number of things in our work. We fouM 
that there are desubjectivity, a lack of flexibility in 
approach, a lack of objectivity in many instances in dealing 
with some questions-. All of this hampers building and 
consolidating the Party, for we must begin to listen to* 
what other comrades have to say, judge what they have to 
say, sometimes. .. .but , you can also get value out of.... 
instead of covering up. You all know what is on his mind 
if it is helpful, or destructive. Sometimes you find that 
among all categories divided up, if you will excuse me 
and I. am not in a position to answer your argument at 
this time. X became very subjective and they hold it 
against you..... 
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A p the same time Comrades, while doing this.... 
we must say that discipline and understanding of what I 
was trying to stand for is Identified by occupation. We 
have found in a number of areas where a group of comrades, 
the people in these groups took one of the other of the 
extremes that were very harmful to the Party; ; ; leftists, 
revisionists, etc. X think that this convention has 
already taken steps to close that era in our organization 
and to strengthen it. I want to say that it is the duty 
of all of us, whatever position, whatever station we 
hold in the Party that we are all struggling for the 
ideological unity of our Party;.,. CHILDS will some 
recommendations from the committee. 

MORRIS CHILDS: 

■ Comrades, we in the Appeals Committee; 
try to be impartial when possible and we usually say 
that we are not new discussing the policies of this or 
that committee, but lest the comrades get the idea that 
we are just a legal, impartial body, you would be Wrong. 

I would say that we must consider the' unity of the Party 
as a principle as LENIN taught us to approach all problems 
from that point of view. 

First of all I would say that we agree with 
the following': 

Whether or not a CP member can absolutely, 
unconditionally subordinate personal interest to the 
Party* s interest under all circumstances is a, criterion 
to which the test of -loyalty to the Party, to the 
revolution and to the communist cause is^ .put,;' ' : Ahdrf urther 
by njeans of this, ., .struggle we consolidate the Party 
and enhance its discipline and prestige, . .Our organizational 
abilities to the incorrigible elements or expel them 
from the Party in order to assure the development and 
consolidation of our Party c This is the attitude which 
all good, true party members should adopt.' 
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In additions, in constantly sharpening our 
vigilance., we should on every occasion with respect to 
the occurencebhy the Party reduce any- other ; ywhich 
could possibly be used by the enemy; Ibis is the 
-bounden duty of every comrade who loves our Party; If 
in the course of inner Party struggle, a Party member 
ignores this point or his. only concerned with victory 
in the immediate struggle and his own momentary . 
gratification or if he does not detect the. z'yti . from 
that, .area, but Joins in with him> or if he utilizes forces 
that help from outside the Party, forces whose goal is an 
inner' Party struggle, hei-ifil'l commit ' an unf orgiveable 
political mistake in gross violation of Party discipline; 
Here are the cases and the decisions. 

The Appeals -Committee, after studying documents, 
records and- hearing of witnesses makes the following 
recommendations to the Convention on four cases considered 
by the Committee: the Northern California case of 

T.. B. (phonetic) and S’* S. Their appeal has been 
rejected on the grounds that their constitutional rights 
were not violated as claimed and all actions including 
the function by the District Committee in July, 1959s 
confirmed by the District Convention in November, 19.59,? 
conformed with Party procedures; I do not want to burden 
you to quote from the Constitution., but there is ample 
provision, eyen in the old constitution to verify that 
this trial was correct and legal; The?e constitutional 
provisions gave the District Cojnmittee authority to be 
guided;; 
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MORRIS CHILDS : (CONTINUING) 


which suspended and later expelled T.B. and then G.S. he 
expelled together with people still in the Party violated 
the most elementary principles of Leninist forms of Party 
organization. They proceeded to organize themselves into 
anti-Party group having connections with national ramifica- 
tions and ties with non-Party antagonistic elements in the 
Party. 


In LOMAN’s case, a series" of ..disruptive 
activities inimical and dangerous to the Party. They 
disbanded Party clubs, issued leaflets as their 
in mass organizations and acting to the detriment of the 
Party. This group, so involved in factionalism resorted 
to the worst slanders of the district committee, even 
going so far as to charge a similarity between the trial of 
T.B. and G.S. and the justice, to quote, meted out to the 
Negro for the course of HITLER tactics . With this horrible 
distortion they denied the legality of the trial committee. 

, •• • Therefore,, we further recommend that 

those comrades now in the Party still involved in this 
factionalism be and completely break up all connec- 

tions with this factional group and put themselves at the 
disposal of the Party. If this decision is not complied 
with, we recommend that the district committee take whatever 
steps are necessary to eradicate factionalism by relation 
to Party norms and discipline. 

I move that you endorse this recommendation of 
the Appeals Committee on this case. 


CHAIRMAN BROWN: Comrades, you have heard the report of the 

Appeals Committee and the motion before 
you has been seconded. Is there any discussion? Are you 
ready for the question? Alright, all those .In favor of the 
motion will signify by raising their capds. Down, please. 

All those opposed will raise your cards . One . Oh, I *m 
sorry. All those opposed. None. Are there any abstentions, 
please? 
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UNMALE: Yes, one. 


CHAIRMAN BROWN: Alright, the secretary will please note it. 

Are there any others? That's what we asked 
for. Comrades, the next case - 

MORRIS CHILDS: We have a very short motion but I think it 

will require a few words of explanation. 

Me state in our recommendation that the Essex County, New 
Jersey, case as reported to us in appeal Is being rejected. 

Now for the benefit of the convention, comrades, - for a 
number of years' how in New Jersey there were a .number of 
comrades organized In a group. This case was before our 
last convention. I remember at that time a member of the 
Appeals Committee spent a few days oh that case. After-, 
wards, -the committee met again numerous times with these 
comrades. More than that, the NEC of our Party at that' time 
added a member of the NEC to our Appeals Committee to travel 
to New Jersey and we got together with the members of the 
state committee and these comrades, who were not In the Party 
at that t im e, and we worked out five proposals. After spending 
an entire day discussing these proposals' these comrades had 
agreed that they would disband, that they would come back 
to the Party and become a part of the New Jersey organiza- 
tion. 

In a certain sense we leaned backward in 
that case, despite all laws of discipline, because we figured 
that because of the liquidation! st activities, perhaps these 
comrades would Justify in the way they behaved . . . .. 
violated every possible principle of Party organization. 

These comrades violated this agreement which they signed 
two days after the Appeals Committee left New Jersey and 
the comrades in the district were never able to integrate 
them In the work, they never did that in their group. 

Now they -are appealing again to .this conven- 
tion. We are acquainted with this case because some of - the 
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members of the Appeals Committee are on this present 
convention Appeals Committee. Therefore * we recommend 
rejection of their appeal. 


CHAIRMAN BROW: Comrades , the motion has been seconded. 

Is there a discussion? 


UNMADE: What is it they want that, vie are rejecting? 


MORRIS GUILDS: Their appeal is very general. Here, I'll 

read you the short note - "Best wishes 
for a successful convention, may it speed in marking a turn 
in, improving the mass- work and ties of our Party, and 
.... „ in proving the Communist Party is militant in 
these mass struggles. We take. this opportunity to renew 
our appeal to the National Convention and to the National 
Committee, to act to reunite the Party in, our county and 
state, Essex, New Jersey. We hope this convention and the 
incoming, national, leadership will' finally, resolve this- case. 
Comrades, we resolved this case. 


CHAIRMAN -BROWN: Ready for the question? All those' in favor 

will signify by raising their cards. Down 
please. Anybody o imposed? None. Abstentions? None. Okay 
sorry, one abstention.. 

MORRIS CHILDS: Comrades, we have an' appeal from- Comrade 

~ HARRY HAYWOOD, who. claims that he. is not 

out of the Party. We considered this question and we 
■consider' HARRY HAYWOOD being out of the Party and we reject 
his appeal. 

If the comrades will remember in September 
of 1958, a group formed outside the Party called the Marxist 
Leninist Vanguard. And one, of the officers of that group 
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was none other than HARRY HAYWOOD. And there is a statement 
by him on the front page of the first issue about him 


Just prior to some sort of a meeting Of this 
anti-Party group, the NSC adopted a statement in which they 
warned the comrades affiliated with this group that they 
will ring themselves out of the Party if they go to this 
particular meeting. Well, HARRY HAYWOOD not only went, he 
was elected an officer in this organization. We've given 
consideration to this problem and we reject the appeal of 
HARRY HAYWOOD. ' 


If HARRY HAYWOOD ■ wants to reapply for member- 
ship in the Party, that's another matter, he can do so but 
we're hot talking about the future. 


CH AIRMAN BROWN ; Comrades, you've heard the proposal from 

the committee regarding HARRY HAYWOOD, id 
there a second? (Prom floor - second the motion), ,1s 
there a' discussion? ‘ . 


UNFEMALE: I have a question, (question inaudible). 


MORRIS CHILDS: Comrades, we don' t know whether- HARRY HAYWOOD 

went to another meeting or not. i don't 
know - ho one else knows. But we do have documents and 
letters and indications from all sorts of people throughout 
the. country. I. don't -know if he went to. another meeting 
or not. We- only considered the facts that- were before 
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UNFEMALE : — , first of all, we have a statement 

from HARRY HAYWOOD at this time as a .... 
of the Party. Secondly, is it true that HARRY HAYWOOD 
sent a letter to the National Comniittee immediately 
following this meeting of the Vanguard. Group disassociating 
himself with it and Saying he wanted to remain in the Party. 


MORRIS , CHILDS : We have a couple of letters from H.ARRY 

HAYWOOD, Some of them were sent to friends, 
some of them were sent to the Party. * The last letter that' 
we have only claims that he is still a member of the Party ■ 
that somebody collected dues from him. , HARRY HAYWOOD at the 
present moment is not in the country. W r e couldn’t question 
him, we couldn’t talk to him. We only acted on the basis ' 
of the facts that we had before us. He has not given us 
his position on the Party and it is not so that he 
disassociated himself from the group. They had a split 
in that group but fhis was some weeks afterward, after they 
were formed. HARRY HAYWOOD was the chairman of this group when 
they published the first issue of the paper. 


UNMADE: I have no objection to the proposal except 

that I feel that a figure as well known 
as HARRY HAYWOOD can’t be treated as casually as this 
question seems to be handled. .1 think, our article explained 
our position. I think this is important for our work In 
Negro work.. HARRY HAYWOOD is a very well known person and 
was for many many years a great influence in the Negro work, 
and there is a need for the. Negro Commission of this 
committee - for making our position clear. 


CHAIRMAN BROWN : It should not necessarily be inferred 

that the briefness of the report dpesn*t 
necessarily mean that the report was treated casually. That 
doesn’t meap that. 
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MORRIS CHILDS : , was not handled casually. We know 

that HARRY HAYWOOD was one of the leaders 
of the anti -Party movement and. we should deal with him in 
the same way that we dealt, with other movements. . HARRY 
HAYWOOD was one of the leaders- of this movement and It has 
been proved that he was-. Therefore, this committee should 
act in a way that it acted in other like cases, . 


CHAIRMAN BROWN: We can't forget that this body don't have 

too much time and I'm. going to have one 
more for and one more against on this and that will be it. 


UNMADE : (calls to the Chair) 


CHAIRMAN BROWN : For or against? 

UNMADE: . Against. 


CHAIRMAN BROWN: Alright - go ahead. 


UNMADE: . I am for the report of the Comm?_ttee. 

. Comrades, because you are Negro — when- 

it comes to violating the rules of the Party, there is 

absolutely ho absolutely none and I don’t want to get 

emotional about this thing, but because of his 
intelligence, his leadership, his responsibilities were more 

the greatest our Party in Harlem I think we 

should take the necessary action. I also agree that if 
he wants to "rejoin the Party, that we take up that question 
later. But as of now, (inaudible). 


CHAIRMAN BROWN: 
— ; — 


Anybody against the proposal? No one. 
Are you ready for the .question? 
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UhMALE: Question. 


UNFEMALE: Yes, I am opposed to the proposal of' the 

committee. I hold no brief for the Vanguard 
Group and I hold no brief for the position that HARRY 
HAYWOOD took; however, I want to say that HARRY HAYWOOD 
is not the only one who violated the discipline of this 
Communist Party. We have people sitting on the platform 
who did a lot of things that if we had good self-criticism 
in our Party, would get up here and say things ; that xrould 
help us to clear up a lot of questions in the Party. 


CHAIRMAN . BROWN: Order 3 order. Let us be in order. 


UNFEMALS' (CONTINUING ) : ...... to the National, Committee 

’ and 1 have gotten no reply from 

them. The National Committee received a letter from HARRY 
HAYWOOD .one week after the meeting of that national 
convening of the Vanguard Group stating that he made a 
mistake and that he wanted to remain a member of the Party. 
Now the National. Committee, did not deny receiving that letter, 
and I think those of you who have made, no mistakes, on this 
point can vote on this question. But the rest of us have 
to realize that in the spirit of unifying this Party, we 
want all comrades who can really do something to unify 
and build the Party -to be in the Party. We want them In 
and not Just the revisionists ...... and some of them who 

are here today. And 1 say, comrades, that We should vote 
down this proposal and hear the appeal of HARRY HAYWOOD. 

And if he is not in the country, let us defer it and wait 
until he gets here to hear him . 


CHAIRMAN BROWN: The chair wishes to point out that we are 

~~ voting only on the question of HARRY 

HAYWOOD and not anybody else at the present moment. Alright, 
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all those in favor of upholding the decision of the 
committee will raise their cards. Down please. All those 
Opposed. One? Any others? 14 opposed. 


.MORRIS CHILDS: Comrades,, the Appeals Committee has before 

: it a letter from CHARLIE LOMAN which is not 

an appeal but the letter was given to us. It is really a 
letter addressed to the New York State Committee so the 
Appeals Committee recommends that this letter be referred 
back to the New York State Committee and that we do hot 
consider it as an appeal. 


- CHAIRMAN BROWN: The proposal is to refer it back to the 

New York State Committee. 


UNMALE: Second.. 


CHAIRMAN BROWN: Any discussion? Any questions? Those in 

favor raise their cards & Down please. 

Any opposed? Sc ordered.. 


. MORRIS CHILDS-:: Comrades, according to the constitution, we 

are supposed to receive a report on the 
state of the finances of the Party, I want to say that 
these financial statements have been audited by a comrade who 
is well known to you and quite dependable and reputable . 
Although he knows me, he has no Certified CPA. He is not a 
CPA. Now, during this process up 'until recently, we would 
work with the comrade and a subcommittee would go over the 
audit of the auditor. But I want to tell you that the. 
Appeals and Audit Committee could not go into all the details 
of finance. All we could do was read the reports and depend 
on the past audit. So I would say that while it is called 
an audit, I consider it audit information. And here Is the 
audit since the last convention. 
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In 1957, we had a total income of $ 196 , 079 . 78 . 
The bookkeeper made it balance but left us with an 
accumulated deficit at the end of 1957 of $1,844.99. 

In 1958, we had a total income, - if you will 
notice, quite a drop -, of $133,832,7.3* Expenditures of 
$131,3ol.4l. And .a deficit of $2,471. (questioning from 
the floor) . That is because they have got two kinds of 
deficits. One is called an operative deficit. Excuse me. 
Comrades, we have got a surplus.! I should have said a 
surplus,' We have a surplus of $2,471.32. 

Now, as far as 1959 concerned, we only 
have the first nine months of the year. The report was 
not finished and we were not able to finish it. All I can tell 
you is that the income for the first nine months was $ 92 , 812.55 
and the balance sheet Just says that we have a surplus of 
net worth amounting to $2,489.14. But the total liabilities 
and surplus are $ 11 , 018 . 96 . 

But there is one very important fact In this 
situation, comrades! That the income from dues has fallen and 
the per capita dues rate is lower than it used to be. For 
example: Last yeac, we used to average $1.21 per member as 

Income on dues. The first nine months of 1959 this has been 
reduced to one dollar and a fraction of a cent - a sixth 
of a cent. This is a very serious, problem and the fall of 
income, of course, you will have figured out for yourself, 
is due. chiefly to the fall In dues payments and party . 
membership . 


Well comrades, I repeat that while we would 
audit these books month by month, up until the recent period 
we have not been able to keep up with it as far as the Appeals 
and Auditing Committee is concerned. We were only able to 
check and go over these figures . But since, I was .on the 
other auditing committee, they will supply some additional 
information. Of course, my talks with Comrade DIRBA, who is 
responsible for the audit on a day to day basis. 
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CHAIRMAN BROWN: Comrades-, you have heard the report from 

' " the Appeals and Auditing Committee on the - 

audit of the Party's finances. What is your pleasure? 


UNMALE: I move we accept the report. 

UNMALE: Second. 

t * * t ■ 

CHAIRMAN BROWN: All those in favor will signify by raising 

their cards. Down. Anybody opposed? 

UNMALE: ' I move that this convention dissolve the 

Appeals and Auditing Committee. 


CHAIRMAN BROWN: Wait. He had the floor. 


WILLIAM WBINSTONE: I asked the committee to make a report 

■ . ' on one case. I ask that you do not 

dissolve it until the report has been made. Comrades, I 
have no objection to the action of this committee. In fact, 

I am very happy about it. But I believe it Is of- such a 
nature that "the Appeals Committee, which is the discipline 
committee of the Party, should have called It to the 
attention of the comrades. That is the case of MAX'BEDACHT. 

I wrote a letter to the Appeals Committee 
asking them to change the previous position In regard to 
MAX BEDACHT . I want to- tell ypu very briefly about this 
case because it is such : a glaring,, flaunting -of democracy, 
such a shameful mistreatment that we. ought to stigmatise 
it for all time. MAX BEDACHT is a man of 75, in the socialist 
movement since 19Q2, one of the founders of the Party, and 
one who held positions including secretarial - national 
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posit ions - in the Party. He was expelled ten years ago 
in New Jersey particularly under the influence of STEIN 
and MARTHA STONE .Because he took issue on the WALLACE 
question at a convention of the Party and then stated his 
position before the club but did not make it an issue 
within the Party , he vras denounced for his objection, 
declared that he was in opposition to the leadership, 
declared that he was an enemy of the Party, and he was 
expelled. 


Subsequently, and this is important, his wife 
was asked to disassociate herself from him. She refused to 
do it and wan expelled. • His daughter was aeked to disassociate 
and was expelled.. His son-in-law was asked to disassociate 
and was expelled. And so he remained out of the party. 

In 1950, he. appealed to the 15th convention 
on his case and his case was not taken up. 

Now comrades, two remarks on that. You do 
not ask anybody to disassociate a member of the family in 
matters of political controversy except when you are de-aling 
With stool-pigeons. Secondly, you do not treat people who 
have differences on questions of policy as enemies and treat 
them as such. I ask therefore the Appeals Committee what it 
did in the matter. I .spoke to MAX BEBACHT. I believe that 
on certain questions, he is fuzzy. Even when you are in 
the Party you get fuzzy. When you are out, you get worse. 

He wrote a book. He wants to get the record 

straight. 

I have asked him whether he will come into 
the Party. He said he would meet with the committee of the 
Party to discuss the matter. I do not know whether he should 
or should, not. Therefore,, I recommend it to the Appeals 
Committee to talk with the comrade. But to nullify this 
decision and to remember it in regard to all similar cases. 
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MORRIS CHILDS : The case of MAX BEDACHT came up before 

the old Appeals Committee.. And the. old 
Appeals Committee after Comrade LIGHTEOOT brought it to 
our attention and Comrade PAT TOOHEY acted on this case. 

And we declared in one of our sessions unanimously that 
the expulsion- of Comrade BEDACHT was null and void and 
we. took into consideration all the things that presented 
before you. today. But we deferred action to the new 
committee in order, to meet with Comrade BEDACHT and ask 
him whether he .wanted to rejoin, what else, he had to. say, at 
cetera. When we did declare his motion null and. void but 
it was not a convention of appeals committee cases and this 
is why it was not reported to ypu. 


CHAIRMAN BROWN: Okay, now motion is to discharge the 

: ” ’~ r ' committee with thanks by this convention. 

All those in favor will signify by raising their cards. 
Down please. Anybody opposed. So ordered. Now comrades, 
we will have (interrupted) . 


UNMADE : There is one opposed. 


CHAIRMAN BROWN: You have already the motion distributed 

to you, GUS HALL * s opening remarks ’ for 
your information. Alright, you will get it. Comrades, I 
want to give the floor to Comrade BEN DAVIS and he has 
something very important to tell you. BENI 
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BEN, DAVIS: Our convention is a very rare convention. 

As you know,, it 'was announced that a 
.fraternal representative from one of our Latin American 
Parties came to this country to he present at our convention. 
And in the course of his shopping around New York,., he was 
run into hy an automobile in a very unfortunate accident 
and had to go to the hospital where he has been now for 
several days . 


But, true to this comrade^ fortitude and 
staunch determination, self-sacrifice, he has gotten up from 
Ms bed and he is here to be with us and greet us. 
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Chairman BROMN : 
Rico. 


This is comrade JUAN SANTOS RIVERA, the 
President of the Communist Party of Puerto 


In our greetings to him, we express; our brotherly 
and fraternal greetings to the Communist Party of Puerto 
Rico, to its - - -, we express our feelings of proletarian 
internationalism; especially with all of our brother parties of 
Puerto Rico and all the Latin- American countries, we express 
our love, our warmth, our affection and our determination 
to revitalize the work of our Party in this field in 
fighting for the liberation of the peoples of Puerto 
Rico, Cuba and all the Latin American countries.. 

Comrades, I have the honor to give to you. Comrade 
JUAN SANTOS RIVERA. He does not speak English so his speech 
will be translated by JESUS COLON, 


JUAN SANTOS RIVERA: (Delivers talk in Spanish) 

JESUS' COLON: (translation) Dear Comrades I bring you the most 

- r — — ’ cordial salutations and a message 

from the Puerto Rican Communist Party and from the Puerto 
Rican people who struggle against U.S. imperialist 
exploitation and oppression. 

Replying to a fraternal invitation from the Communist 
Party of the United States to this great convention, I 
left Puerto Rico December the 9th. , I think it is my duty 
to explain to you - the cause of .my impossibility to be present 
at this convention. 


On December 9th, I sept a cablegram to a comrade 
to meet me at the airport,, stating the date and number of 
the flight. This cablegram was delivered one day after I 
arrived. Eor that reason the comradewas, of course, not 
at the airport. So I decided to come to New York from the 
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COLQll: airport myself. When I left the taxi in front of the 

building where my sister lives* a. car, a drunken driver 
hit me, throwing me to the sidewalk. I was unconscious Top 
about half an hour. It might be that in all this there is • 
the hand of American imperialism to prevent me from being 
at yoUr convention. I think that this explains the cause 
of my accident.. 

No matter the physical conditions which have prevented 
me to be with you X have received information today that 
the magnificent work being done at this convention will • 
facilitate the orientation, organization, mobilization 
of the working masses of this great nation for the struggles 
for the Immediate interests of coexistence and a lasting 
peace. 

I want to inform you that the Puerto Rican people 
are awakening from the inertia caused by American imperialism 
for so. long a time. - ~ - are persons who struggle against 

imperialistic exploitation and oppression - in the city of 
Ponce in the independence' congress, 1,323 delegates, were 
present. A national the movement for independence 

of Puerto Rico was organized at that congress,. In that 
congress, we had too, a wide program of orientation*, 
organization and mobilization of independence and antir- 
colonial forces to fight for the right of our people to 
constitute a free and democratic republic of Puerto Rico. 

This movement will be .a very great contribution to 
the people of the Unit ed States, to the rest, of Latin 
American people, who are struggling against American 
imperialism and war, and for a lasting peace. This 
struggle requires at the same time the solidarity of the 
North American people. The Latin American people are. 
international proletariats. 
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My best wishes for the success of your struggles . and 
your convention. Thank you very much. 

Chairman BROWN: Comrades., in order to say Gracias in a 

collective way, I want to introduce a 
comrade to respond in a few words. This comrade is fhe : 

Chairman of our Party in New Jersey, a. member of our out- 
going National Committee and the head of the Latin American 
Commission at this convention, I want to introduce Comrade 
PAT T00HEY to respond and to make a gift to Comrade JUAN 
SANTOS RIVERA. 

PAT T00HEY: On behalf of the delegates at this convention 

" and representing the sentiments and feelings 
of every member of our Party, and going on beyond, that, 
representing the esteem and the affection of all progressive 
Americans, we are all deeply moved to welcome to our 
convention today our beloved comrade SANTOS RIVERA^ whose 
fortitude and Communist determination has decided, nothing 
shall prevent him from attending our convention. 

We American communists have closest fraternal 
and Marxist relations with our valiant comrades in Puerto 
Rico and if we will try to understand that the enemy which 
degrades the Puerto Rican people, is that’ imperialism 
which also degrades and fights our own workers and our own 
people, and it Is with the deepest bond of understanding and 
sympathy that the struggle of these people of Puerto Rico 
to attain the status of free people is understood and 
reacted to by every liberty-rloving American, The - - - - - 
violence against the pepple of Puerto Rico by American imperialists 
to the shame of our country is one of the most brutal 
against any people in our history. 

We of the Communist Party, like other progressive •• .. 
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Americans* shall continue to heed and respond to the 
cry of the democratic and patriotic people of Puerto 
Rico to help them in their fight against actual gehocide 
and tf> help them in their valiant struggle against 
enslavement as a colony of our imperialism. And in our 
forthcoming le port to the convention, we have the hope 
of striving to place the former comrades - this is a 
question of national honor and a test of the integrity 
of not only every Communist, but through these efforts 
to influence the sourse of our nation in the direction of 
helping to achieve the independence of the people 
of Puerto Rico and fo realize the possibility of self- 
determination for them. 

Comrade -JUAN, it is with a spirit of the deepest 
emotion that we greet you and welcome you and tell you 
to transmit to our fighting comrades and brothers.* the^ 
island of Puerto Rico, our resolve and our determination to 
stand shoulder to shoulder with your Party and your 
comrades and your people in the achievement of tho.se common 
objectives. And on behalf of this convention, .1 will 
express the sentiment of the delegates by presenting to 
Comrade SANTOS and to our Puerto Rican comrades this 
wonderful bouquet of flowers to further express how we 
feel about his attendance at the convention here today 
And to comrade SANTOS' all we can say further is (lapses 
into Spanish). 

Chairman • BROWN : (Mentions a comrade left a folder #175 on 

a~~ ' a table.) An early adjournment for lunch is 

prooosed. It is now 12:25. Motion approved. To return af 

1:15. ‘ 

(Morning session adjourned at 12:25 p.m„) 
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Afternoon Session 
•December 13 j 1959 

NY T-l advised that this session convened at 
2: 15. p.m. Comrade ME I ( ROEE$IBLHTH ) '. If r offi r New-. York" was^dlected 
Chairman of the session, . The. Chairman announced that the 
first order of business was a report from the Latin- , 

American Affairs Committee, PAT T00HEY, Chairman, 

PAT T00HEY: Comrades, the arrival of Comrade SANTOS 

~ ' ' this morning was rather unexpected. The comrades of 

the presiding Committee had no time to prepare a suitable 
presentation to him. That is why we did the best we could and 
just to say that such a suitable and more tangible form of 
help and presentation will be prepared and given to him. 

The committee has a short report to make followed by 
some remarks by Comrade NORTH. The committee was composed 
of Comrades from NY, New England, New Jersey, and Southern 
California and received considerable assistance from Comrades 
COLON, JOE' NORTH, and TRACHTENBERG.. Its work is partially 
due to the pressures -of time but we present to this 
convention tm> resolutions which are before you for your 
consideration: A resolution on Cuba and a resolution on 

Puerto Rico. I will refer to these resolutions, but the 
report asks for the approval of the convention and the 
adoption of ftsse resolutions. 

The committee proposes three motions to the 
incoming National leadership of the Party which time does not 
allow to defining much further. We have to establish a self- 
criticism of our lag in the attention to and the development 
of this work up to now, and one of the basic causes has 
been the lack of a strong subcommittee of the National 
Committee guiding and; developing this activity. The motion 
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is that the National Committee be obligated to create 
such a committee a,s one of its first orders of business* 

Secondly, there is before the Convention a 
resolution on the Mexican-American workers of the southwest 
prepared and presented by the comrades of Southern. California* 
The* resolution is considered to be the basis of our work 
in many respects* We ask for a ? — - of if with the further 
suggestion that the National Committee try fo arrange a 
Party conference in the southwest dealing with this phase 
of our work. 

The third motion, which time does not allow to 
bring here in a finished form. We wanted to bring to the 
convention V ' '-v. u •*.*. . ?«. ft' 

the draft of an appeal by this convention to the conscience 
of the American people to give solida^’t fcy and support to 
the struggles of the people now developing £n Latin-America . 

And we believe that such an appeal should be prepared with the 
struggle of national liberation washing our own shores 
and requiring such assistance that the people of pur 
country have certain responsibilities, an& . for a few 
moments we would try to establish what these responsibilities 
are. For example, the Secretary of Commerce* a Mr, MUELLER, a 
political ignoramus if not a biological miscarriage, 
issued a statement the other day to tell the American 
people what is the situation in La tin -America* He 
characterized if as nothing but a bunch of murderers 
running around interested in nothing but grabbing American 
property «• ^hat is it? It is this, that there is a tremendous 
national liberation struggle sweeping the water in our 
hemisphere, scurrying -- and going as far as the -r. It 
even embraces the peoples of over 20 Latin -American nations and 
several colonial countries there* 
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This Is a vast people’s movement and it merits 
the sympathy and sole support of the people of the U.S. 
whose leading support and solidarity is our obligation. 

As LENIN stressed to us, it. is the political responsibility 
of the workers in the Imperialist countries to give extra ; ; 

support to the colonial and semi-colonial people who are 
oppressed by their capitalist class, and today this is a 
task and duty of the most urgent necessity. Our Party, our 
leadership and our membership, and many progressive 
Americans, have a record marked with deep devotion and 
self-sacrifice in mobilizing workers and support of the workers 
of other countries. By a i — time our attention to this 

has apd has reached some points of actual neglect' and 

unless I would appear sanctimonious I ask the state chairman and 

the district and honor to represent is no better in this 

respect than many others. 

The theme of this convention is the fight to win peace, 
but this cannot be a reality unless the people of the U. S. 
understand the meaning of and instantl.y respond to, with 
the aid, to the embattled peoples of Cuba- and of Latin- 
America because, contrary to Mr. MUELLER, theirs is a fight 
for national freedom, for solidarity, for social advance, 
and for peace. Nor can there hardly be world peace if in 
our own hemisphere there is a menace of war and a suppression 
of people engendered by our own imperialism. , 

* —■ - n ' : *■*■> C ** a * -V * n * "t > ' r 

. _ - . And this is because of a matter Sf 

national order and in the self-interest of our nation, and, for 
every Communist, a task of the 'highest responsibility to 
respond instantly in the effort to arouse American public 
opinion in. the support of the struggles Of the Latin- 
American people. This support in Latln-America assumes 'very wide a 
and influential forms but in our country is most . unsatisfactory; 
unsatisfactory because of the lack of understanding of the 
nature of it. And if we understand that/the character of 
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the- present movement there is that proper revolutionary 
resistance to American imperialism, the response would 
change, particularly the Cuban revolution which has given 
a new quality and content to this anti-imperialist development, 
if we understand that it is a movement against generations 
of bitter poverty and its exploitation imposed by our own 
U. S. ' imperialism. It is not to once and for all end 
the pilferage of their national wealth and their provable dictator^ 

ships which wealth for the monopolists and their local 

"stooges", but which in turn gave to the, people an" economic 
backwardness, colonial bondage, subhuman working and 
living conditions, illiteracy, disease, and cultural 
degradation. They are now rising and brilliantly, 
fighting with 'an unparalleled degred" of unity and •' ' - 
dedication for relief from the strangling yoke of 
American Imperialism* and for economic and political independence, 
and for human dignitjr, and for a world at peace, Aid this 
Is consistent with the self-interest of the people of our 
country, for a free industrially developed Latih-America people 
with good living standards for its people benefits the working 7 
and their movements in our oo untry. 

The "New York Times", frightened, says that what is 
in Latin America is something like a fire-control board, 
flashingwith "fed-warning lights" and when that comes alive there ai 
danger signs of deep unrest, that democracy is in the air 
and so is social revolution. That is true, but the danger signs 
are to the criminals whom Wall Street has installed in many 
countries in La tin- America. They have already suceeded in 
toppling a number of them and for a few remaining the bells 
are tolling louder for their overthrow. But what a stain 
on the honor of this country that the Administration spends 
millions of dollars on military missions to TRUJILLO whose 
aim is to invade Cuba and to set the Caribbean aflame with 
reactionary war. And what degradation it is for our own 
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country that American cops shofot down Panamanian patriots 
who made several requests to respect their national honor 
and for self-rule over their own soil. 

I have spoken earlier of Puerto Rico in this 
respect but greater is the shame that the voice, of the people 
and labor movement of our country seems muted and. — - 
and lethargic to this. More is the pity that there should 
be su.ch passivity to such events as we have not seen 
before in our lifetime, • and you can see too what a tragedy 
it is that our people do not- yet seem to have the simple 
realization that the hopes and aspirations of the world people 
are identical with burs. The interests are' mutual, the 
enemy is one. Both cherish liberty and the consequences 
of the defeat of one will be shared by both for there cannot 
: be peace and social progress here in the U. S, if we 
permit our government to be used as a reactionary Goliath 
with fire and sword, to bring death' and destruction and 
tyranny to neighbors' who after long years of oppression want 
only to obtain the status of free human -beings. The victory 
of the workers and the farmers of Cuba, Venezuela, Colombia, 
and- Argentina in toppling the U, S. imperialist supported 
dictatorship is a victory for the common people of our own 
country. Any possible return of those dictatorships- our 
people in their own self interest must help to prevent. 

It is the same monopolies which oppress the people of 
Puerto Rico which try to destroy democratic liberties, 
instigate war, menace th.e unions- here, and shackle the 
people of their own country with repressive laws. 

The Latin-American people, despite Mr. MUELLER, 
have no animosity toward the people of our country and 
they look upon our people as brothers, in a common cause, 
but they do differentiate between the people ■ 
of the U, S. and exploiters against whom we both fight. They 
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are truly incensed at the support given to the hated dictators , 
They are aware of the role of our State Department in organizing 
the overthrow of the democratic government <?f Guatemala 
and they received Mr. NIXg$ c accordingly» But at the_ same 
time, for them Americans/as a VJILLIAM Z. FOSTER, a GITS 
HALL,. a BENJAMIN- DAVIS, or an American, working man or 
farmer, they receive as other Americans and welcome them 
as brothers. ' ■ ' 

In India yesterday. President EISENHOWER declared 
that the Uv S. is for supporting its real friends. They 
have the — expression but it should be the king, 
for FRANCISCO FRANCO is’ hot our friend but — - a free man, 
and should not be entitled to the dignity of a visit by 
the President of this country. TRUJILLO is npt our friend 
but is a cancer he imposed upon the people of .the Carribean. 

The true friends of our country are heroic .Latin-Amerlcan 
people who now more than anytime deserve the support of 
our country in their fight to attain national liberation, , 
and it becomes our task to help aggressively, reverse the 
conception of who are our friends and should he supported ■*- 

the common people, of our country today — they test 

our integrity and honor. 

Cuba, where the revolution shook the foundation 
of our hemisphere, now faces a deadly and Immediate danger.* 

As the resolution indicates* only two days ago the commander 
of the Cuban Military Forces jrqp-hesied an invasion of Cuba 
by the first of the year. And the question has to be loidced 
at bluntly s will this danger be responded to or will the 
world with an apathy cause the world to possibly suffer 
another Guatemala or another Republican Spain? -A mercenary 
army financed by Washington and composed of BATISTA and TRUJILLO 
cut-throats, and former Nazi officers are assembled and* 
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trained' for such invasion. And when TRUJILLO moves it will 

be the signal for a combined assault manipulated by 

American imperialism which is resolved to erase this 

infectious revolutionary flame in Latin-America. For 

from last New Years Day when Cuba was reborn,' it has 

encountered the hostility, sabotage and provocative 

forays intended to destroy it. Counter-revolutionary 

forces, led by our. imperialism, have conspired militarily, !' 

politically, and economically to destroy Cuba for they are •; 

determined, if they may, to erase those advances which are propellip 

other Latin-Aisierican people toward doing these things. 

But despite this, Cuban unity of farmers and workers has 
strength and this enemy must move before that unity 
reaches the stage where it will forever make impossible 
the return o,f those forces to power. 

It is in this sense that the very fate of our 
hemisphere lies in the fate of revolutionary Cuba. ’ Instead 
of pursuing a policy of friendship and support to the new Cuba, 
the EISENHOWER Administration is trying tp strangle it. 

The State Department, the Pentagon aid FBI are actively 
p lotting an overthrow, an imposition upon the Cuban 
people pf a new government ."sUb-servlent to the U» S. 
sugar monopoly and financial trusts. ------ use our 

soil from Florida without, interruption or restraint to 
bomb and strafe Havana, and then is welcomed to Washington 
as a returning hero, as a — : stool-- pigeon before the 
d-ongressional committees. . The, Administration has paired 
millions of dollar? behind BATISTA but refuses one cent tp help 
the new Cuba to improve its economy. Our administration 
further refuses to sell Cuba any planes to defend itself and 
puts a blockade cn any other nations who are willing to do it. 

Our Department of Justice, radio, TV, capitalist 

newspapers hop into a rage when BATISTA murders our 

and sentence in Cuba, but they have no tears to shed for 
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a MACK PARKER., a ROBERT TILL> or object to Little Rock, 

or punishment of honored Americans like GREEN> 

WINSTON, THOMPSON, SOBELL and hundreds of others who were 
harassed and their liberties • — Smith Act and others. 

But now' they are trying to create a collapse of Cuba from 
within by. an attack upon its economy. And as we know, Cuba 
rests heavily upon its sugar to back up tourism. Day 
before yesterday Mr.. HERTER openly threatened the 
Cuban people that the coming session Of Congress may be 
expected to take up the sugar .quota for a possible 
downward revision, aqd he also openly said punitive 
action against the Cuban people is pot excluded. At the 
same time several large steamship companies which carry 
thousands of tons to Cuba have momentarily cancelled 
it as a port of call in an effort to destroy its tourist 
industry, 

A terrible blow will fall upon our democratic 
people if we in the U. S. remain passive to these efforts 
■to bring Cuba to her knees . For Cuba now fights for her 
life as a nation of free people and against a threat of 
a direct open intervention, inspired and i.ed by our own 
reactionary U. S. f drees. ' "Hands off Cuba" is a slogan 
of urgent and — meaning at the present time. And it 
needs translation into, coxmtless concrete and immediate 
acts of support and solidarity. Our resolution tries 
to indicate some of them. Now impressive democratic forces 
in Latin-America are responding and It is our task to 
strive to increase this support here. LOMBARDO TOLEDANO 
(ph) has issued an urgent,, call to all national trade 
union centers and their affiliates to respond at once with 
aid and support' to Cuba. And our AF of L, CIO, and local 
labor movements, and other organizations certainly can do 
no less. It is our obligation to carry out American . public 
opinion and appeal to the. conscience of the people of this 
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country to bring that support to the people of Cuba and 
all Latin -America. 

And if our party.,. Comrades, is ’ animated with 
a political understanding of this situation and 'deeply 
imbued with the working class spirit of inter- 
nationalism, we will be able to defend our own people 
in the form of defending our Latin-American brothers, and, together 
with our Communist comrades in Latin -America, together make 
effective contributions to the winning of peace, security, 
and Socialism in our hemisphere. 

I move the adoption of the motion and the report 
of the convention committee on this subject. 

Chairman HOSSNBLtJLH; The first motion is to adopt the three 

motions, and the report.' Is there a 
second? It is seconded. 
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Chfelrman ROSENBLUTH: Next a speech by Comrade NORTH. 

JOE NORTH: Delegates, before Interruption on this- extremely 

vital question, I wish to address you as one who 
just came back from Cuba in pursuit of my journalistic 
duties. I had the privilege of going to Cuba for 
my .newspaper twice this year, the first of the year of 
this- revolution. Perhaps no other newspaper in this 
country has had that opportunity and this is the kind 
of truths about Cuba that my newspaper has. For that 
reason, it was probably the intention of the Eastland 
Committee to subpoena me to appear before it Monday 
of this week. It is one of life ? s contradictions and 
ironies that I had about 3 hours before the Eastland. 
Committee on Cuba that I didn l t ask for and I find it 
Is difficult to get 15 minutes before this body . 

I want to say the following. It was amazing to 
me as a newspaperman of 30 years experience to go to 
Cuba this past week and to see the nation that has been 
described by every newspaper, radio, and television and 
every medium of communication --as being in- the state 
that they say It is. The contrast is like heaven from 
hell. You have there a country with a unity far beyond 
that you thought would be obtainable when you were there 
in January. Every segment of the country, the peasants, 
the workers, the intellectuals, are working for a new Cuba 
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in a way that inspires every honest visitor and that is . 
doubtless one of the reasons that the ships will not 

land in Cuba. And this is a fact that tourist income 

that they had from previous years. They do. not want 
the American people to know what has happened in that 
country this past year. And you will feel, ten feet tall 
when you walk the streets of Havana, and you go to the 
countryside and you see what the peasants are doing. 

There is too much for me to try to describe in 
these few minutes which are given for this subject, 
but I would like to dwell primarily on the land reform 
which is the heart and soul'. x>r the Cuban Revolution. 

Last year, a day or so after the revolution was 

successful, it was impossible to get to Santiago from 
Havana and Oriente except by plane. The train lines were 
torn up, the country was in a state of disequilibrium. 

It was difficult to transport goods and foodst^fss from 
thejjpo; vinces to the capits^l and within just ohe year you* ve 
founcl the country zooming ahead in the following way. I went to 
Zone 7*- Now land reform is divided by the INNA (ph) into 
some if different zones. Each zone' is headed by one of the 
most experienced, tried, and honored members of the Cuban 
revolution. And here ip Zone f, I was warmly greeted by 
a man, a young man of 28-30 who was wearing a zp's-x- Itlj and 
a big beard, a fellow about 5*10", brawny , stocky, who, 
on the day of the revolution, the day BATISTA took power, 
had been on the land a good part of the time wap ih the 
cities . helping organize revolution, and then was, f&g the 
last txvo years, up in the mountains' until he came down on the 
plains and took over. This is the type of: man that was in charge 
of Zone 7 of the agrarian reform . . S.iraiiiar men are in 

charge in a sense of what, like in the first revolution 
in cold political -v- - .-..'t *he himself was not a farmer 

or an expert in the agrarian field but was quickly learning 
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all the angles cn It and using all of his team to work 
with him. 


He had a man who graduated from the University 
of Havana,-/ an agronomist. Ihis agronomist chose several 
assistants, and the young Commandant- had this: team about 
him and all the knotty questions of land reform are 
referred to this group for their decision . And you 
have there an enormous respect on the part of the 
peasantry which X was able to see when I travelled 
around Zone 7 with this group in charge of this land 
reform. They took me, as an illustration, to a farm 
that was once owned up to a year ago by BATISTA* s head of the 
lottery.. Ii?s a farm of about 4,500 acres called the 
Nena and you find there, its about 10 miles south of 
.Havana, you find most of it*s put .to sugar cane but part 
.of ' the ' agrarian reform is the following,. As a money 
-crop mainly, sugar was impossed upon the Cuban people • 
after the 1898 war and revolution. The ordinary means 
of subsistence like the growing of beans, onions, tomatoes, 
etc., they were covering them up- for money crop.^ A-s 
a result they had to be imported from abroad, mainly, 
rice for -example, from South Carolina, at prices ^ we pay . 
here in our land, while' the Cuban,, instead of raising hi'.s 
own, — ■- systemized, Part of the a,grariah reform problem 
was to reinstitute a- balanced agriculture. Now in miniature 
on this great farm, you could see what was happening all 

over the country. the honest truth> and those 

that came in at the turn of the century, they prevented 
the -and -this farm growing the necessities of' life 
and just what it belongs - sugar . Now> here 

on this farm of some 4500 acres, about 1500 of them were^ 
untilled and they were tilling them now. They -were putting^ in 
the onions and the beans and the other foodstuffs, and putting 
them in and running this farm. Now all — the basis there 
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were some 175 families working on this farm - the farmers 
themselves, the peasants. Were getting two dollars and 
a half a day until they are on their own feet and the 
products begin to be sold by their communities,. 

Now these peasants on these famms - and one of them 
said to me he had been a volunteer in the army up in the 
mountains for the last two and a half or so but being 
a peasant he had asked if he could be released from the 
army to work on a farm. He brought over some other 
buddies' of his who had done the same thing which the 
government is permitting to go back to work on the farms. 

Now I asked them, "how is life?" ' "How do you feel today since 
the revolution?" . "What d'oS-s ’ it meant- in terms of your 
living?" Well he said they have six children ."Before the 
revolution we never eat breakfast," he said. "Today we 
•eat breakfast, we have three meals a day; before the 
revolution we had two, meals a day and not enough at that. 
Before the revolution," he said* "we lived in a little 
baija (spanish.)" It is a one room hut .about the sise,^ 
wouldn 1 1 be much, more than from heie to the end of the 
platform with thatched roof . Today on this farm 
the city workers, of a nearby town had bought .cement 
mixing machines which they .had offered to the peasants 
&f this faym and they were building homes- of cement for these 
persons who before had never lived in anything but 
these one room "baijas" (ph). That I saw there in Cuba 
today, . , 

Yes, it is too bad tirefc I don l f have time to 
multiply these various instances of the tempo which 
land reform is taking place* It has reached a rate 
far beyond that of any other country of latip-America 
including Mexico* s ,1910 revolution.- YOdohave^a. - 
new look in Cuba, the solidarity between the- working 
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class and the peasantry, the unity of the peasantry. 

was able to leave the country and go abroad inasmuch 
as money to finance these -- tour and return with one 
hundred million dollars in credit from big countries 
Britain, West Germany, Italy and from East Germany where 
they 8 re buying up tractors to work their fields. These 
tractors are kept literally along the various farms of 
the zones involved and they are given to the peasants to 
work as they need them. There is something similiar there 
to what you have read in other revolutions of recent years, 
which indicates that they iiavelearned. 

I’m going to deal with some other subject. When 
I was there at the Eastland Committee hearing, I said . 
among other things,, that we in the United States could learn 
from what I had see^i in Cuba, And I was challenged by 
Senator Hruska 4 , >What do you mean by that?" 

’ ' ? told him the following. I said, while I was 

still up in Arancas (ph) I saw various decrees including 

Law 3* Law 4^ towards the question 
of the victory of the new government, the new Cuba, on the 
remnants of racism, I said I think that question is one 
that the United States could well examine because X think 
that you cannot deny^ Senator,, that we have some similiar 
problems in our country. He was quite quiet about that 
because after all that is Eastland's Committee, you know. 

And I said the following: When our United States q 

have a Negro as head of the armed forces, when our United 
States can have a Negro as head of the Air Force, can have 
a Negro as head of the (Juvenile (ph) as ip Oriente,when 
we have Negroes in similiar posts in the United States, then 
I think we are beginning to learn something from Cuba. • 
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Now these are just a few things X saw in Cuba 
and in consideration of PATTERSON* s eyes there i will, tell 
you that the stories that are appearing in "The Worker" 
deal with these in greater detail so X don*t have to 
your ear. You can borrow "The Worker" and get set 
for it and read all these things in there. 

Now, one final word. January 1st is- approaching*. 
When the head of' the Army, Navy and Air Force in the. 

Cabinet, — • they all Castro, made. the warning that 
they expect an effort to invade Cuba by January 1st, he 
•iwas not just talking rhetoric* There had already been, 
let *s not forget that., an effort to invade Cuba 
by air about three months ago which was halted, incidentally, 
if I had time to tell it, by the work of a United States 
Volunteer in the army of .liberation inCuba. There is 
a magnificent story in that and I — he was on TRUJILLO” s 
side with the knowledge of the Cuban government and the 
effort- was foiled at the ; last moment. Perhaps you read some 
small _*.of it. ' ' • 

Now January 1st is very near. The responsibility, 
as Comrade PAT told you, is great. I want to add mine. 

And I think that, when we return to our districts, the 
resolution which was presented her, must be acted on at 
once because what I am describing to you is but a 
small part of this new Cuba, which is sacred in the eyes-..-,? 
two hundred million Latin-Americans, sacred in the eyes of 
the entire -dolonial wprld, to the Socialist countries, 
and it must, and I know it is, to us too. But we must act 
upon it. 

Chairman ROS E NBLUT^ ; We have before the house a, motion of the 

{committee to adopt the resolution, and 
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the committee report. You have an Amendment to this 
Comrade POTASH? 

IRVING POTASH :. I want to make this Amendment, comrades, 

that we add to our efforts — — and 
demands with regard to the Latin American people, demands 
of amnesty for a group what of we call Nationalists who...- 
are today languishing in United States prisons on prison 
sentences* Some of us have met each Cuban Nationalsit on 
our visits. As Communists we have little differences with 

them, but none of us can doubt the unselfish to the national 

interests of the Puerto Rican people on the part of these 
prisoners . 

Chairman RiSENBLUTg ; You have heard the motion. I am 

sure the committee has no objections 
to the inclusion of this amendment, sd will hold 
the Adoption of this amendment to the report - with the 
report. Are you ready for the question. All those in 
favor please show your cards. Down. Opposed, if any. 

Are there any. abstentions. Adopted unanimously. 

Comrade HALL ready? 

Comrade HALL is not yet ready with the 
- oh! you* re making the report, I*m 
sorry. Comrade ELIZABETH Will make the report on the 

elections. 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN: Comrades, before I proceed to give you 

the - you don J t have to start to 
take notes at this minute. Before I proceed to give you 
the list of recommendations of the National Committee, you 
don J t need to start taking notes at this minute because 
there is the name of one Qomrade that is not on this list 9 
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although needless to s.ay this comrade was nominated by 
practically every delegation. The reason that we have 
taken it off the. list is that we consider it is not 
necessary to place the name of this Jomrade for election, - 
but that by a unamimous and general acclamation - 
Comrade WILLIAM Z. FOSTER will be elected Chairman 
Emeritus of the Communist Party of the United States. 

Chairman ROSENBEUTK: There has been a motion to elect 

1 WILLIAM Z. FOSTER as Chairman 

Emeritus. Comrade ELMER from Washington has n seconding 
remarks , 

ELMER (LHU) : Comrade Chairman and comrades. I want to 

second the nomination of Comrade FOSTER for 
Chairman Emeritus, and I would like to give you some 
reasons- for. that based on my. recent experience in travelling 
in four countries in Europe. 1 went as a rank arid file 
American worker to attend a conference of the World 
Federation of Trade Unions in a country in Europe. After 
that conference was over I was a' guest of the union of 
the country and was passed on to three more countries 
as a guest of the unions. In all the countries I visitedi 
I wasas.ked by the workers in the plants I visited, 
how is Comrade FOSTER? "How Is he doing? Is the American 
Party living up to the leadership that Comrade FOSTER 
is giving to’ it.?" 

And so I. would like to give as my reasons for 
seconding the nomination of Comrade FOSTER the feeling. 

I received from the workers in the countries of Europe 
that Comrade FOSTER stands for fraternal solidarity of 
the working class of the world based on the leadership 
of the Soviet Union. And this is the kind of answer 
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that I gave., that this is the position that I fight 
for in ray state of Washington in the, Party and I think 
there are many other American comrades who are fighting 
for that position. 

I think that one of the high points of this 
convention was the address by the Comrade from Puerto Rico, 
that when we see before us*,. comrades from t'other countries 
and hear from the activities of comrades in ether countries 
that then the whole feeling of international solidarity 
becomes alive and we- can see the full glory of the 
Communist movement of the world. I believe that Comrade 
POSTER represents the strongest force. in the American- 
Party for a Party based solidly on the Leninist principles 
of democratic centralism and a good solid organization - 
and united and determined that everybody follows out the. 

Party program,, that there is no reason for anybody to 
dissent or drag their feet when a program is adopted. 

One further remark on the question of international 
solidarity. I was proud to be able to answer the .question 
on what was my evaluation of the situ atiOn in Hungary * 
by saying that I associated myself with the position 
of Comrade FOSTER, that.I think that Comrade POSTER 5 s 
evaluation of the situation in Hungary was correct, that 
I can see no reason for- any American Communist to feel 
that they have to slander the Soviet Union in order to 
talk about Socialism, or to have any derogatory remarks 
about the position of the Red Army in putting down 
the counter-revolution in Hungary. One further remark 
on the question of Comrade POSTER* s leadership in steel 
which is understood and honored by the workers of all 
countries. And I think that that Vs one of the big joints 
of this convention, that we* re going out from here to 
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carry forward ’ the heritage of Comrade FOSTER* s 
leadership in steel and to rally the support of the 
American working class to the steel workers in their 
struggle to save their union. That*s all. 

One final point, that at the end of my tour 
of Germany I was presented the pin of the Socialist Unity 
Party of the German Democratic Republic, This is a fairly 
rare occasion when a visitor of. another country is 
presented a party pin* And I would like to see that 
this pin is given to Comrade FOSTER in my name and as- 
representing a gift from the workers' of the German Democratic 
Republic., 1 

'Chairman , You have heard the nomination and 

seconding remarks for Comrade WILLIAM 
Z. FOSTER as Chairman Emeritus. Are- you ready for the 
question?' All those in favor will you please show cards. 
Down. Opposed, if any. Any abstentions? There Is one 
abstention - one abstention . 

Un female : Comrades — 

Chairman ROBEHBLUTH : 'Nd-- Not you. 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN: Comrades, we realize that a problem 

arose in relation to some members 
of delegations who have to leave on account of going to 
work in the morning. It is our recommendation that the 
rule applies in this situation that the remaining delegates 
cast the vote Of Jhe whole delegation, dividing it ’ among 
them so that if *s taken care of, and I so move. 
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Chairman ROSENBLUTH ; That motion - I didn’t hear the motion. 

FLYNN; That the remaining delegation cast the votes. 

Yes. 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: You have heard the motion of the Presiding 

" T ' Committee that in the case where parts of 

delegations have to leave, that the entire vote of the 
delegation be' cast by those delegates who remain so 
that each delegation can cast it’s full vote in the 
elections. You have heard that motion, is there a 
second? 

(Seconds from audience.) 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: Are you ready for the question? 

any All those in favor please whow cards. 

Are there/opposed? Any abstentions? Carried. 

UnFemale: Mr. Chairman, I understand that my vote was not 

an abstention — 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: It was not your vote -- 

UnFemale: On Comrade FOSTER’S vote. 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: It was not your vote. 

UnFemale: I distinctly would not ~ 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH : ft was somebody near you, but it was 

not your vote. 
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■ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN ; I*m sure that I don* t- need to 

explain. Comrades, that the 
reason that I didn*t make a very lengthy speech in 
nominating Comrade F0S3EER. is that words not only fail 
me, but it seemed to me entirely unnecessary and in 
that spirit and only in that sense and X was very happy 
that a comrade from tie State pf Washington made the 
seconding because I met Comrade FOSTER 50- years ago in the 
State of Washington and we have worked together ever 
since. 


Now to business. X will read to you the list 
of the preferred nominations on the general list submitted 
to you by the Presiding and Nominations . Committee.. And 
after I have read the preferred list, then I will read 
the additional names that are that list. We were 
instructed. to prepare a list of 25 preferred. 

I will try to go slow if you want to write it down 
but of cqurse it will be on the ballot. However, you may 
want to for consultation and further nominations, etc. 
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ELIZABETH GULLEY FLYNN : (iead^ EUGENE DENNIS, GUS HALL, JAMES 

. ' JACKSON, HY LUMER, BENJAMIN J , 

DAVIS, ELIZABETH FLYNN, JACK STACKED, IRVING POTASH, 

PHIL BART, CLARENCE HATHAWAY, HERBERT APTHEKER, JAMES 
ALLEN, JESUS COLON, AL RICHMOND, HELEN ALLISON (WINTER), 
PETTIS PERRY, ARNOLD' JOHNSON, GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT, DANNY 
' (QUEEN), youth from Chicago, and DANNY (RUBIN), youth from 
Philadelphia, WILL WE INSTONE, ERIC BERT, GEORGE MEYERS, 
and the two were tied for the 25th post. So we will 
bring you both names and you will have to make some 
decision in this problem. 

UNKNOWN MALE : But that Is only 23 names. 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN: Let me check quickly (again 

• ' " * r ’ reads the list ) . Well fellow 

comrades, oh! my error. It Is listed below the listings. 
WILLIAM PATTERSON. The two that are tied are SI GERSON 
and DELL/ (DELMAR BERG)’ from Northern California. 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: * You have heard the, nominations 

that. came out of the Nominating 

and Presiding Committee. 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN; There are more nominations. 

~* ~~ " ; ~ The state nominations are 

going to be read- by Comrade ...... ......... . 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: We are not discussing the 

state, we are talking about the 
23 at-large . The nominations but not the vote. 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN: I never. did this before so you 

; "• ' r ^ " will have to pardon me, comrades. 

There is always a first time at any age. We will now take 
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ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN (Continued) 


those who. did hot get the preferential vote but are on 
the general lis t. JOHN HEIL MAN, BILL (HOSEA HUDSON), 
from the South, | I JOE NORTH, .GEORGE MORRIS, 

MILFORD So (SUTHERLAND;, NATE (SHARPE)* 

UNKNOWN MALE;, Where, what state? 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN; MILFORD is from Washi ijip-tnri 

NATE .is from Chicago. | 

is from Chicago. BILL is from the South and JOHN 
HELLMAN is from .Southern California . 

Chairman R O SENBLUTH: You heard the list from the 

Nominating and Presiding Committee: 
25 recommended candidates plus the additional candidates who 
entered Into it. On the question. 

(An inaudible proposal was made from the 
..floor.) 

Chairman* ROSENBLUTH: . The proposal from the floor is 

that we. hear also the nominations 
from the districts so that we can. consider the whole 
question. 

UNKNOWN FEMALE: I would like to know why BILL 

' ' ~~ from our district ......... • 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: I think it best you hold that 

until we discuss the 'report. 


b6 

b7C 


585 r 





AWM:mbb 

(3) 


NY 100-4931 


HY LUMER;, • This is a list of nominees as submitted 

by districts together with some 
additional nominations in some districts that were made 
by members of the Presiding Committee. In dealing with 
the at-large list and the national list, we fan into a 
number of duplications where comrades were nominated both 
from districts and the list at-large. What was 
decided by the committee was that, all names would be 
submitted, for a vote. Those who secured enough votes to be 
on the preferred list w T ould remain and would be taken 
off the district list. Those who did not and were also 
nominated on the district list would have, their names' 
transferred to that and would not appear simultaneously 
on the national' list. 

This does not limit comrades in any way 
from making nominations from the floor. 'This was what the 
committee thought was the most feasible way. of handling' 
iti 


I would like to present now the names as 
we have them by districts and I will give you in each 
district how many are to be elected. First I will 
read off the list of .preferred candidates as indicated 
by the districts and secondly any other candidates 
itfhich there are,. 

New York: 

" I b6 

b7C 

NAT (ROSENBHJTH) 

LOUIS WEINSTOCK 
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LUMER (continued) 

MORT .(SCHEER) Buffalo' 

MIKE (CRENOVICH) Latin American comrade 

from New York 


EVELYN WIENER 
MILT ROSEN 
BILL ALBERTSON 

There are eight to be elected from the preferred 
list submitted by the district . Additional nominations which 
Were made: 


•BETTY GANNETT 
MARTY (WILNER) 

. These were nominations that were made by 
comrades on, the Presiding Committee* 

Chairman ROSBNBLUTH: let me interrupt for a second, 

let everybody understand this 
procedure. You heard here the eight names which were 
nominated by the New York State Caucus.' Nox\r you are 
hearing additional names which have been nominated by 
the Presiding Committee. 

HY LUMER: Not by the committee as a whole, but by 

the individuals on the Presiding Committee 
who made the nominations as such. 
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Chairman ROSENB& UTH: I think the point of 

c ' procedure is well talcen*. The 

floor will he open for additional nominations after the nom- 
inations of the caucuses are placed, and at that time 
"the Presiding Committee can report on any additional 
nominations it wants to make as well as the convention 
delegates. The Chairman hears a challenge. 


ARCHIE BROWN: 


I do not understand. Your Presiding 
Committee is elected by^ this body. 

You want in there and they thought it would save time 
by do-ing it this, way, to present to you the nominations 
as a whole * It makes no blasted difference if done 
this way or we have to wait until after the nominations 
are in and make them from the floor. What s the 
difference? That * s the priviledge ox the Presiding 
Committee and we violate nothing that was laid down 
here.. I want to ask the Chairman ii he still holds to 
his ruling and if he does, I want to challenge it. 

There is only two people who are going to speak on it, 
the Chairman arid the person challenging it and you can 
vote up or down. 


Chairman RQSENBLUTH: 


I made my ruling and there has 
been a challenge. I stick to 
my ruling so we will have an appeal from my ruling, 
would like to ask Comrade IRVING (POTASH) to take 
the Chair to conduct the vote on this question. 

IRVING PC-TAS'H:. We will have Comrade NAT (ROSENBLUTH) 

■ present the reasons for his ruling and 

then Comrade ARCHIE (BROWN) » 


UNKNOWN MALE: 


Point of order. The usual procedure 
is where the challenge is made, that 
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UNKNOWN MALE (Continued) 


the challenger or the one who makes- the appeal, places 
his case and then the Chairman answers. 

IRVING POTASH: If that is the usual procedure then we 

will follow the usual procedure. 


ARCHIE BROWN : This will not take a lot of time comrades. 

' ™ ~ There are a number of points I want 


to- make. 


1. This does. not violate any procedure 
that was established by this convention. As a matter of 
fact, it underlines the procedure' established. ' When- 
the Presiding Committee made a proposal, they had proposed 
that when the states and. districts list their people in 
their order of preference the Presiding Committee would 
then go over both lists and would then bring their 
recommendatins . . 


2. The Presiding Committee, thinking- 
in terms of the best interests of this conventixi and 
from the point of view of having the .comrades have before 
them the. order 'of things, that repetition would have to 
occur,. I say its an insult to the Presiding Committee to 
say to them, "You cannot do it this way." When the- 

Presiding Committee, comes in with its . based on 

a proposal, it is not. needed, to challenge the Presiding 
Committee on that basis. I ask you to vote against the 
decision of the Chair. Thank you. 


Chairman ROSENBLUTH': I think It should be made 

• / " • "" • • clear here first that there 

is no upsetting of any decision of the Presiding Committee 
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•Chairman ROSENBLUTH (Continued) 


in my ruling. The Presiding Committee did not vote 
on .these additional proposals. These were proposals 
made by individual members of the Presiding Committee 
and not an action of the committee. An action of any 
individual cn the Presiding Committee has no special 
standing before the convention. Therefore., I rule that' 
any nomination .made by any individual on. the Presiding 
Committee' has the same' standing as any delegate on. the 
floor of this convention. There is- no upset of any 
ruling by the Presiding Committee in my ruling. 

IRVING POTASH: All those in favor of sustaining of 

the Chair -which means that the additional 
nominee's presented in behalf of the members of the 
Presiding Committee will be made not at this time but at 
a time when we open for nominations on the part of the 
delegates of this convention. Is that correct? 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH : Correct. 


IRVING POTASH: All those in favor/ tile ruling of the 

■Chair please signify by a show of 
cards. 59 in favOr of the Chair. ' Opposed? 45 opposed. 
By, a -vote of 59 or 60 to a vote of 45 or 46 3 the ruling 
or the Chair is upheld. 

HY LUMER; You have before you eight candidates 

presented by the New York District. 

In procedlngj let me point out that there were- some 
cases where the districts themselves submitted to the 
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HY LUMBR (continued) 

committee lists larger than the preferred list* In 
these cases I will read them as coming from the districts. 

I will omit those made in the committee w 

UNKNOWN MALE: There is no way of knowing whether those 

names came from the district or not. 

I suggest you live up to the ruling of the Chair ; and 
read the preferred list* 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: The ruling of the Chair was 

~ ' that the caucus recommendations 

be readj that is what we are now reading. 

UNKNOWN MALE: I suggest we be consistent throughout. 

DOROTHY HEALEY: We were informed by our chairman in 

our caucus that all nominations that 
were made were to be placed on the ballot even though 
they were not preferred nomlnaildons . 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: That is correct. 

DOROTHY HEA LE Y: However, three districts. New York, 

Illinois and Northern California did 
hot ful.ly understand this. They, therefore, submitted 
only the preferred nominations. 

.1 .say there has. to be a ruling 
that, will apply to all. districts. If, the Chair rules 
that only the preferred nominations of New York should 
be pead,‘ I hereby move that only the preferred nominations 
of every district should be read. 
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Chairman ROSENBLUTH : My ruling was that the recommehda 

; ' tions of' the caucuses should be 

read at this time. Following this we will hear all 
additional nominations including those additional 
nominations Which were made in the caucused 
but were recommended. 

DOROTHY .HEALEY- Ok, ok. 

CARL WINTER: There is a motion on the floor by 

. Comrade HEALEY, ’? 

Chairman. ROSENBLUTH: I heard ho motion. Comrade 

! WINTER. 

CARL WINTER: Did you not recognize Comrade. • HEALEY 

'.on the floor? 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: ~ I re cognized Comrade HEALEY and 

explained that my ruling and 

her motion were the same. 

(Shouts^ — "No, no, no".) 

\ 

She asked that the ruling of the Chair 
be carried uniformly throughout the report for all 
delegations and that .was my ruling so there is no motion 
on the floor. 

CARL WINTER: May I offer that as a motion? 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: What is your motion? 
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CARL WINTER: My motion is that we receive from 

" " the Presiding Committee only the 

preferred nominations of the state ............ committee. 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: But this, is a rule that has 

already been upheld. There is 
no need for a motion. Comrade LUMER will continue. 

HY LUMER : I will present the preferred 

~ ’ nominations of each distr’ict. 

Southern California ; 

CHARLENE MITCHELL 

DOROTHY HEALEY 

BEN DOBBS 

The numbers I give you are the -numbers 

to be elected. 

Northern California: 

MICKEY LIMA . 


b6 
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JUANITA (WHEELER) 

Illinois : 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
JIM WEST 
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HY LUMER (continued) 

FLO HALL 
SAM KUSHNER 
Michigan; 

CARL WINTER 
TOM DENNIS 
Ohio: 

ANHiSNY kRCHMAREK 
ED (CHAKA) 

New England: 

HOMER CHASE 
New Jersey: 

. PAT TOOHEY 
Maryland : 

JAKE (JACOB GREEN.) 
Indiana : 

MANNY BLUM 

l 
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Missouri: 
e. MARTIN 

Wisconsin: 

FRED BLAIR 
Minnesota: 

SAM DAVIS 

Eastern Pennsylvania : 
TOM NABRIED 
Washingtons 
BURT NELSON 
Oregon: ' 

NORMAN HAALAND 
South: 


S. FRAZIER 
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HY LUMER (continued) 


That should add up to 25. 

Chairman ROSENBhUTH: You have heard the nominations 

from the Presiding and Nominating 
Committee on the 25 at-large* plus the recommendations from 
the caucuses. 

UNKNOWN MALE.: The Presiding Committee was to enlarge 

the nominations from 15 to 25 in order 
to improve the composition of the National Committee with 
the point of view of the industrial workers, Negroes, women 
and youth. Now I want to know, in the preferred list how 
the Presiding Committee is improving the composition along 
these lines with this preferred list? This is the point 
of information I want. 

HY LUMER; The preferred list is a result of a 

" secret ballot among the members of the 

Nominating Committee. I am not going to speak to them 
individually as to how they voted or how the decision was 
made. This is apparently the judgement of the majority. 

UNKNOWN MALE: , I would like to make a motion that we 

reconsider the original intention of the 
convention fo improve the composition by going back to 15. 

I am not referring to any particular party but along the 
lines of this convention to improve the composition. 

Chairman ROSENBhUTH; There is a motion on the floor to 

reconsider the authorization 

given to the Presiding Committee this morning. Is there a secor 
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Chairman RCSENBLUTH (continued) 


to the motion? 

UNKNOWN MALE: Second. 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: Do you want to speak on- the motion? 

UNKNOWN MALE: I would like to know if he voted for 

" ™ or against the motion? 

UNKNOWN MALE: I do not remember. 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: • Comrades, before I recognize any 

” additional motions, points of order, 
points of procedure, I want to make a point of personal 
privilege.* There is a recommendation from the Presiding 
Committed that before we procede any further with the 
election, that we adjourn into caucus for fifteen minutes 
to consider these proposals. After we hear all the 
nominations from the floor, the Presiding. Committee 
recbmmqnds that we. adjourn and- caucus for fifteen minutes. 

I suggest that all these points of order and procedure 
be left until we 'have met in caucus and have considered 
the questions and then come out with some 1 though tout 
procedure on these questions. 

UNKNOWN MALE: I want some information. In order to 

Improve the total composition of the 
Party, not one part but the whole, we have had the 
nominations from the .states and other nominations and we 
cannot solve the problem of composition. Therefore 1 ....... 
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Chairman ROSENBLUTH: I would really like to talk • 

~~ ~ ' on this but I would like to 

hear a motion that proceed on the basis of 

i am going to ask/fne caucus now. 

. BILL ALBERTSON: I have a question on this> Since 

we met in caucus last night, this 

recorded the state recommendations, subject to caucuses, 
to the Presiding Committee. Bor what purpose do we need 
caucus proceedings again, to consider what? Do you want, 
what votes from states on the general list, for what 

purpose? The voting should by the convention 

as a whole.. I’d like to ask a question as to the 
purpose? 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: . I have been informed that the 

caucus meetings have been 

proposed as a .result of the request of many delegations to 
the convention. By a number of delegations. And that, 
therefore, the proposal has been brought forward from the 
Presiding Committee for a meeting. I now recognise Comrade 
DAVIS, 

BEN DA VIS: The reason we are asking for 

caucuses is primarily that part 

of the procedure as presented 

last night, was quite different* from the way it was 
understood by seme . Bor example, ' it was thought that the 
delegation had -a right of caucus on two questions: 

One, whether they had the right to 

decide to submit on the ballot just the number which 

were entitled foj or whether they c-culd 

also decide on the other hand to submit more than the number. 
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BEN DAVIS (continued.): 


Now in New York, we understood that we had 
that right, and so. other delegations must have .understood 
the same way. Nell now the Presiding, Committee decided 
today a different way. And so consequently, it 1 s necessary 
to meet with our delegation. When we have a different 
situation, to discuss the question and find out how. ...... 

...... ... .......... That * s why 

.UNKNOWN . FEMALE s . (Asks question, from floor - inaudible). 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: I will not place any motion 

for a vote, since on the order , 
of procedure the Presiding Committee has made this 
recommendation,, unless there is a motion to overrule the 
Presiding Committee . On this, there is rto motion before 
the house, • l’f there is no motion before the house — (calk 
from floor for a vote). 

UNKNOWN MALE.: Can the Presiding Committee 

' T ' hand us a breakdown of composition 

of the 25 recommended? 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: I will again state- what I 

stated before. I ask that all 
these questions be held until the caucuses have met . That 
is what I propose,, and unless there is a motion to the 
contrary, to change the recommendation of the Presiding 
Committee on this, I think that we should do that. 

UNKNOWN MALE : I make a motion that we change the 

recommendation of the Presiding 

Committee, open the floor up for additional 

nominations and then we vote accord- 

ing to the original plan. ;( Cries Of ’’Seconded*' ) . 
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Chairman ROSENBLUTH: There has been a motion and 

it has been seconded to change 
the order of business, as' recommended by the Presiding 
Committee, to eliminate the 15 minute caucus break. 

That is the motion,. Are you ready for a question on this 
motion? The Chair recognizes Comrade MEYE35. 

Comrade (GEORGE) MEYERS ; While they are preparing the 
~ . ballots, it will take 15 

minutes, and the caucus could be held very easily — 

(.Shouts from floor) , 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: Are you ready for the question? 

The tellers will count the vote 
on this.. All those in favor of the motion to change the' 
recommendation of the Presiding- Committee on caucuses,, 
will please show your card. All 

those opposed to the change, please show your card. I 
don*t think I need a count. The motion has -been carried. 

We will proceed with further nominations. 

UNKNOWN .FEMALE: A point of order — (inaudible). 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: There has been no reading of 

—r ~ ~ any other list, except the 

re commendations of the Party. There will be such a readiig 
" later. Your point of order is out of order. Are we 
ready to proceed with further nominations? (Galls of yes) , 

In order to expedite the nominations, 

I will call on Comrade LUMER, .to read, the additional 
nominations which were made/c ne Presiding Committee .and 
in. the state caucuses. ' 

HY LUMER? For New York — 
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HY LUMER. (continued ) : 


BETTY GANNETT 
ARTIE (EDEI.MAN)' 

ESTHER CANTOR ■ 

JIM TORMEY 
MILLIE. MC MtfRjg . 

For Southern California 
BILL TAYLOR 
ANITA (ROSTODHA) 


For Northern California 

JO figoieredo 

im zsmrnm . • •. 

For Michigan — 

BILLY ALI&N 
For Indiana rr 
BENNETT 
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Chairman ROSENBLUTH: 
Committee. 


The floor is open for additional 
nominations for the National 


CLAUDE LIGHT.F00T: (inaudible). 

HY LUMER:, Comrade ELIZABETH (FLYNN) requests 

names, additional names, beside the 
preferred list, you should have those. Doubtless, from 
what I can gather, there are a couple of names that -appear on 
the district list which were also bn the general list, and 
were placed there in the manner in which I discussed before. 
There is nothing to prevent these comrades from being 
nominated from the general list as well. 

UNKNOWN MALE: Will there be an opportunity for 

declinations? 


C-hairman ROSENBLUTH; I don J t think we will read the- 

list and ask for them, but anybody 
that wants to decline, -should indicate that, and will be 
given an. opportunity to do- so. 


■ UNKNOWN MALE (from Indiana): (inaudible). 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: The nominee from Indiana, BENNETT, 

declines from his caucus list. Is 


that . it ? 


UNKNOWN MALE: 
UNKNOWN MALE: 
EVELYN WIENER: 


One delegate (inaudible) . 

I move to withdraw from the California lilt. 

I nominate Comrade MILLIE from New York 
State . 


Chairman ROSENBLUTH: She is -not on the at-large list 

602 


AWM:mbb 

( 20 ) 


NY 100-4931 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH (continued); 


and she Is nominated for the at-large list as an 
additional nominee from New York State. That nomination 
has been made and seconded. 


UNKNOWN MALE: 


I want to nominate 
New York. 


from 


has been nominated 


Chairman ROSENBLUTH; 

'from New York — at large. 
Are there any more nominations? 


UNKNOWN FEMALE I nominate MUfSL., on the New York .list. 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: The nomination .for MUtT has 

been made on the state list. 

Any further nominations? 


b6 

b7C 


(Voices from floor say close nominations). 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: Motions have been made to 

close the nominations. Are- you 
ready for the question? All in favor show cards. All 
opposed? The motion to close nominations is carried. We 
are ready now for declinations, those who wish to decline. 


ESTHER CANTOR: I am ESTHER CANTOR from New York. I»d 

like to decline. J ! d. like to 
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ESTHER CANTOR. (continued); 


I am very much in- favor of MILLIE (MC ADORY.) at-large. 


ARTIE (EDELMAN) (from. New York) : I decline 4 to create a 

~ r better atmosphere, for . . 
Comrade MILLIE (MC ADORY) at-large to be elected to. the 
National Committee. 


I regret that I Would have to decline 


I am 


from • Illinois and I 


would like to decline from whatever list 


I am on and if you comrades will give me an hour I will, 
tell you why. 


b6 

b7C 


UNKNOWN FEMALE: (inaudible). 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: . Comrade LEE' $©TNM| fassm Northern 

California declines from the 
state list. Comrade BILL (TAYLOR) from Northern 
California has declined. 

MILLIE '(MC ADORY).: I would like' to decline on the state 

" list. 


Chairman ROSENBLUTH: -Comrade MILLIE to withdraw 

on the state list and to stay 
on the at-]arge list for New York. 


UNKNOWM ' MALE s If I understand the declination of 

" ' ^ BILL (TAYLOR) from' Northern California 
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UNKNOWN MALE (continued) : 


correctly, that leaves the Presiding Committee with 
24 recommended at-large. • 

Chairman R0SBN3LUTH: It leaves the field with 25. ' 

We had a proposal on the pro-- 
cedure of the Presiding Committee. 

UNKNOWN MALE: Comrades, I gather we all recognize we have t 

have a Nominating :(.Ba Hot Ing')' Committee. 

The Presiding Committee proposes a Nominating Committee 
of eight at-r-large. Comrade SARGE (&IBAM 'EARGB' DAVIS), from Eastern 
Pennsylvania Is Chairman, MOLLIE GOLD (ph) from Illinois, • 

RALPH (IZARD) from' Northern California, ED (PINCKNEY) from New 
York (CLARENCE) HATHAWAY from Minnesota, (ARTHUR) MC PHAHL 
from Mqhigan, (OTIS) HOOD from New England, and (VIVIAN) 

GABOURY from Washington. That is the proposal. 

Chairman. RQSENBLUTH: There has been made a proposal 

of a Nominating Committee of 
eight. Are you ready for the question? All those in 
favor of the. proposals for this committee please raise 
your hand. Any opposed? None. So ordered. 

I am sure that I had:- better do that 
now. ' The tellers are to handle the preparation of the 
ballots for distribution, collection* totaling and report 
back tO this body. The function of the Tellers Committee 
has just been designated and unless there is an objection 
I will approve that as part of the motion that has 
already been voted upon. Is there a question? ’ • 
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UNKNOWN MALE': Will you also, of course, tell us 

what the election procedure will be? 

Chairman R0SEN3LUTH : Yes. There will be a report 

on. the election procedure 

that comes from the Ballot Committee by the people that- 
are presiding there,. . 

UNKNOWN MALE; Comrades, another proposal from the 

Presiding Committee as follows: 

In order to get the best sentiment 
and wish of this, body, your Presiding 
Committee is proposing the following 
motion i 

Delegates must vote for- at least 45 
delegates as follows: 

20 in the at-large categories, and 
25 in the state or- district categories 
and of course vote foi* no more than 
60 in order for the -ballot to be 
valid. The motion is that in -order 
to have a valid ballot you must vote 
for at least 20 out of the 25 members 
of the National .Committee at-large 
and you must vote for at least 25 out 
of the 35 possible state recommendations. 


UNKNOWN P4AL E: Point of information. Comrade HALL 

made a speech here and recommended to 
enlarge from 15 to 25. Is the 25 out of' that total, 
strength in the composition along the. lines of the report, 
I want a point of information on that. 


GUS HALL: I hope you don’t doubt that that is 
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GUS HALL (continued); 


what we Intend to arrive at and that is what we would 

like to do. All I could do was urge the nomination of 

the best possible, which I did. I think for .& large measure 

this list does balance the National Committee in the 

best possible manner of the nominations. 

UNKNOWN MALE? Comrade HALL,, I would just like to ask 

you what is the reason that the 
number of people percentagewise that you are required 
to vote, for in a valid ballot is less in the case of the 
representation from the districts than in the case' of 
the persons 

' GUS HALL: I think that is really clear. In 

the list of 25 there is a leeway of 
five. On the list of 35 it is a little "bigger, but 
the purpose of this requirement is to prevent a practice 
which Is undemocratic ef casting both votes . 

Comrades, I would iike to speak . 
further on this question of composition. As I see it, 
the proposal of the Presiding Committee has -two halves: 
onq with an at-large generally and secondly with a 
proposal forbidding of the state officers at least 
on that side that would be In opposition to industrial 
workers proposed in Indiana and industrial workers .were 
proposed in some of the other systems. Now we have the 
unfbrtunate situation that' every me of* these comrades 
has declined on the .state list be Pause of the decision 
or the wishes of their state- caucus . So what do you have? 
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HALL ( continued) ; 


You. have 25 on the National list with not one industrial 
worker whereas if you had stuck with 15 on the 
national list, it is one individual delegate from Indiana 
who would be. a steei worker, one individual delegate • 
in Michigan who would be. an auto worker and one 
individual worker from California, who would be a rubber 
worker. You would take your position on industrial- 
composition. Now you have. 25 on the enlargement and not 
one industrial worker. Comrades, I don't think, that even 
though the intentions of the- Presiding Committee were 
. 0 # course sound,. I. don't think that the result will 
actually live up to that example . 

UNKNOWN MALE; Comrade HALL, that is not quite true, 

Let me give you an example.. 

Maryland, had one and Comrade MEYERS was nominated from 
Maryland so he changed- with one of the comrades to -the 
general preferred list so that we get a shop worker 
to come up in his. place and we think that is a wonderful ' 
thing . 

UNKNOWN MALE; Comrade Chairman, I would like to 

suggest a recruiting drive amongst- 
the industrial workers- be initiated. 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH:. 1 would like to call for the 

ballots in order to proceed 
with the business of preparing the ballots. We will 
move on to the next order of business while the ballots 
are being prepared. 
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UNKNOWN .EEMALB: (Asks inaudible -question) . 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH; I . . . . that question. No, 

that was not voted on. There 

is a motion before the house that I place before 

a valid ballot setting a minimum limit for the number of 
votes and a maximum limit. You all remember, that-. .Are 

you ready for the. question on the . to vote? 

All those in favor. All in opposition. Carried and so 
ordered. The ........ will proceed with the of 

preparing the ballot and/will proceed with our order 
of business. • 


The next order of business is a move 
for a three minute break,. We will have a three minute 
break. 
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CHAIRMAN ROSENBLUTH: Let us come to order. We have a 

great deal of business to transact 
while the ballots are being prepared. The next order of 
business will be a report on the ques tion Of defense 
presented by Comrade ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN. 

(PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM OUT OF ORDER)'. 


ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN : .Madison Square Garden 

without a microphone 

really did have the advantage over everybody else but it 

was not always the most intelligent person who deliver 

•the most outstanding speech, so that from some points of 
view, this has been an asset to raising' the level of 
discussion. However, I am sure Comrades I ...... much as I 

have to report on you for the next few minutes. There is no 
basic differences of opinion. There are very few facts 
that I pan bring to you that you do not already know. And 
as far as that, . it would be a very serious omission for us 
to have a convention of the CP, USA without discussing the 
defense, the legal rights of our Party and the struggle that 
we have made and that we must make in the immediate future 
to resolve some of the issues which I will attempt to 
give you a bird’s eye view of now. 

It is really something like 21 years, since 
the Un-American Committee was set up in 1938# that we have 
carried on a struggle against repression legislation 
directed in some instances against us., directed in many 
instances at the democratic forces, the labor forces, the 
Negro people, including the ...... . And it was very well 

said by Justice JACKSON, on the ruling of one of the appeals, 
that the rights of the whole American people are tied up in 
the same bundle with the rights of the Communists . Now 
this we ha,ve attempted to establish over this period of the 
last two decades to meet the vicious lies, the big lies of 
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foreign agents* to meet the slanders against our Party. 

The Un-American Committee as we all know* has no 
legitimate purpose. It was set up for purposes of exposure 
and not to propose legislation. It has carried on a 
continuous campaign* a continuous onslaught against hundreds* 
yes thousands* of men and women in our country. People have 
lost their Jobs* men and women have gone to prison for 
contempt and perjury. There have been drives against whole 
groups of people like teachers in California and more 
recently against Puerto Rican people here and in Puerto 
Rico. The raids that they hate made against groups of 
individuals include teachers, professionals of all sort* 
workers, people in the artistic field* in fact it would be 
a cross section of the American people. At the present 
moment, there are .something like 32 people awaiting 
Imprisonment and some like Professor ......* already in 

prison* as victims of the Un-American Committee. And Dr. 

UPHAUS and another individual* HUGO MC GRANERY- (ph) of 
New Hampshire* are also oh their way to Imprisonment under 
a ...... replica of the Un-American Committee, 

Well* If I move on to 1940* may I say* what 

do they say in Congress* revise and my remarks. In 

the (January or February ) issue of "Political Affairs"* I 
will write an. article of 5*000 words that I. would have liked 
to deliver to you here today* but after all I am your comrade 

and your friend. , careful reading from this 

article. In 1946* came the Alien Registration Act which 
has been the basis of torture of millions of foreign-born 

Americans and included in it was the rider known as the 

Smith Act* under which many people* who are sitting ' in .this hall 
today have either ...... or have served prison terms . And 

we are not through* we are not through with the Smith Act. 

We still have it* although the Supreme Court decision 
resulted In the dismissal of some government cases around 
the country and one Judge said regretfully that It had made 
a shambles of the Smith Act. Unfortunately* this is not 
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quite true. We still have the Denver case, pending appeal, 
and the case of Comrade FOSTER, who is still under the 
original indictment of the Foley Square,,, the first Foley 
Square case as well as the members indicted. And we have 
the membership question at the present moment. The appeals of 
JUNIUS SCALES and JOHN NOTO of Buffalo are before the Supreme 
Court and will be argued in the near - -future. 

If the decision should be adverse, needless 
to say, it would immediately affect comrades like CLAUDE 
LIGHTFOOT, like JOHN HELLMAN and it would affect many more 
who are also under indictment. But in addition to that, it 
would open the doors and possibly establish a prece4ent for 
widespread application of this membership clause to many 
other individuals. As you see, I. am skipping quite 
rapidly because of time and because I assume that you know 
many of these basic facts. I am Just going to - try to give 
you the highlights of where we stand today. 

Then came the Taft-Har-tley law in 1947. I 
will not speak about it in relation to the labor movement 
in general but specifically in relation to cur Party. It has 
been used, as you know, to send several labor men to prison 
for perjury, and". ...i,. of Seattle, Washington, is in prison 
at this time. It has also been used against 4 of our' 
comrades in Cleveland, who are now out on bail, and 3 trade 
unionists and it is a mighty ....... proposition because, 

■unlike, the Smith Act, you do not' need theory, you do not need 
books, , you do not need speeches, all you need is one stool- 
pigeon to testify that he saw a communist in conference with 
trade unionists and it has all the aspects of a criminal 
conspiracy when it is presented to a Jury. At least when 
you throw in a ....... well, the Jury may have some doubt 

as to the criminal nature of the proceedings, but perjury 
always has a sinister sound. 

■ In 1950, we have the Internal Security Act, 
which is the Me Carran’ Act, in which the Communist party 
and 12 other organizations 4ave been cited by the 
Subversive Activities Control Board pending order to register. 
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Now, I want to point out just two things about this: first, 

our party carried our Party was the spearhead in. this 

fight. If it had not been for our Party fighting valiantly 
all the- way up to the Supreme Court where we now are, all 
these other organizations could have been, ordered to. register. 
But until we are ordered to register as a Communist action 
organization, they cannot be ordered to register as 
Communist front organizations. And we are now before:-." 
the United States. Supreme Court. It has gone back and 

forthwith the SACB, staolpigeon after stool-pigeon 

at what they called the and so now they have .only 

one stoolplgeon. left, as I say, that is LOUIS BUDENZ. He 
had a heart attack, but doctors would not allow us to examine 

him, it might cause hiS death ? . And so the 

result is that we were not able to finish. the job on the 
exposure of stoolpigeons as we would have taken great 

pie astir e in doing. So in the Supreme Court Under 

appeal at the present time. 

I .also want to mention, for' the record, the 
1952 Immigration and Naturalization law, known as the Walter- 
Me Carran Act. There is a tremendous amount of material on 
this issued by that splendid committee, the American 
Committee for the Protection of the Foreign Born, who will 
hold a conference in our city during the coming week . And 
the deportations ....... denaturalisation proceedings, the 

tearing apart of families, the inflicted upon the 

foreign born, fellow workers and comrades. Is well-nigh 
indescribable. It is Well for us to realize that this 

continued, like In the days in California, where we 

all know the dramatic story about how they took him by plane 
over the North Pole. to Finland. They did not even let him 
take an overcoat or a toothbrush. They had to bring him 
back again, the agents of Immigration brought him back and 
now they are charging him with Illegal entry into the 

United States. ...... proceedings on that .case. So 

register or there is a new word now we have In our lingo, we 
always have a new word, ''import" ....... . 
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I want to mention the situation of the foreign 
horn among our comrades and' in the labor movement in general. 
Now it is true that our Party has not been outlawed in - 
effect, but that we are, per se, denied existence. If that 
were true, we would not.be here in this hall this, 
afternoon. But on the other hand, laws were passed in 1954 
to outlaw the Communist Party, it is by no means any benefit 
to us because the law is not enforced in the court.. The 
fact remains that laws have refused to us the right to run 
candidates^ ....... persecuted in many ways, and even if we 

keep our headquarters open, and we get out our material, we 
are sometimes under a handicap. So let us realize that our 
fight is for our full rights as an American political party 
in this country.. Nor did we ...... of one Communist or 

another shouting ...... shall we discard it and that we be 

treated as full class citizens in our country. 

Of course I need not remind you of the labor- 
management reporting and. disclosure act, the Landrum- 
Griffin-Kennedy et cetera bill which has recently been 
passed and which substitutes for the Taft -Hartley section 

' much more dangerous section. We have discussed 

that under the Labor Report, it is not necessary for me to do 
more than make it impossible .for one comrade to say "Mr. 
Chairman, why didn't she mention that?" So, I am mentioning 
it because it is a most dangerous procedure and something 
that we have to concern ourselves with as everybody has 
already indicated. 

Now, facing 1960> there is proposed heavy 
legislation, not only to put more teeth Into the TAFT law, 
but more teeth in the Smith Act, to lay aside the recent, 
well, comparatively recent, favorable Supreme Court decision 
and generally a campaign to re- Inforce this whole picture 
of repressive legislation which I noted here. Now we . >». .. 
that in view. of this situation, only 5 comrades came to our 
meeting of the ...... Committee. ‘ One from New Jersey, one 

from Illinois and 3 from New York. However, all of these 

comrades were to this question. Comrade BELLA 

(ALTSHULER), who is a member of a remarkably effective 
committee in the Bronx. In the struggle, the other members 
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do not mind if I say she is the spearhead. I think they 
rather agree with it, because she sure drives them pretty 
hard; As a result of this committee’s activities, we were 
able to get the signatures of 14 Negro ministers for a 
petition for HENRY WINSTON in the Bronx. I always 
remember that I did live in the Bronx. You know, there 
were friends like SI GERSON, who has been very helpful 
to us in. the whole amnesty campaign, especially in lining 

up people like NORMAN THOMAS and other liberals. And 

their cooperation with ARNOLD JOHNSON was the start of this' 
work ...... New York. And I also want to take off my hat 

to the splendid committee in Chicago and the 

I am not going to turn around and say "why wasn’t something 
done here there and someplace else?" I am going to let your 
conscience be. your guide. 

Why is it that we can do something so 
effective in Chicago, do something so effective in the Bronx 
and we do not get it off the ground in other parts of the 
country. Well, first of all, ARNOLD (JOHNSON) tells me that 
cards connected with the Christmas amnesty drive have been 
placed on all the tables. Now please do not leave them 
there. Put them in your kit, take them back to your 
district, and see that thesr are used So that when Mr. 
EISENHOWER returns from his good-will |rip all over the world, 
it will remind him of a little good-will and. peace on earth 
for the United States of America, amnesty to our political 
prisoners in this country. 

Secondly, we want to recommend a resolution 
which I will read to you so that it will go into our 
record. ’Bat we know that resolutions are only words unless 
they are implemented by deeds . I will read the resolution 
to you and then I will give one or t.wo recommendations 
that we are making to the incoming National Committee. 

"Despite' a number of court decisions .and 

other developments Indicating a receding 

from the worst aspects of judicial terror 
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"against democratic life, we ask that 

carry on in the spirit of ....... . 

The illegal use of the Congressional 
Committees to terrorize peace-loving. Americans, 
organized labor and the Negro people still 
continues. Proceedings under the Smith Act, 
while sharply slowed down, continue to 
proceed as witness the convictions of 
JUNIUS SCALES, JOHN NOTO, CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, 

JOHN HELLMAN and proceedings against many 
others". 

And also the Denver Convictions can be 
elaborated in here, but we did not have the opportunity to 
do, of a paragraph on the demand that all indictments 
against Comrade WILLIAM Z. FOSTER be dismissed and that 
Comrade FOSTER be allowed to travel any place in the world 
he wants to go. • 


"Remember that Communist and labor leaders 
have been convicted under the Taft-Hartley 
law and the Department of Justice Is still 
pressing the outlawing of the Party under 
the Me Carr&n Act, In a whole series of 
states, the NAACP is being forced out of 
legal' existence by virtue of new state 
laws. The attack on the foreign born, 
while slowed down somewhat, still continues 
and the F.B.I. continues its constant 
harrassment of supporters of peace and 
democratic rights and its banning of any 
public discussion of these activities. 

Summary refusal of the Parole Board to 
release our innocent comrades HENRY WINSTON, 
GIL GREEN and BOB THOMPSON while crooks are 

regularly pardoned, indicates the 

of the government* s democratic protection. 
Their continuing imprisonment along with that 
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"of MORTON SOBELL and persons who simply 
exercised their right under the 1st 
Amendment, give the lie to the tired, 
hypocrisy. that there are no political, 
prisoners in the U.S.A. 

"The fight to free these political prisoners 
...... to defend the Bill of Rights. It 

is the fight of all democratic-minded 
Americans, irrespective of political outlook, 
and in the first place, that of organized 
labor, whose fight is intimately bound up 
to fight to retain constitutional rights 
in our country This fight for democratic 
rights includes an Inseparable part the 
right of the Communist Party and its members 
to freely organize, speak, write and assemble. 
...... international tension and and anti- 

cola war atmosphere developing in our nation, 
the fight for democratic rights and the 
attacking of every vestige of ;McCarthyism 
has taken on unprecedented proportions. A 
new initiative on the part of Communists 
particularly to help, -.develop this .broad 
movement for civil liberties is a need of 
the moment . 

"The 17th National Convention of the Communist 
Party accepts its responsibility and hereby 
instructs the incoming National Committee 
to take every step required to set up the 
essential apparatus for such activities in 
the national center and in all districts. 

As the first point in. such activity, it 
instructs the incoming National Committee 
to guarantee a task force in every district 
to strengthen the' amnesty campaign, to free 
oir comrades to the end that in the shortest 
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’’possible- time. Comrades WINSTON* GREEN 
and THOMPSON will be with- us again"-. 

Now that embodies the recommendations that 
we are to make and 1 am sure that we all realize that it is 
only because of limitation of time that we did not . 
expand as the subject deserves. It is not only the Un- 
American Committee incidentally, and we have to make a note 
of that, but it is also the Eastland Committee which has 
been carrying on a vicious campaign of attack against our 
Party. And it was probably due to the constant repetitive 
challenges before the Eastland Committee that led to 
Comrade DENNIS* illness of the present moment. And I 
might say, in concluding, that he gave me a message for you. 
When I told him that the convention was going on fine,- he 
said, "That*s the best medicine I can get." 

On January 6', there will be a parole hearing 
for HENRY WINSTON organized by the Bronx Committee for the 
Freedom of HENRY WINSTON, his neighbors and his friends, and 
it is very Important, that we get as many communications to the 
parole board on behalf of WINSTON' and the others by that date 
as is humanly possible. Well, comrades, I have about 5 
minutes more but I will spare you. 




AWM:mbb 

(28) 


NY 100-4931 • 


Chairman ROSENBLUTH: Is HY LUMER In the hall.? Our 

next order of business- will be- 
a motion to adopt the report made by HY LUMER on /the .peace 
section of the draft resolution. 

. HY LUMER : We ecptributed earlier in the convention 

a re-draft of sections one and two 
of the draft resolution which all of you should have. It 
was thought by the sub- committee working prior to the 
opening of the convention and after discussion with the 
convention committee, that it would suffice for these 
sections. I just read them.' The committee proposes its 
adoption with certain changes of a comparatively minor 
character, . You all. have copies. The chief changes are: 

1., That the resolution should 
deal with the particular role of women and youth in the 
fight for peace. 

2. In the last part of the- resolution 
on page three, it is .proposed to insert the sentence or 
sentences presenting the essence of the ideas dealt with 
by Comrade GUS (HA'LL) in his keynote speach about the 
multiplicity of organisations fighting for peace...... and 

the movement. 


pn 3. It is proposed that the third 
last paragraph, /page four to insert a sentence calling for 
an end to the peacetime draft and military training, and 
in the same paragraph the sentence which begins with "Latin 
America....,....." and we propose to enlarge this- sentence 
to a sentence reading, "Fight against US intervention in 
Cuba or anywhere else in Latin America." This is to be 
expanded to read: "We .demand a fight against aggressive 


619 


NY 100-4931 


HY LUMER (continued): 


imperalism or interference in the internal affairs of 
Cuba and other Latin American countries and solidarity 
for other national independent countries." 

There were some other, changes proposed 
to the Presiding Committee and I will give you these 
briefly.. There is a proposal recommending that the- 
final editing of the draft include the admission from 
the Washington State Resolution dealing with the fact 
that the United States as well as the world as a whole 
had reached a fundamental turning, point in its history. 

We discussed a section of the Russian (ph) resolution 

which with some force and which speaks of the 

turning point o.f the. world as a whole consisting, of ...... 

working class problems becomming stronger than the forces 
of imperalism . , . . (public address system not working) . 

It is our feeling that what remains of 
this portion, this paragraph, is already 
for the United States 1 turning point consists, of the fact 
that the- long continuous history of its national American 

For the United States, this turning point 

consists of the' fact of its long and continuous history of 
expansion of American capital from its birth to the 

present far flung empire and the basic 

and American imperalism is- now on the decline that from 
now on the internal conflicts are no longer covered 
over by. expansion, that what, comes to the ........ 

are - gradually sharpened. Fr$m now on, the great 
expense of monopoly 'capital made at the expense of the 
working class 




AWMtmbb 

(30) 


NY 100-4931 
HY UJMER (continue^: 


A resolution submitted by the New 
England District which contains the following proposal: 

We, the Communist Party of the 
United States, mindful of the needs for peace* must, in 
the first place, help organize the people of our country 
into a peace front. The main essence of the peace 
front, is to expose and isolate further thoiie ' in our 
country who advocate preventive war and the use of atom 
and hydrogen tombs. We felt that the formulation of a 
peace front was not a proper one and the formulation 
is now here for resolution 

Similarly, a proposal from a 
comrade in New Jersey was discussed which calls for the 
setting up of a National Unity for Peace and compared 
it to the national unity (ph) which existed during 
World War II and was rejected on the grounds that the 
type of national, unity (ph) which existed in World War 
II was .unity against a foreign aggressor,. This 
situation does not exist now and therefore there is no 
ba^is for proposing such a resolution. 

Finally, a proposal, made- to the 
committee that the resolution should center on the questions 
of a split within the ranks of monopoly capital, a split 
based in one form or another on the differences between 
peace and war, and that the essence of the resolutions 
should be to call for the isolation of the section of 
monopoly capital which stands for war, Stas also rejected 
on the grounds that this does not correctly describe the 
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HY LUMEH (continued): 


situation within the ranks of American monopoly capital. 

So the committee proposes to 
submit this section as I have indicated and has' voted 
down some particupar proposals. The committee also 
considered the section of the economic resolution from 
the point of view that this, section was to deal with 
the functions of disarmament and its economic effects. 

In this connection, there is a re-draft of the section 
which does not materially change the existing section. 

There are a number of small changes based on resolutions 
and material that came, in prior to the convention but it 
has added to it a substantial section of the economic 
effects of disarmament.. This resolution ......... 

was adopted by the committee with only a few minor 
changes in it . However, it has proved impossible to 
get it mimeographed tonight for you to read it-. I 
do not think ' it. is fBs^ible for us to take the time 
now to read it. It would be a fairly lengthy 
procedure* 

’ I wouli like to suggest to the 

convention that,. as an alternate procedure,' this 
be turned over to the in coming. National Committee 
for final approval and submit/to the membership with the 
rest of the resolution. 

The motion is for the adoption of 
parts one and two as re-drafted with the amendment for 
changes as I read if and for the submission of the section 
on the economic situation to the incoming National Committee 
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HY LUMER (continued): 


for final approval. 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: You have heard the motion and the 

second that we discuss 

re-drafted sections one and two that Comrade LUMER 
reported on and that we refer the section on the 
economic question to the incoming National Committee. It 
has been seconded. Are you ready for the question?- 

UNKNOWN FEMALE: Comrades, as one who dissented from 

~ - - - - acceptance of that part of the 

main draft, dealt with by' the committee on disarmaments 

I wish to make this motion that was by Comrade 

LUMER and so ....... We recommend that the final 

editing of the draft include the addition from the 
Washington resolution -beginning with the fact that the 
United States as well as the world as a whole- -has reached 
a fundamental turning point in its history. I shall 
read again the part that Comrade LUMER read without the 
mike 

"For the United States, this turning 
point consists of the fact that the long ....... history 

of expansion of American capitalism and its present 
far flimg empire has basically come to ah end;- that 
American imperalism is now bn the decline^ that -from 
now on the internal contradictions could be no longer 
covered over by external expansion but must come to 
the. forefront . From, now, on the waning strength of 
monopoly capital, and. the rising strength of the 
working class, the Negro -people and the popular forces 
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UNKNOWN FEMALE (continued): 


generally the main framewa^ for Americans 

future . " 


This is a basic addition and we 
feel it will strengthen the draft. It is a point that 
does not appear in the draft as it now stands. This will 
give a basis 5 we feel!, of unity to the entire document 
.including the relation of peace and domestic 
struggle „ 


This - 4 . is In line with 

Comrade HALL 1 s keynote analysis of the new situation, the 
speed of development and the splendid possibilities ahead. 
We are In a new era. The speed of all these developments 
makes it necessary to ...... force of old in a new and 

sharper way. 


The struggle is then keyed to 
defend the trade union movement to resist Negro 
oppression, to stop the monopolies* offenses against the 
people’s welfare and democratic rights. All of these 
already have certain elements of having overcome the 

struggle for the victory of long range goals 

that will realize the deepest hopes and nighest 
aspirations of the people. These elements will increase 

and the present will be transformed into their 

opposites'. 

Our resolution must really project 
this process of passing over from the old Party to the 
new, from the cold war to the complete victory of 
co-existence, from immediate goal to long range goal. 
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UNKNOWN. FEMALE (continued).: 


from separate struggles ...... and temporary contradiction. 

to the whole unity of the whole people against monopoly 
and for a People's America in a world at peace. We 
look . . o . . . . preparing a way for a direct passing over 

into the struggle for the working class power and a transit 
tion to Socialism. A special compelling reason for 
more adecp&tE§r projecting the scope of the goals of 
this period is the speed with which they can he won and 
the path of its struggle towards victory is that the goal 
is realistic and that the realistic projection of these 
goals will he an important factor in winning the young 

generation to the side of the working class of 

popular order,. It is the young generation that must 
provide the main artery for victory-. - Against the 
bankruptcy, the demagoguery, the cynicism of monopoly, 
we must only use it today as the practical tasks of their 
generation being made their goal: complete disarmament - 
and the .« .end of war forever. 

Second, a peaceful solution to the. 
passing from a war economy to a peacetime economy. 

Three, a complete victory of Negro 
freedom and an -:end forever of the special exploitations 
and oppressions of the South, full right of every person 
to education, training, health, job opportunities, 
recreation, rest, travel, care in sickness and old age, 
full benefits to all people of the tremendous benefits in 
science, automation and industry. If the American people 
and especially the. youth feel a real possibility then 
nothing that monopoly can do can stand in the , way of 
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UNKNOWN FEMALE (c ontinued): 


their victory. 


I want to remind you of the greeting that 
came from Comrade DUCLOS of France. He stated in his 
greeting that only the Communist Party could project 
the ^salted goal that will inspire the American people 
In the struggle for peace. 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: There is a motion to amend or 

add to the report of the 

committee. The committee has rejected this in committee 
meeting and does not accept this amendment and, ‘therefore., 
the motion cannot be entertained. The only way this 
motion could be is to defeat, the report of the 

committee . 

UNKNOWN MALE: Comrades, being unaccostumed to 

~ speaking in public places I want to 

take. seven minutes to say what I have to say,. -First of 
all, I object to a certain weakness in the resolution 
which was in the original draft resolution on the 
section dedicated to peace. In this resolution it was 
overwhelmingly voted by the comrades of the country that 
it was weak, that it aid not express the objective 
conditions of the world. Now let us look on the objective 
conditions for a while. These objective practices which 
I don’t think was mentioned before are the question of 
the monopoly of the atom bomb. When the United States had 
a monopoly on the atom bomb there was a much different 
picture than when that monopoly was broken . When it 
was demonstrated by the Soviet Union that they had superior 
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UNKNOWN MALE: (continued) 


guided missile systems and the ability to send a rocket 
to the moon with great accuracy, then we should not have 
tried to set up a contest up there. 

I am taking up astronomy at the Hayden 
Planetarium and we had a section on the moon.. The moon 1 s 
orbit is the most complicated orbit of any heavenly 
body in cur solar system. So, in order to get a shot 
to the moon, they had to pick a time and then a 500 
pound, arrangement in order to get its true position. So 
from- that one piece of information you can understand the 
remarkable 1 thing the Soviet Union did. It demonstrated 
to the world, not only to the monopolist United States 
and American imperialists, but a very considerable 
audience in the Soviet Union. 

This is directly related to a feat of 
today, that Poland has won a seat in the Security Council 
of the UN. Now when I heard the news this morning my first 
reaction was: yes.-,- I wanted to see and ..... and share 

the burden. Now can you imagine a comrade talcing a position 
like that when the "Daily News" and some of the most 
reactionary papers in New York ...... as "Poland Wins 

a 'Seat in the Security Council." There must be something 
wrong in our thinking . I think this is a great victory 
and this is a part of the colonial peoplesr’ struggle 
because if you remember when the voting was taken in 
the. United Nations on the .questin of Poland becoming: a ■ 
member they almost required a 2/3 majority was covered 
(ph). This vote was largely made possible by the Asian 
and African bloc of the Socialist world. I don’t want to 
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UNKNOWN MALE (continued):. 


dwell on that too much because I think we/%Ko roughly 
familiar with that. 

What I would like to bring up is this: 

The point of building of Communism in the 
Soviet Union. This is ‘very important because of what it 
means to build Communism in the Soviet Union . It means 
that it is a sign that it has advanced technologically 
and suddenly reached a point where they could produce a 
surplus in all commodities with each contributing to his 
ability and drawing according to his needs. This has 
been a very strong factor in making Lunik a.nd making it- 
possible for the future development of the needs of the 
workers . 

All these things are objective factors 
attributed to the same situation in the world. This 
. results- In the defeat of one section of monopoly capital 
in the world. I .do not want everybody to jump down my 
neck. be cause the kind of things they want and the kind 
of .things the rest of the world wants are two different 
things.. But it should be' noted that a large and powerful 
section of monopoly capital has come to the conclusion 
that it is no longer possible for- them to carry on their 
policy &Mrh another war and thereby the distruction of 
the whole world. This is a very important difference of 
opinion among the monopolists, this imast.be • recognized 
and used by us and other organizations that fight for 
peace to affect the struggle for peace in this country. 
Something I wanted to mention along with the resolution Is 
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UNKNOWN MALE (continued).: 


the great gains of Socialism in this country. The 
.relation of this to peace, I think, in our country is to 
recognize the change that has taken place so that we can he 
more effective in showing the people now why this could 
gain a lot. In this way I think the resolution should he 
strengthened. . 


* * 
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Chairman ROSENBLUTH: There is a request for a couple of 

~ additional changes on this question, 

however, due to the time I think we should proceed on this 
question. Is there a motion for discussion on this? All 
those in favor of the committee report will please show 
cards. All those opposed? Four against, one abstention. 

Next order of business will be a report for the 
program committee on a declaration of Party principles. JIM 
ALLEN reporting.. 

JIM ALLEN: Quite a few good things have been said about the 

convention,, Perhaps I could add one more. Cer- 
tainly the convention has shown great determination, boldness 
I would say, and courage trying to face all the problems that 
confronted it. Not Only those which remain but the new 
problems which arise as we prepare ourselves to really play 

a role, a mass movement with full. Now it is:., not my aim 

to present to the convention new weighty matters for your 
consideration and deliberation at this time. Your Subcommittee 
on Declaration of Aims and Tasks had before it a document 
which had been prepared over' a long period of time. It is 
in your folders and was there from the first day of the 
convention. 


For over- a year, the Committee on Program has 
consulted and deliberated and prepared considerable material - 
for your consideration, which is also in your folder. It 
is the way.,,. .and this is for your consideration. ... .your 
leisure for your study, for your deliberation in the continuing 
process of preparing a basic program of the Communist Party. 

What we have in the declaration is a programatic 
statement of where the Communist Party stands. Here we 
attempted to do two things. We attempted to state p.s clearly 
and precisely as we could where the Communist Party stands 
with respect to its aims and how it proposes that the aims 
of Socialism .in America be carried out, as seen at the present 
time. Secondly, it attempted to do this in a popular way 
so that a programatic statement would be understood by the 
American people. 
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We think that we have made a commendable effort 
in that direction and that the document before you does serve 
its purpose* It was intended to be the programatic statement 
of the Party, pending the completion of a more comprehensive 
program, it covers, as such., only six points. First, the 
nature of the Communist Party; second, how wp see peaceful 
coexistence and fight for it; third, progress in a peace 
time, the essential economic problems . ,'thfe . American 
workers will face under conditions of peace; fourth, the 
defense of democracy against reaction; fifth, the American 
road to Socialism as we American Communists see It; and 
sixth, our Socialist contentions. 

The document itself is a product of extended - 
work. It was drafted in advance of the convention, A sub- 
committee prior to the convention consisting of Comrades 
LUMER, HATHAWAY and. myself, ..... carefully went over the 
document. And then your subcommittee again considered it, 
made additional changes in it, mostly of an editorial 
character that do not change the substance, . 

What it is is a projection of the line that 
has. been adopted at this conference. A summation and 
projection of the principal actions andpg;?itIons taken 
here. There is no contradiction at any point between the 
substance of the declaration and the work of the convention. 

We feel that it is the kind of a document that 
can be presented to the American people', the American work- 
ing class and all segments of the democratic forces, as an 
explicit explanation of the Communist standing,. 

With these words, I would like to recommend on 
behalf of your subcommittee that the convention adopt the 
declaration. 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH i We have a motion for the adoption of 

the declaration. All those in favor 
show your cards. Opposed? Carried. 
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ARNOLD JOHNSON will now report on some 
miscellaneous resolutions. The Balloting Committee 
is almost ready. 

ARNOLD JOHNSON: The move to refer the...... a resolution 

on the health of the people... ; ..social 
medicine, another resolution on the arts., The second one 

is a rather lengthy one place this motion for action 

by the entire convention. 

We received a cablegram from' the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of China in which they advised us 
of a movement within Japan by the government in collaboration 
with American reactionaries to amend the standing treaty...*, 
and then points out that there have been a number of mass 
demonstrations by the people of Japan against this provision 
of the treaty. .including millions of people in nineteen 
nation-wide mass actions. I 'think you read about the.*.. 

Therefore I want to submit' the following 
resolutions whereas Japan's Kishi Government, under 
pressure of American imperialism, is seeking to revise 
the treaty between Japan and the United States in such 
a way as to continue making Japan into a base for United 
■States military forces and under the rule of American 
imperialists, such a provision of this treaty will increase 
international tension' and involve the United States in a 
. ,i.. program intimidating the Japanese people and..... 
relations between people. 

And whereas the means of peace and the American 
people require an approach to establish friendship between 
peoples of all countries and an end to United States 
imperialist venture in Japan and..... 

And whereas we hold a special responsibility 
because it was from the United States Air Force that the 
agent of the decision of the then president TRUMAN that 
the destructive atom bomb reigned death and annihilation 
on the civilian population of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and 
continues to claim, the lives of Japanese men, women and 
children while others are, maimed and constantly reminded 
the people of Japan and all the world the brutality that 
was committed against Hiroshima and Nagasaki on the order 
of the president of the United States. 
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Therefore, it is resolved this convention 
protest the efforts of our government to revise the treaty 
for purposes of continuing to use Japan as a military outpost 

of the United States, that such conditions withdraw all 

United States troops and military forces from Japan and 
bring them home, that Okinawa be' fully restored to Japan 
so that there is restored a basis for friendship of the 
peoples of our country and the people of Japan. 

And may it be farther resolv.ed'tha-t the.... ..of this 

resolution be sent to President EISENHOWER and to- the 
Senate and House Foreign Affairs Committees and that 
further steps be taken to implement this resolution-. 

I move the adoption of the above resolution. 


Cha i r man , ROSENBLUTH : 


You nave heard the resolution oh the 
question of .an extension of the treaty 
with .Japan. All those in. favor sS'rfw your cards. Opposed? 
Unanimously adopted. 


There was also a motion for a referral of -two 
other resolutions to the Incoming National Committee. All 
those in favor raise your cards. Opposed? Unanimously 
carried. 


The Balloting Committee has run into technical 
difficulties with the machines but they will be ready in 
a short time. Since this obstacle has developed, we propose 
that Comrade HALL make his summary now and that the baxlot.mg 
take place at the conclusion of the summary. 
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GUS KA.LL: I think that we can say with definite assurance 

that this convention has fully met its main 
responsibility. When the National Committee discussed 
the perspective for this convention a few months ago,, 
the general outlook was laid out that this must generally 
be a convention that looks onward and outward. 

At that particular stage many of us were not sure 
as to what particular place this convention would take 
in history. Generally., we were of the feeling that it would 
be a step in the process of rebuilding the Marxist- 
Leninist Party in these United States* Some of - us -were -optimistic , 
some of us less so but I think we can- now say that it 
was hot orij y a step but it is a big step in this process, 
and that we have removed many serious obstacles in our 
path, and now pur party can move forward and onward. 

Because of the removal of the obstacles we can do so 
at a much faster speed' than we have in the past. 

I think we can also see that we have had a 
meeting of minds at this convention. While it is not 
true under- all conditions ,1 think under the present 
conditions of this process of remolding it is a healthy 
thing when we can say nobody had their whole way at this 
convention, and secondly that, none of us are the same 
after the convention as when the convention opened. All 
of us have changed in one way or another. I mean none of us, 
politically, are the same and I would only like to. suggest 
that if there is any single comrade that feels that this 
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convention has not influenced you, then I would suggest 
that you look at yourself and not at the convention.. ■*-- 
proceeding of this type, and I should say that we. attempted 
to do altogether too much in a four day convention; that 
there will be some minor irritations and disagreements 
on many questions. All in all, considering the rush of 
things and the pressure of problems, we can say that this 
convention proceeded i-,n a rather harmonious, fashion. 

1 i guess you* re ^ — that we should pass that main 
resolution sometime before we adjourn. .1 think, however, 
that in spite of these mirror difficulties and - irrigations 
that we now have for our Party one policy, one mind,, and 
one direction. because I don’t think we have had 

that in the last couple of years. . I don’t think that the 
line and policy ■ sat down was enough, it wasn’t concrete 
enough, and i think many of the difficulties we had arose 
from that simple, fact. I think that in spite of all the 
weaknesses, we now have that policy, line, and direction 
and this will be so not only for the sections of the Party 
but this will be the policy, line and direction for the 
whole Party from the member to the National Committee and 
officers. Well there’s all the positive' things we can 
think of in our convention. 

.1 think that,, however, we must ,say there are some 
weaknesses in the convention. Among them> 1 think,, the 
agenda was altogether too big and we tried to make 
corrections in too many fields in four days. There are 
some others, X think, we should mention. We did not have 
the possibility, or somehow from the convention did not 
emerge enough discussion on the concrete experiences of 
our Party And especially 'experiences in the mass field ^ 
of giving leadership to the masses... Now I say this knowing 
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that there are much more and there are some very exciting 
experiences that should have been brought to the 
attention of the convention, but again, because of the 

way the agenda was organized it did not emerge here as 

forcefully as in a Communist convention such a thing « — do. 

I think about this for another reason besides 
conventions because it is a weakness in our Party 

generally, I think. Somehow or another as what 

holds the honorable and honored position in our Party, 
it s s the teachings, and generalities, and somehow these 
still hold a very dominant position in the work of the 
Party. In committees, in state organizations, in 
sections, and even in clubs I think it tends to be so. 

We must elevate to a higher level in the work of our 
committees, including the National Committee, the concrete 
examination of experiences in life, experiences in^ leadership 
to masses, so that it*s not only a weakness here, I think, 
it * s generally a weakness in our Party and we must elevate 
this, evaluation. 

Comrade STACHEL tells the story often of how 
in the past this was a big part of the Party 1 s work 
and that he recalls the part In some small strike, I 
think it was in Detroit, it was just a small strike, not as 
significant as some of the strikes. The Party 1 s 
analysis of that strike took two full pages of the 
big edition of the "Daily Worker" in those days, without 
pictures, without sub-heads, and it was a s.elid analysis 
all the way through. .Well,. I doh*t think we want to 
but I think we must go into the examination of experiences and 
drawing the lessons from this. 

Now I think we must say a wor<j about factionalism . 
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I think it is necessary and some of it cropped up here 

at this Convention » And I think, that we must draw 

the conclusion that this fight is not yet over, that 

there are elements of this yet in our work and it 1 s an 

unhealthy thing. New we must find ways of — the 

very fiber of our Party So that it not only does not 

exist but doesn.*t crop up, that there is no factional 

approach to even the smallest problem, not speaking about 

big ones. And if I read this convention right, and if I read the 

spirit and the. decision of this convention, I think, it is 

that this convention gives a to leadership from top to 

bottom to completely destroy and burn all elements of 
factionalism in our Party. And the incoming . leadership 
must carry out this mandate of this convention.. Even 

if a comrade in presenting correct it makes no 

difference how right you are, you must be right as right 
can be and the leadership of the Pa??fy with whom you are • 
■working must be wrong as wrong can be, but if you try to 
do it in a factional way you* re wrong. That * s what this 
Party -mast understand. That to be right doesn* t give any 
length .of---*— method to carry it out. I think we have reached 
the' point how., the decision of our Party, which has been 
decided on a number of times: that there is no more room 

f)r factionalism 11a our Party and now it is unquestionably 
on paper. This is going to become a live and definite issue for 
the leadership to carry on: that factionalism will not be 

permitted on any level by anybody, and I think we- have 
to make it just as definite as that, and that, every 
member of this Party must be on notice that you try it 
and you have a fight on your hands. 

We have to find a way of working and a method of work 
that show trust and confidence in a united Party that we 
know of, because in the past when the policy wasn*t clear, 
in the past when tbe line and direction wasn*t clear, wirll, 
under those circumstances there could be the excuse that 
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some of this was because of fighting for a line. But 
now that the Party has one policy, one line, then there 
is no excuse for factionalism. Then factionalism takes 
on strictly a questionable "careerist 1 * and opportunistic 
basis, and this I don’t think this Party will permit. 

Now a few words on a couple of questions. I 
don st think we should attempt to summarise all questions 
in this convention and I would say not only all, but 
generally, I think, our Party had to take the position that 
we take a definite position on the theoretical and policy 
questions, but that doesn’t necessarily close canyons for 
further development, and deepen and looking into these 
type of questions. And,. I think generally that’s the - — 
w.e must preserve in -the Party. And therefore I don’t 
want to give any impression that in these few remarks 
that I want to so-called definitively close all gates for 
further introduction. 

•Just a word on the question of struggle for . 
peace. I think we need a little further clarity on this 
question and I think there still are some exaggerations and 
onesidedness here and there and, I think, we have to 
so-called b$>ing it to a balance on the many, many ways. 

I think first of all, that there are no disagreements in 
this Party that the struggle for peace is on a new ievel 
and that there are some very new factors that we must take into' 
consideration in raising the issue. of peace, that is, 
not only an essential issue in the way we did it before 

but with each developing a new way emerges as a central 

and key question for us. I don’t think that there is 
really much disagreement in this sense. This, however, 
should not lead us to one-sidedness and that’s what I 
want to say a few words on. 
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Take the question of EISENHOWER and his role. 

Well, I think that the position is "Yes, EISENHOWER is a 
spokesman for the recognition that there was the need of 
something new !«-• the direction -of our foreign policy.” 

I think that* s clear. In every*,.- ^d-~-^po;sslbi'y he wants- to 
go feven further that he has the problem of also bringing 

with him other also true.. This should not, however, 

blind us or become one-sided as to how far he has gone. 

At . this time I want to read to you some remarks 

that were made just very recently by Comrade KHRUSHCHEV. 
Somebody told me I mis-pronounce that all the time. Well, 
anyway you know who i mean. And, I think, we take him 
rather seriously because we t^eren f t as close to all of 
these things- as he was* He was at Camp David and therefore 
had some inside dope of developments and - therefore, I think 
we should take him very seriously. So he was talking about 
what is new since about 1956 and he says the progress Is 
in the direction of understanding and the necessity of 
peaceful co-existence, so that is the Ijhing that is different 
from 1956, and the progress is in the direction of under- 
standing and the necessity of peaceful co-existence. 

Then speaking about EISENHOWER, we felt a 

sincere desire on the part of the President to reach an 
agreement to attain a relaxation of international tensions. 
That is very pleasant. Tru§, this is so far nothing but 
orientation, and a man*s feeling is not a very exact 
measuring stick. There can be a good deal here which 
is subjective. Nevertheless, we trust' that the desire to 
improve relations will soon take on concrete forms. That he 

just made the speech days ago. By a— -and balanced 

and, I think, nice way of putting the question. Then -he said, 
I think* the .President also wants that, but apparently he 
cannot take such a step for the reasons tMt there are still 
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strong groups in the U. S. that take a stand against 
disarmament. We must not deceive ourselves on that score. 

And a further quotation from Comrade KHRUSHCHEY. When 

their bourgeoise politicians come to recognise the idea of 

peaceful co-existence it is that being determines ■ r: 

consciousness. There are some who put it this way 

however, beating determines consciousness.- I should 

say that both, -the one and other, are correct. The way 

it works out is that beating helps some people in being 

arid at last they begin to recognize the necessity of 

peaceful coexistence. What he said, considering that he knows 

much more than any of us do because he was in these negotiations 

I think, that that 8 s the balanced wsy of putting, it. That 

there is this new but that the cold war is not over and 

our approach should be that we want to take advantage of 

everything that is new in. the broadest and the best 

possible way, but that it means a struggle, .it. means 

mobilization, it means a movement because if the cold- 

war is over*- why, a movement, there *s no need for it 

then, The need for it is because it isnit -over but the 

pOsibilities are tremendous for actually putting an end 

t© it, and that ! s what is new, and that 1 s what we should 

take advantage of„ 

f£ow, a few words on the anti-monopoly coalition 
because this is another field in which, I believe., lay 
possible differences, although, since this National 
Convention began, starting, with our National Committee 
meeting, starting two days before the Convention, 
there has been an . increasing meeting of the minds' on this 
question. In fact, there is very little left where there is 
basic disagreement, therefore I don*t want to make a federal 
case out of it- and Just wish to say a few words to emphasize 
this question again. I think we can still say that: this 
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slogan af anti-monopoly peopled coalition, part of 
the misunderstanding that comes as a result is that 
it was misused very often and widely in the Party, that it has 
been in exchange of all kinds of democratic front®, third 
party, it*s been kind of thrown around without the-' 
definite concept of what it actually is. So that I would 
say all of the confusion that has exhibited itself -• — 
this thing. Now, what is this, anti-monopoly movement 
which, I think, is possibily more accurate. it*s a critical 
concept. It 5s a political strategic concept that we 
have to seek. In other words - - - by anybody. It*s 
a realistic reaction to present day America. It*s a 
realistic reaction to what is the class forces of our-~ — -- <— 

In other words that the stage of imperialism, I 

doubt this classified big business monopoly that rules 
and controls, and dictates, and influences everything from 
morning to night, frpm beginning to end for the — . 

And it is all directed ' in one direction for maximum 
profit, .and that this is a stage of imperialism that 
we are in. And this is true in other countries, and I 
want to say that this concept prevails in a new way in 
countries like Sicily and Prance where the Party has now 
raised this in a new way and much more to the forefront 
than the past and the present convictions and the role 
of monopolies there^ I don*t think, play even relatively 
the role that they play in this center of capitalism in the 
world. 

YoU have now this small group of the biggest 
classified capitalistic elements and monopoly .-elements 
that dictate and exploit the whole nation. AS a result 
of this, the majority of Americans are victims of this big 
business drive, the great majority of Americans. Pirst of all 
the working class, the Negro people, the farmers, the small 
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business men, professionals, white-collar, and very definitely 

of the capitalist class, become victims of monopoly- 

and drive. And their present drive against labor is part" 
of that general process'. 

Now, what 3 s important about this? This becomes 
the very base of our united front policy^ and, as a matter 
of fact, if we don't recognize that we will not have the 
broadest united front approach. The political concept, 
a movement of organizing this majority to resist very 

conceretely- and as an objective against monopoly rule. 

As it goes along. Now there will be stages to this, and 
one thing further; in America we will. .have to accept the 
idea that all struggles on any front we will meet this 
resistance of big monopolies and the. struggle, whether 
for reform of any kind, whether it's for the government 
that's not controlled by monopolies, and the movement 
for democracy, and progress and need for socialism, will 
move through this avenue and resistance against the 
coalitions that will in the resistance against monopoly 
powers in America.. I think that ' s the basic thing we 
must understand.. 

Prom that flows a certain strategic concept of 
an anti-monopoly movement in America, and a conviction that 
we should understand. Now, that could mean that if certain 
sections of the capitalist class, first of all, and even 
sections of monopoly, if their interests coincide with 
that of the great majority of Americans, that therefore this 
nullifies this basic concept! Of course not l The basic 

— but this does not mean that we will not 1 *— vary these 

'd'lfferences. As, a matter of fact meetings that one of 

the reasons for this confusion is that we have not fully i - 

our Party's history appreciated this fact. A^*— ^-advantage 
of- — --and diversified secrets of the different sections 
of the capitalist class- report technical and 
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political movements and politics in the electoral 
sense V-ery, very important. But this doesn*t basically 
change the concept of the direction of our movement. 

And secondly, that if sections, even as I said, 
of monopoly do this this doesn*t change their character. 

The:ir class character remains and their class forces 
remain the same. .Now this is important because, for 
instance, I*ve seen some of the motions in the pre-convention 
discussion that have called* because of this new — - — 
developed, have called for a national front. Now that 
obviously shows basic confusion of what are to be the 
concepts or what is the proper period. The actual front . is 

first? of all — r px&ebical outlook only on a on the 

old national existence is in danger in a big way. ' And 
that * s what we face at- the present time, and its so-called 
— — as to what has basically happened in America as a 
result of what is, new in our condition. 

Finally, I would .say- again keeping this basic 
concept in view, that does not mean when we have united 

fronts that we* re united with must understand us. 

The fact is, in most &.ases, they won*t. We will be 
working with forces that will not understand the rule of 
monopolies in life, and the fact that objectively the 
resistance to these monopolies that these movements are 
built, so- that we should have no idea of making any 
conditions for united front work ,&ad united front policy. 

And therefore, theis . is no obstacle to the broadest 
possible united front. Generally, if we take the realistic 

position instead of concept and generalized slogans 

in advance, although we have to have an outlook/ a concept, 

and direction,-., that what we should do. now the main task 

of the Party is to work at the meaningful le.vel on- a 
movement and'- have contact with as much as possible- and 
direct it, and guide it, and prod it and nurse it -along in 
its fold. And as a' result of this, it grows,, and as 
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the struggle develop^ more forces get into it* the general 

concepts will go and we will find if words that will much 

better and more scientifically than if we pick the concept 
up and then try to — to it, which we very often do. And 
I think if we have this approach that the concepts, will 
lay on more fertile and solid ground. 

Now a few words on the cadre questions about 
the Party e, This we* 11 have to give a lot of attention 
to. First of all because Our cadre is rafcher scattered and, 
while it 1 s growing now, we need a, lot of work to develop 
a good able Communist Marxist -Leninist cadre. We* re going 
to build' and L ^row in the process of work but we must 
build a certain approach to this question and 
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I want to say especially the work..... in view of the fact 

that all of the state conventions will not, outside of the 
state of Washington...... I guess most of the districts will 

bd elected. leaderships in the coming conventions. 

I think the leadership will have to show some 
real understanding of the present level of our process of 
rebuilding in this convention. I would like to especially 
suggest that we take to heart what Comrade MAO TSE-TUNG 
spoke once in the Chinese Party about promoting and bringing 
into leadership only those that are- near and dear. Those 
were the words that -MAO TSE-TUNG used. I think our leader- 
ship must be able to try and mold a leadership that does take 
into account the still different emphasis that different 
comrades have. It has to take into account the infusion 
of. both old and the new as much as it is possible and still 
have a unified leadership. In other words that is just 
what we must do. It has the approach that this also is a 
process and in a process you just do not take those that 
agree xvith you. In a process you take the best elements 
including those who dp not necessarily agree with you and in the 
process mold them into a unified leadership as our .©arty goes 
along. And, as v I said, I,, especially with the coming state 
conventions-, would urge that we take such an approach to 
the ;.dadre policy. 

Finally, comrades, I think we are agreed that 
this has been a good convention. But when I say that, that 
is exhortation, that is bombast. Well, a little of that 
we have to have. But the fact remains that this does not 
necessarily prove that it Is a good' convention. The proof 
that this is a good convention will have to come in the 
weeks and days and months and years ahead. So, I .think 
the approach we should use is that it has laid a gc-dd 
foundation for our work. We are a united party. We have 
an outlook. We have the policy. In about a year we should 
check and then we 'can really decide whether this was -really 
has good as we think it is. 
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Chairman ROSENBLUTH: Comrades , we had better move on the 

main resolution. We have not done that 
yet. There is a motion to accept the main resolution 
as amended in the course of the convention. It has been 
seconded. All those in favor please show cards. Opposed? 

The main resolution as amended is adopted unaniously. 

I want to present next the chairman of the Balloting 
Committee, Comrade SARGE (HlRAM "SARGE" DAVIS). 

HIRAM DAVIS: The Balloting Committee wants first to 

' apologize for the delay but we had a few 
minor breakdowns. The mimeograph machine broke down and 
we had to work out procedure here on some questions but 
we finally got finished. This is the procedure that the 
Balloting Committee has worked out. 

The Balloting Committee has got a report from 
the Credential Committee on how many eligible voters ate 
present and represented at this convention. We got the 
report of 133 voting delegates. As vre call out the state 
we will also call out how many votes they are entitled 
to. In this way the chairman of that state committee will 
step up to the front and will get the ballots from the two 
comrades who will be standing here. The comrade on my left 
has the at-large ballots and the comrade on my right has 
the state ballots. When the ballot is finished, the chairman 
of the delegation will bring the ballots back up front and 
return them to the desk here op my right and oh my left and 
then they will be returned back to the Tellers Committee who 
will give you a count and report oh the counts from the 
ballots. 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: You- heard the proposal of the Balloting 

Committee. The chairman of each state 
delegation will go to. the two tellers, get the ballots for 
that state delegation and then proceed immediately to meet 
the delegations and distribute the ballots, and then return 
them as a state delegation. That is clear. That Is the 
motion for procedure. Are you ready for the question? All 
those in favor please show cards. Are there any opposed? 

We will proceed with that order of business. 
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However, before- I do that, I think that there 
is another motion Which is in order and we will not have 
an opportunity to do it once the balloting commences. That 
is a motion of thanks to the hotels its employees and its 
guests, whom, no doubt, we inconvenienced with our rushes 
on the elevator and the rest of the building, i think 
the motion is in order and X think that it. is carried 
by acclamation. The presidium will take steps to com- 
municate that to the hotel. 

Comrade SARGE will proceed with the election. 

HIRAM "SARGE" DAVIS: I want to ask one thing_ of you. 

1 1 “ Will you please not leave the 

hall until balloting is finished. 

First, New York State, 36 delegates. New Jersey, four. 

Un known Female : Five . 

HIRAM "SARGE" DAVIS: No, New Jersey is reported_from the 

— — report as four. Comrades, I am going 

by the report. If there is any squawk...... 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: ^gntrades, while you are waiting, let 

me make an -announcement* I want to 
suggest that all delegations remain seated until the ballots 
are distributed. There are two brief points which have to 
be taken up before we break. Once we break for the voting, 
it will be difficult to convene the whole convention _ again. 

So let us remain seated until the ballots are distributed. 

We will act on these, two brief points and then go ahead 
with the balloting. 

WILLIAM PATTERSON: if the delegates ;here_ take 36 or 

. .25 ballots and there is only 15 or 20 

people remaining in the delegation, what becomes of the 
others? 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: The ruling of the Presiding Committee 

that was voted on by this body today 

was that each state delegation cast its full vote. 
state delegation will have to decide how that full vote 
will be cast. It cannot be decided by this body. 
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GUS HALL announces that the National Committee 
will meet tonight right after the vote is announced- and 
apt... on some immediate questions. 

JAMES JACKSON: In reference to the question by Comrade 

_ . * — PATTERSON. The. . .adopted was that the 

voting would be distributed among the delegates and therefore 
each delegate remaining out of the delegations where some 
have left was to have one. vote and a fraction. ... ..delegate 
remains.. 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH:. Is that the previous ruling? I was not 

~ acquainted with that. I will restate 
thato The ruling on this question has been that while the 
delegation may...,. its full voting strength, the method of 
distribution of that strength is byiapportioningeach ballot 
a fraction above one so that the ballot is distributed only 
among those voting delegates present. Then each vote will 
be counted one plus a fraction. That is the policy which 
we have acted on,. 

MICKIE LIMA : I would like to ask..... 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: I am not acquainted with it. Comrade 

: " ' JACKSON informs me that such a decision 

was taken by the body, so I assume that it was.. 

JAMES JACKSON: if I could try and simplify it. In a full 

■ ‘ delegation every delegate casts a ballot that 

has the value of one vote. Where not all of the delegation 
is present in. the hall, some have left, the delegate has one 
ballot but the ballot has the value of one plus a portion 
that would be equal to the number that the delegation is 
entitled, to. 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: I do not know if that is the problem. 

* , . «—•. As j understand it, the question raised 

by Comrade LIMA is that he is not aware of a decision by this 
body of that method of distributing the vote. 
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MICKIE LIMA: The question iib this* If the delegation 

' , has worked out a method whereby it casts 

its full vote., will that meet with the approval of the 
committee? In other words * we have apportioned among 
our delegates three comrades who will cast their votes 
for three comrades who have left the convention. 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH :■ Well then, again you. 'See you have 
™ “ ' . raised the question whether or not 

there is such a ruling before the convention. If there is 
such a ruling, then I would consider that would be not in- 
order. If there is not such a ruling, th,en- we have; to 
make one . 

Unknown Male: Would it not be easier to.,.*. the secretary 

of the convention the actual motion that was 

adopted? 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: Is this possible? - to get the motion 

that was adopted on that procedure. 

Comrade WINTER. 

CARL WINTER: Would it not help if we were guided by the 

' convention call? The National Convention 

Call stated clearly that any delegation not able to have 
all the delegates present to which, it is entitled for 
financial or other reasons will be allowed to .distribute'.. .• ‘ - 
their , vote equally on those that do attend the convention 
Since that was in the convention call, would it not be reason 
able to preserve and define just as well the people who could 
not .stay as well as the people who could not come? 

I would ask the chairman to rule the way 

in which it would be carried out the rule that was set out 
in the convention call. 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH : No, what Comrade LIMA says is different 

Comrade WINTER. 

CARL WINTER : I understand half tRe delegates .... .and the 

— other half .will 
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Chairman ROSENBLUTH i No. If that was the question, then 

there is no disagreement and we can 
act on that proposal. But Comrade LIMA indicates that they 
have a different approach, so we are’ waiting for the 
committee, the secretary to record that. 

Unknown Female ? The acts of consolidation. , ., .delegations 

invoke the full...,, of the remaining delegates 
That is as I have it. 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH s If that is all that is in the minutes 

on this, I would suggest that Comrade 
WINTER'S recommendation be placed as a motion and that we 
adopt that procedure now. The motion has been made and 
seconded. Not-/ a point of clarification on the motion. 

WILLIAM PATTERSON : The point 'of clarification is this. 

If there are 6 votes and only 3 people 
to vote, then those 3 people should get 3 ballots but they 
will vote 1 and one-third votes each, rather than having 
the whole ballots marked by themselves. This is the pro- 
cedure. In other words, they will not nave to hold three 
ballots to mark them. They only have three .-ballots but 
they get credit for 1 and one-third, for the whole three. 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH ; That is correct. Your understanding 

of that is correct. Comrade BI LL . Are 
you ready for the question on this motion? 

Unknown Male ; Therefore, when the chairman of the delegation 

comes forth here, they will have to tell 
these guys 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH ? That means that the chairman of each - 

delegation, when they return ballots, 
will return a number of blank ballots. They will indicate 
the weight of each ballot in that delegation that is nec- 
essary. You all understand the motion. All those in favor 
please show cards. Any opposed? None. Any abstentions 
on the procedure? Then the procedure is adopted as proposed. 

Now there is a question on the ballots. 
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Unknown Female ; A point of information. Why were the 

three delegates from the South left off 
the ballot? The South was left off completely. 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH: The comrade calls for attention that 

~ ‘ ~ the three candidates from the South 

have been left off the ballot. They are not on it, are 
they? They have been left off the ballot. Well, there 
is a motion to elect them by acclamation. 

(General cries of "No" from the floor); • 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH ; I will take a motion from the man 

" ~ W i-th this question. The proposal 

is that on the state ballot, since there are only three 
candidates for these three openings and that the word 
"ballot" be written in. This will be construed as a vote 
for these- three candidates. If you leave it out, it means 
that you are not voting for them. 

Unknown Female : Would you please indicate that the South 

vote right after...*. 

Chairman ROSENBLUTH : The word "South" should be written 

■ right after the candidate from Oregon, 

if you cast your vote for the three Southern delegates. If 
you do not write the word "ballot", you are not voting for' 
those candidates. 

We propose to leave the names out because it 
simplifies. ..it., - Do you want the three names? All right 
comrades, let us have the three names on the ballot. We 
will -do that after the ballots have been distributed. They 
are in the process of being distributed. 

HIRAM "SARGE" DAVIS ; I would thank you very much if you 

would help me distribute these ballots 
here. We want to. get them distributed so everybody can see 
the ballot. Some people have them and some people do not. 

So if you bear with me, everybody will get a ballot, I hope. 


m 100-4931 


Eastern Pennsylvania 4 


.New England 4 
Ohio ' 7 
Michigan 6 
Illinois 13 
Indiana 2 
Wisconsin 2 
Minnesota 6 
Oregon 1 
Washington 6 
South California , . 19 
North California 13 
Missouri 1 


Chairman ROSENBLTJTH : Now. comrades. ... .the delegates from 

*“ the South. Are you all rea dy? These 
are the three candidates from the South. First , | 

Second, p, FRAZIER. And third, I — 


(This session adjourned for dinner at 7:32 p.m. ) 
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EVENING SESSION 
DECEMBER 13, 1939 


NY T-l advised this session commenced at 

11:37 p.m. 


CHAIRMAN: I am sorry .1 do not have a mike hut I 

will talk as loud as I possibly- can. I 
wan# to say one thing to you. Here begins the at-large 
vote first while the ^committee is still working on the state 
ballot. The highest Jyote first. 


1 . 

GUS HALL 

131 votes 

2.. 

DANNY (RUBIN) from 
Eastern Pennsylvania 

126 

?1 

3. 

JESUS COLON 

122.1 

ft 

4. 

JiM JACKSON 

121 

It 

5. 

ELIZABETH GURLEY. FLYNN 

120 

ft 

6. 

GEORGE MEYERS 

118.4 

It 

7. 

HERB APTHEKER 

117.8 

II 

8.. 

WILLIAM PATTERSON 

116.7 

Tl 

9. 

CLARENCE HATHAWAY 

111. 4 

ft 

10. 

DANNY (QUEEN) from Illinois 

110.7 

ft 

11 . 

IRVING POTASH 

109.8 

II 

12. 

HY LUMER 

109 

fl 

13. 

PETTIS PERRY 

107.7 

it 

14. 

BEN DAVIS 

107.4 

Tt 

15. 

ARNOLD JOHNSON 

106.4 

fl 

Those are the 15 highest names 

on the list 

16 . 

GENE DENNIS 

104.7 

If 

17. 

GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT 

103 

If 

I8v 

JAMES ALLEN 

98.1 

It 

19. 

ERIC BERT ' 

93.7 

tl 

20. 

HELEN ALLISON (WINTER) 

91.7 

t! 

21 .. 

AL RICHMOND 

87 

If 
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,22. 

JACK STACHEL 

84.5 

votes 

23. 

PHIL BART 

84.4 

It 

24. 

SI GERSON 

77 

>tt 

25, 

MILLIE MC ADORY 

63.9 

tt 

Those are the 25 elected. 



26. 

WILL WEINSTONE 

58.9 

votes 

27.- 

JOE NORTH 

58 

it 

28. 

BILL (HOSE A HUDSON) 

49.9 

!i 


from- the South 



29 0 

JOHN .HILLMAN 

46.9 

ti 

30. 

NATE (SHARPE) 

38.9 

ti 

31. 

GEORGE MORRIS 

37.3 

it 

32. 

V. (VAUD) BENNETT 

35.6 

n 

33. 

MILFORD SUTHERLAND 

30 

ti 


Now we will try to get the state ballot. 
The first three will be from the South. 


34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41.. 

42. 

43 . 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 


from the South 
FR fl’PiTF.F? from the South 

from the South 


127 votes 
127 
125 

(ANTON) KkCHMAKEK from 0hiol25 
JAKE (JACOB GREEN) 124.7 

from Maryland 

(TOM) NABRIED . 124 

(SAM) DAVIS' from 123 

Minnesota 

(FRED) BLAIR from 123 

Wisconsin 

C. MARTIN from Missouri 122 

(CLAUDE) LIGHTFOOT from 119 

Chicago 

JUANITA (WHEELER ) 117 

■Northern California 
(TOM) DENNIS * Michigan 116.4' 

CARL WINTER t- Michigan 114.7 

MICKIE LIMA, Northern 114 

California 

. - 654 - ■ 
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48. 

Northern California 

49. PAT TOOHEY - New Jersey 

50. ED (CHAKA) - Ohio . 

51. F. (FLO) HALL - Chicago 

52. (CHARLENE) MITCHELL- 

Southern California 

53. (LOUIS) WEINSTOGK - 

New York 

54. ( WILLI All) ALBERTS ON - 

New York 

55. 

NSW YOTk 

56. (BURT) NELSON-Washington 

57. (NORMAN.) HAALAND - 

Washington 

58. MIKE (CRENOVICH) -New York 

59. (JAMES) WEST'- Illinois 

60. ' (SAM) KUSHNER - Illinois 

61. (BEN) DOBBS - Southern 

California 

62. NAT (ROSENBLUTH) - 

New York 

63 . (EMANUEL) BLUM- Indiana 

64. (HOMER BATES) CHASE - 

New England 

65 . (BETTY) GANNETT-New York 

66. (DOROTHY) HEALEY - 

Southern California 
67 .. (.JIM) TORMEY - New York 

68. (MIRIAM) -FRIEDLANDER - 

New York 

There are the 35 key people 

69 . (EVELYN.) WIENER- New York 

70. (WILLIAM) TAYLOR - 

Southern California 

- 655 - 


114 votes 

118.3 " 
111 " 
111 " 

109.1 " 

106.3 " 
105 .1 . " 

105.1 " 

101.3 " 
101.3 M 

101.3 " 
102.7 " 
100 . " 
99.7 " 


92.5 " 


94.3 " 

90.2 " 

82.4 " 

81.5 " 


79.1 " 
60.4 " 


56.3 votes 
53.6 " 
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71 , 

MOHT; (SCHEER)-New York 

53.3 votes 

72. 

(MILT) ROSEN -New York 

51.3 " 

73. 

(BILLY) ALLAN - 

40.9 " 


Michigan 


74. 

ANITA (ROSTODHA) - 

37-2 ” 


Southern California 



That is it. i would suggest that those of 
the National Committee members that were elected move over 
to the corner here. Session adjourned. 
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National Committee Meeting 
December 14, l'^^ 


NY T-l advised on December 14, 1959 j that the 
new National Committee met immediately after the close of 
the preceding evening session. 

GUS HALL proposed HY LUMER as Educational 
Director and JIM. JACKSON as (inaudible). He also proposed 
that the committee elect a Secretariat of the Party to 
consist of BEN DAVIS , EUGENE DENNIS, GUS HALL, JAMES JACKSON 
and HY LUMER* 

BEN DAVIS said that he had been nominated as 
the National Secretary and that he wanted to say something 
about that. He said that he considered it quite an honor 
but that the New York State elections were to be held on 
January 9 th and that he would run again as state chairman. 

He said that what happened to the New York State 
delegation In his opinion was a disgrace. He felt that 
the overwhelming choices of the state caucus were not elected 
and that something deliberate was done to keep them out. He 
thought it was quite a "damn disgrace" and’ that it was going 
to . create, and had already created, a very serious situation 
in the Party, 

DAVIS said that he did not know who was res- 
ponsible for it but under the circumstances he felt it was 
his duty to remain in New York and observe the situation 
when this "sort of damn ganging up" was done on the Nexv 
York party. 


DAVIS said he wanted the comrades to know the 
facts and exactly how he felt because he did net think 
it was done to any other state delegation except New York. 

He was protesting it but he did not want any investigation 
made. For that reason he preferred not to serve as National 
Secretary, but he said he would continue to cooperate in 
every possible way with the leadership on. the basis of the 
line of the Party adopted at the convention. He did not 
think it was good for the Party for things like this to happen. 
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An unknown female said she would not undertake 
any discussion with the question that had been raised by 
DAVIS because it was rejected generally. GUS HALL said 
that he was sorry that DAVIS took this position but he, HALL, 
thought the convention had a right to elect whom it pleased. 

He suggested that DAVIS not make a final decision at this 
particular time and take a day or two to think it over and 
cool off, and then give further consideration to it. HALL 
did not think it was good for the National Committee and for 
the Party and for DAVIS to start out on this track, 

An unknown male seconded HALLHs proposal. 

HALL asked if all those were in favor of it and 
if there was any discussion. 

An unknown male made an inaudible comment and HALL 
asked if he wanted to make that a motion. 

The unknown male said that he just wanted to make 
an exchange of opinion before he made a motion. 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT said that even though he could 
understand how DAVIS felt at the moment, he urged him to accept 
the post of National Secretary without prejudice. He did this 
with the purpose o.f not having any speculation about the matter 
to the membership in the capitalist press. LIGHTFOOT recalled 
that there had been a lot of speculation prior to the conven- 
tion regarding the leadership and that if DAVIS* name was 
not included in this leadership in nne form or another, it 
would create problems not only with the membership but also 
in relation to the movement. He, therefore, recommended that 
they at least go through with this action independently of 
what final disposition is made of it. 

An unknown male proposed that the recommendation 
made by HALL be accepted. He said that DAVIS* position as 
chairman of the New York district ran until the night that 
the election takes place and he thought that by January 9th 
a solution would be found that would not create any confusion. 
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Another unknown male said that DAVIS had to 
recognize that if he did not accept the office offered 
by the Party that the effect on the Negro people would 
be extremely disturbing. He, along with LIGHTF00T,- thought 
that DAVIS should accept the nomination. 

Another unknown male joined DAVIS in protest at 
the way the decisions of the New. York State caucus were 
handled at the convention. He said there was at all times 
a move to change the wishes of that caucus and it was 
evident throughout the day* He thought that almost .the ' 
maj'ority were for three of the eight who were defeated and 
he thought the responsibility for the effect that this would 
have on the outside should have been considered by those 
who organized this thing. He did not think that the- res- 
ponsibility could be placed on BEN DAVIS by any means. 

GUS HALL said .that he thought the Party Is more 
important than everything that went on today and therefore, 
he wanted to- ask DAVIS to change his position as to this 
matter. 


JAMES JACKSON said that he thought the comrades 
should face up to. the simple thing that not only x^as the 
decision of the New York caucus changed, but that it was 
done in such a way that the plea that was made from the 
platform for new and young people to come forward was ignored. 

DAVIS said that he had tried to cool down somewhat 
and he spoke about the pressure of the convention on him. He 
also said he was considering the unpleasant consequences that 
this' xtfould have on the outside. 

An unknown male said that it was an unfortunate 
situation and that he was satisfied' with the election as far 
as the New York delegation was concerned, but he said that 
DAVIS and all of them from New York had another side to look 
at.^ He mentioned that the results that occurred were not 
satisfactory and that it was extremely unnatural that with 
the number of Negro people in New York, New York designated 
only one Negro. He believed this was a blow to the New York 
organization prestige, but he thought that New York could 
have corrected the mistakes of its delegation itself. 
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Another unknown male said that last night at 
the meeting of the New York delegation he did not believe 
that any of those present were satisfied, including those 
who were elected. However, he hoped that DAVIS would go 
along with the suggestions in the motion that has been 
made and that in another day or two all of them would be 
thinking together again. 

An unknown male asked what would the duties of 
the National Secretary be? Would hq/iSut of New York more 
than in the past? 

Another unknown male asked if there was any 
special effort made to change the New York delegation in a 
manner that was not In the best interests of the workers 
or the Party. He suggested that the National Committee set 
up a committee. In view of the fact that a very important 
state convention was coming up, to look into the situation 
and give, them the power to correct it. He said that _ he was 
disturbed today about the situation, and that he believed if 
the National Committee had the confidence of Its members it 
should do this. 

An unknown male said that Minnesota, Wisconsin 
and Missouri are very much against the manner of election 
of a central committee. He said that they wanted to get 
a collective leadership that would be representative of 
the Communist Party which was very clearly stated by all. 

He felt that the manner in which they elected the National 
Committee was a very unsatisfactory an$ clumsy way and not 
the way of democratic centralism to elect a leadership.. • 
However, they had to go along in this matter but were still 
not well balanced. He noted that out of 132 possible votes, 
131 votes were cast for GUS HALL, that- GUS HALL was the 1 
chairman' of the Presiding Committee and that there was 
something of a trick involved in ' enlarging the members- 
at -large in order to get "this kind of vote". 

This unknown male stated another' thing that was 
significant was the trouble around the Negro resolution 
question. He saw a great deal of conflict around JAMES 
JACKSON, who he noticed had 120 votes. This male said, 
however, that he was proud of the convention and that he 
appealed to DAVIS to accept the election. 
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An unknown male also appealed to DAVIS to 
accept the leadership since the Party had great respect 
for him. • 

An unknown female felt that New York, Illinois 
and Northern California were for BEN DAVIS, as he is one 
of the leaders of the Party, not only a national leader 
but a mass leader of the people* That had been proven in 
his past efforts for the Party. She did not care, what 
the press might say but that they should consider what 
is good for the Party. She thought that DAVIS should 
lead "our people". 

Another unknown male thought that DAVIS Should 
accept the national leadership proposal. 

An unknown male did not believe that the 
election was a repudiation of DAVIS since he received 
a very high vote. He also wondered why New York did not 
elect a Negro woman also to the committee. 

BEN DAVIS said that as a result of the line 
of this National Committee and the Opinions expressed, 
if the committee., knowing his judgments, his ideas, and 
what he was thinking about the election, still felt that 
they wanted him to be National Secretary, they could elect 
him and he would serve. However, he said he- would only 
do- so under the following conditions. He felt that he had 
been very faithful to the Party and that although comrades 
may have made critiQism of the New York delegation and the 
New York nominations, such criticism was- sometimes justified 
however, other delegations had weaknesses but the job was 
done on the New York delegation and not oh them. He said 
that he would work for the adopted resolutions. 

An .unknown male remarked that he wanted something 
to go on record for this convention. A few days after the 
Sixteenth National Convention it became obvious that the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation had taken the convention 
and used it to spread the idea of disunity in our Party. 

He felt that such reports may appear subsequently but he 
felt certain that the party was united and right in denying 
and condemning such reports. 

(The meeting adjourned at 1:45 a.m. ) 
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Name 

ABT, JOHN 
ACEVEDO, RAMON 
ADES, BERNARD 
ALBERTSON, BILL 

ALDEZMA, AURELIO 
ALEXANDER, CHARLENE 
ALEXANDER, HERSEL 
ALLAN, BILLY 
ALLEN, JAMES 
ALTSHULER, BELLA 
APTHEKER, HERBERT 
ARMSTRONG, LUCIUS 

BARRON, ROSE 
BART, CONNIE 


IX. INDEX OF .INDIVIDUALS 
Page Numbers- 
81 
81 
81 

17, 29, 36, 43, 68, 144, 470, 

474, 482, 491, 518, 587, 598, 655 : 

52, 482, 484 

52 

52 

38, 44, 601, 656 

19, 35, 42, m , 584, 630, 653 

68, 614 

35, 42, 81, 584, 653 
55 


81 

81 
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Name 

BASSETT, TED 
BART, PHIL 


mm .MAX 
BENNETT, VA» 

berg, mMm 

BERNSTEIN, ANNA 
BERT, ERIC 
BESSIE, DAN 


Page Number 

17, 68, 144 


6, 7, 8, 9, 19, 24, 25, 35, 
42, 65, 135, 138, 139, 142, 
144, 221, 404; 422, 433, 
453, 524, 525, 584, 654 


32, 555, 556, 557 

38, 42, 55, 601, 654 

18, 35* 42, 50, 144, 145, 584 

8l 


35, 42, 584, 6$3 
52 
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Name 


Pa ge Number 


BIMBA, .ANTHONY 
BLAIR, FRED 
BLAIR, MARY 
BLAZIN830* ROMAN 
BLUM, EMMANUEL 

BODIAN, CLARA 
BOELICKI, REGINA 


BORCHAKDT, LENA 
BORENSTEIN, MATTY 
BRANDT, JOE 
BROMS, WILBUR 
BROWN, ARCHIE 


82 

37, 43, 80, 595* 654 

8.0 


63 

37, -44, 55 ) 289 , 594, 

655 

82 

82 


129 

38, 82, 603, 604 
62 


82 


66 

82 

16 , 23, 30, 33, 50, 
122, 138, 245, 262, 
265, 2 66 , 273, 354, 
359, 360, 364, 366, 
402, 434, 470, 500, 
530, .537, 540, 541, 
546, 547, 548, 549, 
551, 553, 555, 557, 
561 ,- 562 , 588 , 589 


264, 

355, 

381, 

527, 

542, 

550, 

559, 


b6 

b7C 



NY 100-4931 


Name Page Number 


CANTOR, ESTHER 
' (also see ESTHER UNGER) 

.38, 366, 432, 601, 603, 
664 

CARPENTER, DAVE 

82 

CARROLL, ESTHER 

CO 

IV) 

CHAKA, ED 

16, IT, 37, 43, 78, 138, 
l4l, 594, 655 

CHANCEY, MARTIN 

78 

CHARNEY, GEORGE BLAKE 
CHASE,. HOMER BATES 

4 

44, 64, 388, 594, 655 

CHASE, JOSEPH KORB 

65 

CHILDS, MORRIS 

32, 33, 43,, 55, 217, 

544, 546, 547, 548, 549,. 
, 550, 551, 553, 557 

COHN, IRVINE 

82 

COLLINS, HAROLD 

82 

COLON, JESUS 

33, 34, 35, 41, 68, 117, 
118, 264, 559, 560, 563, 
584, 653 
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Name 


Page Number 


CORREA,. ANNA 


4 


CRAWFORD, WILLIAM 
BHENOVICH, MICHAEL 
DALY, GERALD 


57 

36, 44,, 68, 587, 655 
82 


DAVIS, BENJAMIN J, 4, 13, 16, 17, 23, 33, 

35, 42, 45, 46, 68, 104, 
3.05, 106, 107, 119, 121, 

122, 125, 138, l4l, 142, 

144, 188, 209, 260, 273, 

365, 366, 382, 394, 439, 

533, 557, 558, 568, 584, 

598, 599, 653, 657, 659, 

661 


DAVIS, DAVE 
DAVIS, HIRAM "SARGE" 
DAVIS, LESTER 
DAVIS, SAM 


DAVIS, WILLIAM 
DENNIS, EUGENE 


4 

58, 605, 646, 647, 651 
55 

16, 37, 43, 62, 138, 595 
654 

64 



105, 116, 119, 120, 121, 



Name 

Page Number 

DENNIS, TOM 

16, 37, , 43, 63, 138, 410 
412, 594, 654 

DIRBA, CHARLES 

82 

DISKIN, LOU 

55 

DOBBS, BEN 

36, 44, 52, 593, 655 

DONAHUE, RUBY 

55 

DURHAM* EARL 

4, 16, 55, 140, l4l, 142 
145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 

150, 151, 152, 153, 154, 

189, 204, 205, 209, 212, 

213, 328, 329 

EDELMAN, ARTIE 

36, 38, 69, 601, 604 

EKINS, ROBERT 

. 83 

ENGELSTEBI, FRITZI 

83 

.FELDMAN, JANE 

83 

FELDMAN, SIMON 

83 

FIELDS, JOE 

83 

FIGUEIREDO, JOSEPH 

.38, 50 
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Name 


Page Number 


PINE, PEED 

FINKEL, MANUEL 

FINN, JACK 

FISHER, FRANK 

FLYNN, ELIZABETH GURLEY 

FOSTER, WILLIAM Z. 


FRAZIER, F, 
■ittMH,. MIRIAM 


4 

83 

83 

59 

13, 14, 16, 17, 23, 35, 36, 
38, 39, 41, 45, 46, 52, 120, 
.121, 135, 138, 140, 144, 312 
417, 578, 581, 582, 583, 584 
585,. 610, 653 

% 13, 14, 17, 35, 39, 45, 
46, 69, 92, 98, ' 100, 119, 
121, 125, 126, l4l, 568, 

579, 580, 612, - 616 

- 43, 44, 595, 652 

17, 44, 69, 144, 655 

69 

76, 605 
58 

69 


GABOUKY, VIVIAN 
GABOW, FRANCES 
GADSON, RHODA 



ny 100-4931 


Name 

Page Number 

GANNETT, BETTY 
GATES, JOHN 

36, 38, 44, $9, 187,; 407,, 
587, 601, 65b 
4, 92 

GELLERT, HUGO 

83 

GERSON, SIMON 

35, 42, 83,. 260, 584,. 615 
654 

GIOVANNINI* LEO 

62 . 

GOLI), MOLLY 

56 

GOLDRING, JACOB 

83 

GORDON* JUNE 

17,20, 69, 222, 533 

GORDON, LOTTIE 

66 . 

GREEN, GIL. 

105, 1©6, 107, 1231,4126, 
244, 289, 576, 6X8, 618 

GREEN* JACOB 

37, 43, 60, 594, 654 

GROSS, SAUL 

.84 

GUYTON, ALONZO 

70 

HAALAND, NORMAN 

37, 44, 79,' 595, 655 
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NAME 

HALL, GUS 


HALL, FLO 

HALQNEN, OIVA 
HARDIN, MELVIN, SR. 
HARDIN, VIRGINIA 


HARRIS, FREDA 
HARRIS,-. LEM 
HATHAWAY,. CLARENCE 


PAGE NUMBER 

15, 18,19, 20, 27,. 31, 35, 

40, 41, 44, 45, 46, 53, 89, 

90, 91 > 92, -93, 94, 95, 96, 

97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 
119, 120, 125, 135,- 138, 154, 155, 
187, 189, 205, 209,. 212, 221, 

243, 267, 310, 317, 321, 322, 

404, 413, 4l4, 420, 433, 453, 

454, 455, 456, 463, 464, 466, 

467, 468, 469, 470, 488, 513, 

533, 538, 540, 541, 542, 557, 

568, 578, 584, 606, 607, 619, 

624, 634, 648, 653, 657, 658,^ 

659, 666 

17, 19, 37, 43, 56, 188, 594, 

655 

76 

78, 84 

78 
76 

79 
.84 

24, 35, 42, 62, 187, 402, 404, 

407, 410, 412, 417, 420, 422, 

425, 428, 431, 432 , 435, 436, 

437, 445, 446, 467, 468, 469, 584, 

605, 631, 653 
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NAME 

HAYWOOD; HARRY 
HEALEY, DOROTHY 

HEIMAN, JULIUS 
HELLMAN, JOHN ' 

.HEMMINGSON, HANLEY 
HENDLEY, CHARLES 
HOLMES ; LOLA BELLE 
HOOD, OTIS 
HOWARD, RANDY 
HUDSON, 1I0BEA 
HUGHES, HILDUR 
IZARD, RALPH 
JACKSON, ELLSWORTH 
JACKSON; JAMES . 





PAGE NUMBER 


32, 550* 548, 549, 552 

4, 16 , 36 , 53, 138 , 145, 233, 
273, 277, 366 , 59.1, 592, 593, 
665 

84 

4, 24> 28 , 36 , 42, 53; 585, 

612, 6l6, 654 


18 , 62 , 148 , 149- I 

84 

56 

65 , 605 
84 

36 , 42, 80 , 585 ,. 654 

76 

50 ,. 212 , 605 , 

78 

4, 14; 15, 16 , 17,. 18 , 19, 20 , 
21 , 24, 35 , 41, 45, 46, 80 , 
108 , 109 , 110 ., 116 , 120 , 127 , 
128 , 130 , 131 , 132 , 133 , 138 , 
141, 142, 144, 187, 188 , 238 , 
314 , 402, 538 , 584, 648, 653 , 
654, 659 
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NAME 

PAGE NUMBER 


JAFFE, SARA 

84 


JAMES, CORNELIUS 

37, 43, 44, 595 ,652 


JAMES, JOAN 

53 


JOHNSON,, ARNOLD 

17, 35, *K>, 42 , 73, 
104, 108, ill, 112, 
•115, 116, 117, 118, 
144, 260, 366, 391, 
632, 653 

89, 96, 
113, 114, 
119, 120, 
584, 615, 

JOHNSON, CHARLES 

60 


JOHNSON* KETTY 

17, 26, 50, 445 


JOHNSON, LEWIS MARTIN 

65 


JOHNSON, OAKLEY 

84 


JOHNSON, WILLIAM S, 

60 


JORGENSEN, CLARA 

61 


KAUFFMAN, WALLACE 

78 


KHURTH-, HELEN 

84 


KILDALL, BILL ROSS 

7 6 


KLING, JACK 

18, 20, 24, 31, 47, 
149, 222, 527 

56, 148, 

KOLKIN, ALEX 

70 
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NAME 


PAGE NUMBER 

KOURAMBIS* 

NICK 

66 

KRANSDORF, 

HERBERT 

79 


KRCHMAREK, ANTHONY 

21, 

22, 

30, 

37, 

43, 79, 267, 

594 

, 654 



KUSHNER, . SAM 

37, 

44, 

57 > 

260 ; 

, 594, 655 

KUSNITZ, ROSE 

53 





KUTNICK,, LEE 

38, 

601 

, 604 


LEEDS, DAVE. 

84 





LERNER, REBECCA 

84 





LEVENSON, LEONARD 

70 





LIBSON, AARON 

5.8 





LICHT, CLARA 

85 





LIGHTFOOT, CLAUDE 

17, 

22, 

23, 

37, 

43, 45, 56, 


■M, J^3 

120, 141,. 142, 144, 185, 227, 
313, 332, 354, 356, 419, 420, 

602^ 612, 616, 653, 654, 658 


LIGHTF00T,. GERALDYNE 29, 35, 42, 56, 412, 4l8, 419, 

420, 470, 480, 482, 486, 488, 
493, 497, 499, 501, 514, 515, 
516, 520, 522, 523, 524, 525, 
526> 584, 653 

17, 36, 43, 50, 144, 648, 649 > 
650, 654, 593 


LIMA, MICKLE 
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NAME 

LINDSAY, JAMES R. 
LITHAUER, DONAH 

. a# 4. * 

LOMAN, CHARLES 
LUMER, HY. 


LUMER, MIKE 
MALLOY, JAMES 
MAR-TIN, C. 


PAGE NUMBER 

51 

70 


4, 32, 553 

15, 17, 19, 35 
4.5, 51, 90, 99 
141, 142, 144, 
18'9, 190, 191. 
195, 196, 197, 
202, 203, 204, 
590, 591, 593, 
602, 619, 620, 
631, 653, 657 


36, 37, 42, 
120, 138, 

153, 166, 187, 
192, 193, 194, 
198, 200, .201, 
312, 584, 587, 
596, 600, 601,. 
621, 622, 623, 


85 

85 


37, 43., 595, 654 


MARKMAN, MARVIN 
MARTINEZ, JOE 
MC ADORY, MILDRED 

MC PHAHL, ARTHUR 
MAZEIKA, JOHN 


70 

18, 53, 149 

•42, 70, 347, 349, 601,. 604, 
654 

63, 605 
85 * 
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NAME, 

PAGE NUMBER 
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MILES, IRWIN 

18 , 70, 148, 149 


MITCHELL, CHARLENE 

4, 36 , 343 , 482,- 593 , 655 


MONROY, SOL 
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MORRIS, GEORGE 

36 , 43., 63 , 585 , 654 
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17, 31, 37, 43, 58 , 144, 
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85 
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80 
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34 , 36 , 42, §9, 526 , 563 , 
572, 585, 634. 
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612, 6l6 
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86 
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20 , 85 , 222 , 530 
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59 

OSTERWEIL, LEONA 

67 

PATTERSON, WILLIAM 

22 , 26 , 35* 42, 71* . 352 , 
430 , 446, 449* 518 , 584 , 
647, 650 , 653' 

PERLO, VICTOR 

86 
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35* 42, 54, 347* 349* 584, 
653 

PINCKNEY, ED 
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86 


76 

67 


4, 35 3 42, 51, 382, 386, 391, 
392, 584, 653 

20, 33, 86, 117, 118,119, 559 
561, 562, 563 


36, 44, 71, 215, 586, 655 



b6 

b7C 


677 - 



NY 100-4931 


Name 

ROBINSON, DOROTHY 


ROCHESTER, ANN 
ROCHESTER, STERLING 
ROGERS PAULINE 
ROSEN, JAKE 
ROSEN, MILT 

ROSENBERG, JULIUS 
ROSENBLUTH, NAT 


ROSS',- CARL 
ROSTODHA, ANITA 
ROYCE, PAULINE 
RUBEL, DANNY 


Page Number 


86 

37, 43, 44, 595 
86 

18, 59, 148, 149 
86 


72 

36, 44, 72, 273, 267, 587, 656 
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619, 623, 626, 
646, 647, 648, 
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630, 631, 
649, 650, 
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SI1ULMAN, RUTH 
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72 
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86 


86 
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36 , 43, 57, 61 , 585, 646 
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SILVER, SOPHIE 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Rejer to 
File No, 


New York, New York 
January 8, i960 - 


■f 



Re: Communist Party 

United States, of Amerio' s 
Internal Security - C 


All informants mentioned in the report of 
Special Agent Joseph V. Waters, dated and captioned as 
above at New York, have furnished reliable information 
in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of any kind. It is the property of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and is a loan to 
your agency ; it and/or its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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